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. Cation for all Saints. 
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To the Truly 


HONOURABLE LADY, 


Helter, 


LAP ” BLOUNT, 
Mercy, Grace, and Peace, be Maltiplycd, 


Much Honoured Madam, 


Hen Ihad the happineſs to belong 
unto your Noble Family ; the Fa- 
vov's I received were Weighty 


onc3, and have left too deep 'n 
impreſſion u >0n me ever to be worn . I 
never lived niore free from Care and ". . »u- 
ble, then when I lived with your Ladyſhip. 
Your Civility, your Bounty, your being 
ſo much concerned when I went away, 1 
muſt Remember, while I have Memory. 

"Tis very pleaſing to me to refleft upon 
the Opportunities I had when I lived at 
, Tittenhanger, your Stately Houle 3 not on- 
þ iy of ſtudying, but of performing thoſe Se- 
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The Fpiſtle 

cret dutics of Prayer and Meditation ; 
wherein Communion with God is ſo ex- 
cceding {weet, that all ſenſual delights and 
 pleafures are contemprible in compariſon. 
Atthat time the World was preſented to 
me in the Cayeſt dreſs : Your Houſe Large, 
and bravely Furniſhed ; your Gardens De- 
lightful ; your Park and Walks hardly to 
be Matched ; your Table abundantly and 
{umptuouſly Furniſhed. Yct I muſt needs 
tell You, 7hat God was tea Thouſand times 
zore to 22 than all this. When Tiought him 
with my whole Heart, and found him; 
when I begg'd his Grace, and had the 
Grace I bego'd for. 7his, This was it,which 
raade my lite happy ; Zhis made me Cheer- 
ful indeed, only I was ſorry to ſee others 
take up, and be ſo much tranſported with 
lower Pleaſures. 

Believe me Madam, nay, believe the 
Lord himſelf, Religion and Joy are not 1n- 
conliſtent. The ways of Wiſdom, are ways of 
Pleafaiitneſs ; and all the paths thereof, ar? 
p2ths of Peace. Though David had a Crown 
of pure Gold on his Head, though he was 
Lord of ſuch a Country which was then 


the glory of all Lands, yet we find that | 


God 
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Dedicatory. 


God was his Joy 3 and that was his Lan- 
guage : H/hom have 1 Heaven but Thee, and 
there is none on Earth that 7 deſare beſides Thee. 
Whereas S/omon his fon, indulging his 
Fleſh, and too much forgetting God, did 
but hereby contribute to his own diſquiet. 
He made him great Horks, he built Houſes,aud 
planted Vineyards ; he made Garaens and Or- 
chards, and planted Trees in them of all ſorts of 
Fruit ; he made Pools of Water, that the Trees 
might be the more Flouriſhing. He had Ser- 
wants and Maidens, Poſſeſſions of great and 
ſmall Cattel, above all that were before him in 
Jeruſalem. He gathered Silver and Gold, 
and the peculiar Treaſure of Kings, ana of the 
Provinces. Fe had Men-ſinzers, and H/o- 
men-ſingers, and the Delights of the Sons of 
Men, and Muſical Inſtruments of all ſorts, 
Nay, mhatſoever his Eyes deſired, he kept not 
from them, neither did he withhold from his 
Heart, any Foy. How largean Inventory 
is here of what is gratifying to the Senſes? 
Yetin the midſt of all, he-crys out, Behola, 


. all s Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, and there 


is 0 Profit under the Sun, Ecclel. 2. 4, 11. 
Madam, TI earneſtly deſire your Eternal 

welfare ; and alſo your preſent Joy : And 
A} truly 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

truly, there muſt be Godlineſs not in the 
Form only, but in the Power alſo, or elſe 
you will be a $razzer to the pleaſure of 
Chriſtianity. God is the Souls centre. 
Reſt 1s cliewhere 1n. vain expeQed. Zhe 
more you acquaint your ſelf with Him, the more 
perfett your peace will be ; and thereby good will 
CORE 1210 YO, 

Theſe - enſuing Sermons concerning 
Prayer, I hope, through the. bleſſing of 
God, may be a means to make Devotion 
much more fervent. And 'tis not vain to 
ſeck Him that is ſo willing to be found, and 
whoſe Sufficiency is ſuch, that he can fatis- 
fie _ r deſires when they are moſt Enlar- 
coed. 

” That the Lord of Heaven would bleſs 
You, and all the Branches of your Illuſtri- 
ous F4--:'/7, and make all eminent for Piety 
and Holineſs, which will be your trueſt 
Honour , and greateſt Dignity, 15 the 
Prayer of 

Madam, 


Your Ladiſhips moſt humble, and 
moſt obliged Servant, 


Nathanael Vincent. 
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To the Readers , eſpecially 


them that' were Hearers of theſe 
Following Sermons. 


Beloved Brethren, 

Eing about to Read a Book concerning Prayer ; 

how Convenient 15 at you ſhould begin with 

Prayer, that you may read with Profit ? Life 

up therefore your hearts unto God, and d:ſire 
race to do what is made known to be your duty, 

Gods Precepts are for your profit; He ts not capa- 
ble of being advantaged, ſor he ts infinitely and eter- 
nally ſelf-ſufficient ; but yu your ſelves will be bene- 
fited by your Obedience, He requires you to come to 
the throne of Grace, that he may impart bis Grace and 
HMercy unto you that ſo much ſtand in need of it, 'T is 
the Property of Good to be communicative of it ſelf : 
And the Lord who 5 the Summura Bonum, bigheff 
and chiefeſt Good, dues give moſt of all liberally, 

Prayer is an Ordinance that He has appointed ; 
and 'tis agreat priviledge we are allowed, to pour out 
our Souls before him ; His Hand is not fhortned, 
Hu Ear u not beavy; we ſh: not be ftraitned in bim, 
if we are not ſtraitned inour own Buwcls, 

You that never have pray'd with any ſeriouſneſs of 
Sprit, ſhould cry now with the greater fervency. You 
have not one Sin pardoned,not one Corruption mor- 
t:f:2d,not one ſaving Grace wrought in your Hearts ; 
you have not the Iealt part of your main work done ; no 

A 4 proviſion 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


proviſion at all made for Eternity and anothey Wor{d, 
It concerns you therefore to begg as for your Lives, 
that God would reconcile you to himſelf xn Chriſt, and 


make yeu new Creatures, and became a Father and a 


Portion to you, 

Now ts the accepted time; Now the Father.of Mer- 
cies is upon the mercy Seat. Now the Lord Feſus. tz 
w.lling to ve your Advocate, and to intercede for you. 
Now the ſpirit of Grace is ready to belp our infirm. 
ties; Now forgivenefs of ſin and life and Immortalt- 
ty are freely offer d, nay you are inireated to accept 
them. But it will not be thus always, ſhortly God will 
| beinexorable ; the Advocate will be a judg to con- 

demn, and the ſpirit will withdraw for ever, and the 
day of grace will be ended. Oh therefore pray now, for 
then twill be too late to pray, 
eAnd fer you that make conſcience of this duty , 
wreſile ſtull with greater Vigour.T hoſe are the ſtrong- 
eſt Chriſtians that are wightieſt in prayer, He that 
prayes well, will do all well beſides ; for by prayer 
ſtrength ts ebtained for the performance of every duty. 
1 have added a ſhort treati[e concerning the gift of 
prayer ,vecinſe many are weak and unexerciſed inthis 
duty,and have furniſhed them with Scripturecexpreſſt. 
ons which arc withont controverſy,the beſt of all; by 
prattiſe and diligence their ability may be encreaſed, 
Theſe Sermens were begged from Heaven, I fol- 
low them with prayer, that from thence they may be ef- 
feftual, net only totheſe that have deſired the publiſh- 
ing of them, but unto all others, unto whoſe hands the 
providence of God ſhall bring them. | 
LF | | Nathanael Vincent. 
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Eph. 6. 18, 


Praying always with all Prayer anda Supplication 
in the Spirit,and Watching thereunto with all 
preſeverance and ſupplication for all Saints, 


)\WVELQe3 He Apoſtle looking upon the E- 
= pheſians as millitant Saints and 
S fighting not againſt Fleſh and 
28 Blood, but againlt the Principa- 
F > litics and Powers of Darkneſs ; 
© (S28 he inſtruts them towards the 
&& latter end of this Chapter, how 
they might become more than 
Conquerors, To this end he tells them firſt of all, 
where their ſtrength lay ; they muſt be ftrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, v. 10, and then 
. gives them a compleat Armour, which being put 
on and the ſeveral pieces of it skilfully uſed, the 
wiles of Satan will be fruſtrated, and themſelves 
enabled ro withſtand 14 the evil day, and having done 
«ll to ſtand, 
1, They muſt be girded about with the girdle of 
Truth, By Errour Satan has great adyantage ; 
a> 2 how 
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how many, like Children, are tofled to and fro 
by every wind of Doctrin ? but a judgment right- 
ly informed and well ſettlcd, that buys the Truth, 
and will by no mcans ſell it, hasa great influence 
vpon a Chriſtians ſtedfaſtneſs and growth inGrace, 

2, They mult have on the Breſt plate of Righte- 
oaſneſs; they mvuit be Righteous in heart, Righ- 
teous in {incerity. A Conſcience purged from dead 
works, 1sa better defcnce than a wall of Braſs. 
Satan cannot ſo calily diſquiet them that are ſin- 
cere, neither is he able to corrupt tier ; their ho- 
tineſs being true, lin is nated, the allurements un- 
to in are contemnced,, and God is followed hard 
alter, 

3, Their Feet wi:ſt be ſhod with the preparation of 
the Goſpel of Pexcr, They muit be encouraged by 
tat Peace which tie Goſpel publiſhes, to run the 
way of Gods Commandinents 5 and that though 
toſe ways are never ſo diiicult and unpleaſant to 
fi:(h and blood, they mu i hold fat the profeſſion 
of their Faith, and depart from Evil, and go in the 
path that is cailed holy ; though by thus doing, 
tney never ſo muca expoſe, and make themſelves 
9 prey. 

4. Above all, they muſt tcke the Shield of Faith, 
whereby they may quench the fiery darts of the Wicked. 
Satans Temptations arc Darts; he docs deſign our 
weunding, our pain, our dcath, in ſhooting of 
them : And theſe Darts may well be called fiery , 
hey are ſhot from Hell, and an Hell in the Con- 
#tence they make, it they are not quenched = 

Fait 


Pray Alvnys, 3 
Faith is a ſhiz1d to repel and beat them back : Faith 
makes application of the Righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength of Chriit, and by this means, not only 
former wounds areaſſwaged and healed, but the 
ſoul is more ſecured for the future, 
" 5. The Helmet of Salvation mult cover their 
heads in this day of Battle with evil Angels, A 
lively hope of ſalvation is very cncouraging both 
unto patient continuance in well-doing, and alſo 
unto ſuffering for the ſake of Rightcouſneſs, 

6. The Apoſtle tells them that the Sword of the 
ſpirit , which is the Word of God, muit be made uſe 
of. If this word be underitood believed , thought 
on, loved, ſtood in awe of; if it thus abide in us, 
we ſhall be ſtrong, and overcome the evil one. 

Theſe are the pieces of the Armour of God. 
'But in this Combate with the Devil, is there not 
need of Auxilary forces? certainly, there 1sa ne- 
ceſſity of ſuccour from Heaven, The Captain 
therefore of our Salvation, mult be looked unto, 
and divine aide continually implored and begged 
for. By prayer we have power with God, and 
power againſt our ſpiritual Enermics, No won- 
der that the Apoſtle enjoyns praying always with all 
prayer and ſupplication in the Spirmt , QC. 


The Text may be divided into theſe parts. 

1, Here is a Duty commanded , in the perſor- 
marce of which lies ſafety ; and that 1s, prayeng . 

2. Theextrent of this Duty, it mult be always, 


and it muit be with all prayer, 
3. The 


Pray dlways. 
3. The due qualifications of this Duty, which 
are theſe following. 
17, It mult be ex che Spirer, 
2, It muſt be with Watching, 
3. It mult be with all perſeverar ce, 
4. It muſt be with a publick, ſpirie, wemult pray 


for all Saints, as well as for our ſelves, lince they 


are engaged in the ſame War, 
' That theſe words may be the better underitood, 
I ſhall anſwer theſe ſeveral queltions. 

1. Isthere any difference between prayer and Sup- 
plication ? lanſwer, The word Try, which is 
tranſlated prayer, does intimate we have to do with 
God in Prayer; to him we are todirect our Petiti- 
ons as an Hearer, asan Helper. The word dn; 
which is tranſlated Sxpplication, does intimate that 
there mult be an acknowledgment of our own indt- 
gency and wants, aud a looking to the Alfufficient 
Lord for ſapply. 

2, Another queſtion is this « What © meant by 
Praying always ? I anſwer, the Greek phraſe 
which the Holy Ghoſt uſeth, is, & min xawvo, 
which ſignifies To pray every opportunity that 14 off er- 
ed, This Text does giveno encouragement unto 
the fond Sect of the Euchires, who thought that 
prayer was to be their whole buſineſs : No, no, 
there are other Duties which God calls for, and 
which this of Prayer muſt not juſtle out. But 
allthofe opportunities which are afforded for pray- 
er, muſt be heedfully obſerved, joyfully laid 
hold on,and diligently improved, This is to pray 
| always © 
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always: Its ſaid of e 7ephiboſheth, that he aid eat 
always, or continually at the Kings Table, 2 Sam, 
0:13. What ſhall we from hence infer, that he 
ſpent day and night in nothing but eating ? uo ſuch 
matter; but when the ſeaſon, or meal-time came; 
he was preſent, So to pray always, 1s to pray 


| Whenever prayer ts ſeaſonavle. 


3. Athird queſtion is, What ts meant by all pray- 
er ? Bullinger refers this to the sntention of the mind; 
ſaying, that in this Duty, there mult be all poſh- 
ble devotion, and intentneſs, and fervency of 
heart, But Azſculrzs underſtands Prayer of every 
ſort; and indeed all kinds of Prayer which God 
has appointed, are necdful, and the Lord is ready 
by the Communications of his Grace, to encou- 
rage to the practice of this Duty in the full extent 
and latitude of it, 

4. Another queſtion is this ; What are we to un- 
derſtand by prayer in the ſpirit ? Some refer this 
clauſe to the things asked, as if we ſhould ſlight all 
worldly enjoyments, and ask only for thoſe bleſ- 
ſings that are ſpiritual, 'Tis confeſſed that ſpiritual 
bleſſings are to be molt prized, and to be begged 
with the greatelt importunity ; but yet temporal 
mercies may alſo with ſubmiſſion be defired. Day- 
ly Bread we are allowed to ask for ; and that Bread 
1s ſweeteſt, and molt bleſt, that is the fruit of 
prayer. Others obſcrve, and rightly, rhat this 
paſſage, praying & Tyan in the Spirit may have 
relation both to the ſpiris of God, and the ſpiris of 
him that prays, 

1, 1It 
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7, Itmay haverelation unto the Spirit of God, 
The Holy Gholt makes interceſſion for Believers, 
according tothe wil! of God ; he helps their infirmi- 


ties, who of themſulues know not what topray for as 


they ought, Rom. 8, 20, 27, 
2, It may have relation unto the ſpirit of him that 
prays, Prayer mult be the off-ſpring of the heart, 
or clſe 'twill not be of any value 
In Religione or cfhcacy,. The ſpirit of a man 


70n fit, quod cor mult underitand what, and 'the | 
non facit, worth of what is prayed for, and 
the affections mult be ſtirred in - 


order to the attainment of it, 

5. Ahiſth queition is, what are we to underſtand 
by watching unto prayer with all perſeverance? We 
mu{t watch over our hearts, and watch for God, 
and this muſt be with continuance ; unleſs we con- 
tinue to watch and pray, we may quickly enter 
and fallinto temptation. ' And ſince all militant 
Saints are in dangeras wellas we, and ſtand in ſo 
near relation to Chriit and to us, we ſhould be 
much concerned for them, ſo as to defirc their 
ſaiety and wellſarz as our own, 


There are ſix DoCtrins which theſe words af 
ford us. 

1. eA Chriſtians ſecarity lyes very much in pray- 
zng always. 

2. Allprayer is of concernument tobeuſed. 

3. Prayer, when rightly performed, is ſupplicati- 
on 21 the ſpirir, | 


{ 


4. In © 


| Pray Always. 

} 4. Inprayer Watching is 4 neceſſary ingredient. 

"5.1 ere, if w Id ſpeed in prayer 
5. We muſt perſevere, if we would ſpeed in prayer, 
6. Our ſpirits muſt be ſo publick, as to ſupplicate 


for all the Saints as well as fer aur ſelves. 


D. 1. Ibegin with the firſt of theſe DoCtrines, 
That a Chriſtians ſecurity lies very much in praying 
always. Although he be Arnicd from head to foor, 
with the Armour of God; which if any in the 


; world, is Armour of proof, yet he is not ſafe 
' without prayer, Saints in Scripture, have lookt 
n - uponthe Throne of Grace as their eA/ylum and 
Sanctuary, and have come hither for refuge and 


ſtrength in their troubles and temptations. David, 
when he perceived the deceit and hatred of his Ad- 
verſaries, who fought againſt him without cauſe, 
ſays, 'twas his courſe, and truly 'twasa wiſe one, 
to give himſelf to proyer , Pſal. 109. 4. When his 


. foul was among Lyons, and he dwelt among thoſe 


that were ſet on fire, he then crys unto God gthat per- 
formed all things for bim, Pſal. 57.2. When the A- 
poltle Paul was buffeted by the Meſſenger of Satan, 
he beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from him, and bad this anſwer, my grace u ſufficient 
for thee, 2 Cor. 12,7, 8, 9. Nay, the very Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, Chriſt himſelf, not only uſed 
the word of God in temptation, and overcome the 
Devil by Scripture-weapons, but alſo he was 
wonderfully fervent in prayer, Heb. 5.7, Is the 
aays of bu fleſh, he offered up prayers and ſupplicati- 
en: wh ſtrong crying and tears, unto him that ms 

| abls 


= - a ” 
—_— 14. 
OY * 


3 Pray Aiways. 


he feared, 

1 ſhall ſpeak unto this DoQtrin in this following 
order, Firlt, give you a definition of prayer, that 
you may know what 'tis, Secondly, Inform you 
What it is topray always. Thirdly, Shew you why 
a Chrifians ſecaritylies in prayer, Fourthly,Give 
you ſome reaſons why he ſhould be always prayirs, 
Fifthly, Anſwer ſome Objettions that are. made «- 
gainſt this Duty, Laſtly, Make eApplication, 

In the firſt place I am to give you a definition of 
prayer, that you may underitand the nature of it, 


Damaſcen. |. 3.de. orth. Fid, c. 24. give this de- : 


ſcription, Tegowy ir drdloms T4 vs meys # In0v, x) al. 
T4015 TWY econ F[wy mp" dAv79, Prayer is an aſſention of 
the minde unto God, and asking thoſe things which are 
convenient from his, The minde muit aſcend as 
well as the voice, and both muſt be* directed unto 
Godalone; and thoſe things only mult be deſired 
. which the wiſe and graci- 
Oratio eft aftus rationis gug God ſees convenient. 
Pratbice Toluntatis defude- 1.,,inus defines prayer, an 
rium explicants, ab alits 7 Lads bas. 
aliguid poſtulantis, Aquin, att of the pr atticat nar " 
In. 2. 2, qu. 83. arc.1. ſtanding, explaining the 
deſire of the will, and re- 
gueſting ſomething from another, which being ap- 
plied unto God amounts to thus much, that both 
the minde and riill do att in prayer, the minde makes 
known what the will delires, P/al. 38. 9g. Lord, 
all my deſire us before thee, and my groaning us not 
bid from thee ;and then likewiſe, there is an - 
ne 


* 


b s] 


| | YI 
able to ſave him from death, ani was heard in that "4 


[vat © 


C 
[, 


= v$_—_ \ GO QO% —_ 


Thee, and will look.up, Gods Hand is not ſhortned, 


Y Pray Always. 2 
_ craving to have this deſire ſatighed, P/al. go. 
© 4. Ob ſatisfie ns early with thy mercy, that we may 
y:joyce and be plad all our days, | 
" But amore fulldefinition of prayer is this. Pray- 
er # a Duty performed unto Ged by ſenſiile and bel:e- 
wing Souls, in which they ask for things atcording to 
4:15 will, inthe name of Chriſt, with thanksgrving 

or what alrgady has been recerved, This definition 


= 1 hall take in pieces, and explain the parts of it, 


1, Prayer 5a Outy ; "tis part of that homage 
and worthip which we owe to God; this js evi- 
gent by the light of nature, the Heathen Marri- 


_ ners cryed unto the Lord for preſeryation in a Storm, 


Jon. 1. but 'tis more evident by Scripture light, 
commands to pray are frequent, And he that 
foes reſtrain prayer, caſts off the fear of God, and 
ſays unto the Almighty, Depart from me, Fob. 21, 
14,15. Prajerisa Duty,for we are obliged to it by 
a precept; and that precept is for our profit - we 
need help from Heaven, and our wants that are of 
greateſt concernment to be ſupplied, can be ſup. 
plyed by none, but by him that is Alſuffi.jent ; and 
when we cry to him, we give him glory, for it ar- 
gues we belieye his power, and mercy, which 
prove him able, & ready to ſuccour and relieve us, 

2, Prayer is to be performed »nto God, and to 
kim only, Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve ; Unto Thee 


,»y God, and my King, will I pray, ſays David, 


Plal.5. 2. and v. 3. / will dirett my prayer untg 


that 
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that it cannot ſave, neither is his Ear heavy, that 


it cannot hear, He is able todo, not only to the 


uttermoſt of our defires, but exceeding abundantly, , 
above all that we can either ak, or think, Eph.3.20, © 


The Papiſts dangerouſly corrupt holy worſhip by 
their ſinful prayers to Angels and Saints, ard eſpe- 
cially to the Virgin Mary. Cardinal Bonaventure 
has blotted outthe name of Zoyd in the Book of the 
Pſalms, and put inthe name of Lady, and teacheth 
Chriſtians to ask the ſame things of -the Virgin 


Mary, which David asked for at the hands of \- 


God himſelf. Under the old Teſtament we finde 


that Believers direQed their ſupplications to God | 


himſelf, and found him ready to hear and ſave; 
and under the Goſpel, where the manifeſtation 
and communication of his Grace are more full and 
plenteous, is there need to go to any other ? No, 


no, One God can ſupply our needs according to his, 


riches in gloryby Chriſt Feſus, Plal. 4. 19. 

3. Thoſe that pray, muft be ſenſible : Ignorance 
and belief, and hardneſs of heart, make the words 
of prayer a Mockery and Abomination. They that 


praytacrefore, mult be ſenſible of eherr ſins, of their - 


needs, of their unworthyxeſs, to have thoſe needs 
ſupplyed; finally, they mult be ſenſible rhar none 
can help them, but the God they are praying to, 


1. They mult be ſenſible of their ſins. I acknow-) 
ledge my Iniquities ſays David, and my fin 1s ever 
before me, Pſal. 51.3. ſo Eſa. 59. 12. For our! 
Tranuſgreſſions are multiplyed before thee, and our 


ſome teftifie againſt us, for our tranſgreſſions are with), 
ws 
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ns, and as for our Iniquities we know them. Sin 
/ muſt be acknowledged with ſhame and ſorrow, 


-” elſe 'twill ſeparate between God and us, and 


* ** prove a Cloud, through which our prayers will 
y neverpaſs, There mult be ſucha ſenſe of ſin as 
eq impliesan hatred and wearineſs of it for if the 
re heart outof love and liking of it, has a regard to 
e fin, Godsecar will be deaf, and his mercics reltrain- 
h ' ed, Pſal. 66.18. If regard Iniquity in my heart, 
in the Lord will not hear my praycr. 
f 2. They thatpray mult be Senſible of their needs. 
e - Allthe poſterity of e Adam are needy, how rich 
d © andfull ſoever they conceit themſclves, The firſt 
: man being a publick perſon, had the whole ſtock 
n inhisown hand, and having loſt it, has beggard hs 
d © whole Progeny ; we arc all come ſhort of the glory of 
z, God, as deſcended from Adam; we are fleth, and 
i,  inour Fleſh dwelleth no good thing. This muſt be 
underſtood and believed, poverty of Spirit Chriſt 
© commends, and pronounces thoſe that are thus 
Is' poor, Bleſſed, Mat..3. For they that perceive chey 
at are wretched, and «Miſerable, and Empty, and 
r - Naked, willcry the louder to the Lord for gold 
is rry'dinthe fire to enrich they; and white raiment that 
ze they maybe cloathed, The poor man that is read 
to ſtarve for hunger, how does he cry out Bread, 
y-1. forthe Lords ſakes, Bread, for he ſecs his need of it, 
xr Thecondemn'd Malefator how does he roar out 
jr | fora pardon, becauſe he ſees his life muſt quickly 
rp; go without it, And were we but better acquain- 
; ted without wants, Oh what ſtrong crys would 


B 2 come 


12 Pray eAlways. 
come from us, that Sin might be forgiven, that 
Grace might be wrought, that Peace might be 


Spoken ; that Spiritual Maladics might be healed! |, 


We all need theſe things as much and more then 
the hungry ſtand in need of Bread 

3. They that pray, munt be ſenſible of their un- 
worthineſs to have their need ſupplyed. Paul crys out, 
he was leſs than the leaſt of all Saints ; and Faceb, 
that he was l«ſs than the leaſt of mereies. Fob ſays, 
Behold I am wile, and I abbor my ſelf. We cannot 
lay ctaim to any thing as our due, but Wrath and 
the Curſe. Whatever God beſtows, it muſt be 
reckoned given, not of debt, but of pure and free 
Grace, Rom, 4., Damel in prayer diſclaims all me- 
rit in his Righteouſneſs, acknowledges that Con- 
fuſion of face belonged to him and to Iſrael, becauſe 
of ther Rebellions; and ſays expreſly, we do not 
preſent our ſupplications to thee for our Righteouſneſs, 
tut for thy great mercies, Dan, 9.13. We may beg 
indeed for the greateſt mercics, and the greater , 
the ſurcr we arc to ſpeed; for God is molt liberal 
of the greateſt ; bur at the ſame time muſt be ſen!i- 
ble that the leait mercy is too good for ſuch evil 
Ques aSWe are, 

4. They that pray, mnſt be ſenſible that none 
can help them but the God they are praying to, Jer. 3, 
23. Trulyin vain is Salvation hoped for from the 
Hills bs: multitude of mountains, (the firmelt things 
on Earth, will fail and deceive our hopes ) Truly 
in the Lord our God t the Salvation of Iſrael, There- 


fore David lays this charge upon his Soul ro - 
only 
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bnly #pon God, and to have all its expectation from 
him. God will be ſeriouſly ſought unto, when 


* , weareunder the power of this conviction, that rs 


other he lper can be found, 
4. It follows, in the definition, that thoſe that 
ray muſt be believing Souts, Faith isa Grace that 
is required inall their Duties, if this be wanting 
God will not be honoured by our Duties; nor our 
ſelves advantaged. Though we hear never ſo often, 
Tf the Word be not mixed with Faith, it will not pro- 
fir #s, Heb. 4. 2, and unleſs our Prayers are Pruy- 
ers in Faith they will not be effeCtuall. Thoſe 
that pray indeed, mult be Believers. 

i. They muſt believe that God ts, ard that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 1 1.6, 
they mult have right apprehenſions of his gracious 
Nature, and of his good Will cowards men, He 1s 
willing to be reconciled, and has himſelf without 
beiag ſought unto, contrived a way how Sinners 
Peace may be made : He ſends Embaſſadours to 
them totreat about it : And intreats thoſe that have 
offended him that they would be no longer ene- 
mies by wicked Works. He has declared, that 
fury ts not in him towards thoſe that are deſirous of 
Mercy, and that he does delight in nothing more 
than in Compaſlion ; and that if any do underſtand 


+ and ſeek him, he is more willing to be found, than 


they can be eager to finde him, Theſe things be- 
ing rightly conceived, encourage Prayer ; and Sa- 
tan, by ſuggeſting the clean contrary, ſtaves off 
many from this Duty. 

2 2, They 
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2. They that pray aright muſt by bel;eving ,be in. 
tereſted in Chriſt the Mediatour, Chriſt is the Way, 
and no man commeth unto the Father but by him , 
Joh. 14. 6. Chri!t muſt be by faith received as the 
Goſpel offers him; that is, as 4 Prince and Savi- 
our ; and by this Faith being united to him, God 
looks upon believers as the Brethren of Chrif, as 
the Spouſe of Chriſt; nay, which is nearer, as Chriſt 
eMembers, and will deny them nothing, Thoſe 
that belong to Chriſt, God is a God to them, and 
a Father to them as he is to Chriſt himſelf , and 
loves them as he loved Chrit; Feb, 20, 17. Foh. 
17.23. ſurely he will then grant them their re- 

ueſts. | 
© 3. They that pray, mult by Faith rely upon the 
Promiſes that God has made of Hearing. He has 
faid, that they that ask ſhall receive, that they which 
ſeek ſhall find, and to them that knock it ſhall be open 
ed." Mat, 7. 7. And for further encouragement, 
becauſe the Spirit teaches what to ask, and how 
toask ; Chriſt aſſures us, that God will more readi- 
ly give bus Spirit to thoſe that ask, bim, than earthly 
Parents Bread unto their bungry Children , Luk. 
11.13, If ye then being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your Children, how much more ſhall your Hea- 
wvenly Father give the boly Spirit unto them that ak, 
biw ? How comprehenſive a promiſe is the pro- 


miſe of the Spirit ? His work is to apply that Sal- 


vation which Chriſt has purchaſed ; and is ſent on 
purpoſe that he may endite ſuch Petitions for the 
Saints as will finde audience, How plainly FT or 
kk EE: or 


. 
0 "RG —— RW. LS LR rr ET YE =O Pa, hou} _ 


Pray Always. 15 


Lord ſaid, that his Eye is upon the Righteous, and bis 


Ear open to their Prayers, Pſal. 34. 15. ſuch words 
ſhould be reited on when we cngage in this Duty, 

4. The more confidently they that pray conclude the 
gerformance of Gods Promiſes, the mire Certainly 
they will be accompliſhed, Therefore we are com- 
manded to ask in Faith, nothing wavering, jam. 
1.6.and we are encouraged to draw near witn a 
true heart in full aſſurance of Faith , Heb, 10. 22, 
and hearken to our Lord himſeli, Mar. 1:. 24. 
Therefore I ſay unto you, what ever things ye difire 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them aud ye ſhall 
have them, If we did but more firmly believe that 
God according to his Covenant for his Sons fake, 
has pardoned lin ; and will heal our Souls of their 
ditempers; and will give grace ſufficient ; and 
make ws to grow and increaſe with the increaſes 
of God : verily his promiſes would appear to be 
real, and according to our Faith it would be to us, 
Thus you ſee how thoſe that pray, muſt be Belie- 
vers, 


$5. In Prayer things muſt be asked for according 


. to the will of God, 1 Joh. 5, 14. eAnd this ts the con- 


fidence that we have in him, that if we ask, any thin 
according to bus Will, he beareth us, Chrilt tells his 
Diſciples, Joh, 15. 7. If ye abide in me, and my 
Words abide in you, ye ſhall ask what ye will, and it 
ſhall be done to you : the Word abiding. in us de- 
clares the will of God , and regulates our wills ; 
and then what we will we ſhall have ; Zuther ſaid, 
Fiat voluntas mea, Let my will be done , becauſe 
B 4 my 
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- tay will O Lord is the ſame with thine, 
| do not wonder that many of the Heathens rea- 
ſoned againſt Prayer; they, being unacquainted 
with the minde of God; knew not what to ask for, 
But in the Scripture God has declared his minde 
to us, and that is our Directory, ( Diſſertat.30. ) 
Haximus T yritstells us, that if you take away 
Phyloſophy out of the world, you take away 7 we 
Zuxedals 635m upoy, that hich alone knows how to pray. 
For ſays he, the Philoſophers pray'd for Vertue; 
for tranquility of Conſcience, for an unblamable Life, 
and 2 Death full of good Hope, But how much more 
truly may this be ſaid concerning Chriltianity ? 
'Tis the Chriſtian Religion that informs many de- 
= beyond Philoſophy, concerning the Will of 
od ; and whathe is willing to beftow on us, 
There is a z/:7eefold Will of God which we are to 
regard in Preyer ; his Will of Purpoſe, of Precepr, 
and of Promiſs. | 
1. Hu willof Pirpoſe, Gods Purpoſe concern» 
ing his People, is Wiſe and Gracious, therefore 
'tis called the good pleaſure of bis Goodneſs by the 
Apoſtle; 2 The. 1. 11. and'tis but reaſon that this 
Purpoſe ſhould be ſubmitted to, We may ask 
ſometirnes for that which it may not be fitfor us to 
receive, In T emporals eſpecially we are at a loſs ; 
and are not able to determine what meaſure of 
ſuch kinde of Mercys is moſt meet for us, When 
therefore we beg for the continuance of Life, the 
prolonging or reſtcring of Health, the enjoyment 
of outwerd Comforts , All mult be done with 24:5 
Proviſe, 
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I roviſe, that the Will and purpsſe of God may /tand 


$#:4 be arcomplifhed ; for we may conclude, that 
when the Lord denies outward Mercys which we 


« ith ſubmiſſion begg for, he intends kindneſs in 


that very denyal, 
2, In Prayer, Gods Will of Precept is to be es 
arded ;, whatever he commands us to do, we may 
with boldneſs go to him for ſirength, which may 
enable us for the performance, The Lord calls 
and commands Iſrael to turn. Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evi! ways, for why will ye die O Houſe of 
J/rael, Ephraim turns this into Prayer, Fer. 31.18, 
Turn thor me axyd I ſball be turned, for thou art the 
Lord my God. God commanded David to keep his 
Precepts dil:zgently. David takes hold of this, and 
cries out, Ob that my ways were direttedthat 1 might 
keep thy Statutes | Plal, 119. 4, 5. He requires that 
we ſhould love and fear kim ; we may without 
preſumption beg that he would circumciſe our 
Hearts to love Him, and pit bis fear into our bearts , 
that we may not depart from him, 

3. InPrayer, Gods Will of Promiſe is alſo to be 
eyed. And though the Promiſes of the life that now 
is, belong to believers; yet eſpecially they prize 
and plead the promiſes of ſpiritual, and everlaſt- 
ing Bleſſings. Theſe we are to look upon as ex- 
Ceeding great and precious, and ſure promiſes z and 
to beg, tha: by them we may be made partakers of the 
Divine nature, axd eſcape the corruption that u un 
the world through Luſt, 2 Pet. 1.4. What can the 


Lord premiſe more than he does Þ P/al. 84. 2 f. 
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The Lord God ts a Sun and Shield, the Lord will 
give grace and glory , no good thing will be with-hold 
from them that walkupright, When we intreat him 
to make goed his promiſes, we do in effect but 
intreat him to glorite his power and love,his truth 
and faithfulneſs, 

6. Prayer mult be :» the yame of Chriſt , what 
name more prevalent ? Foh, 16. 23. Yerily, verily, " 
I ſay unto you , whatſoever ye ſhall askthe Father in |: | 
my name, he will give it you, When we make uſe |. 
of the Mediation of Chriſt, we go the way to ſpeed, i 
The Papiſts make uſe of the Mediation of Angels #8" 
and Saints departed. But the Apoſtle tells us as of þF 
one God, ſoof one Mediator between God and Men, : 
the 32an Chriſt Feſwe. Saints indeed, on Earth, WP 
may pray one for another, becauſe God has com- 
manded it, it maintains love a;zong thew, and the jy * 
Strongeſt need the prayers of the Weakzr. How ear- | 
neſtly docs the Apoſtle Paul beſceck the believing |}. 
Romans, that they would ſtrive together w#h him in” P* 
their prayers to God for bim, Rom, 15. 30. But no! 

4 word of prayer diretted to any aeparted Saint in 
Scripture, And when Facob was in diſtreſs, and \ ;, 
the Avgels of Goa met hins, he ſaid, this is God's | 
Hoſt ; but he begg'd nothing of them, but wreſtle; | 
with God bimſelf, and as a Prince prevailed, "bo 

'Tisa filly ObjeCtion, that we uſe the mediation * 
of great men when we have to do with Princes; and 
therefore the Mediation of Angels and Saints 1s to al 
be uſed when we have to do with God, for the 


Lord grunts free ſucceſs unto all, if they uſe Chrilt a } c 


\ 


Pray Alwaye, 9 
Mediator z and therefore the Mediation of An« 
vels and Saints is needleſs, 

We muſt pray you ſee in the Name of Chriſt ; 
and there are four things which we are to have an 
ye to. 

1. The ſatisfattion of Chriſt ; he has been woun- 
-" Bed for Tranſgreſſion , he bare the Curſe ; ſo that 
Awe may beg witn confidence to be delivered from 
at: He has madc Peace by the blood of bis Croſs, we 
thave encouragement to beſeechthe Lord to be recon- 
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of if Father to us. 

” 2. We aretoeye the purchaſe of Chriſt, He has 
! purchaſed all the blelſings of the new Covenant. 
7 Heaven it ſelfis called 4 purchaſed poſſeſſion, Eph. 
« 41-14. Chriſt payd a price for it, that it might be 
. {ours 'Tis not only an act of Grace, but an aCt of 
| {Righteouſneſs in God, conſidering what Chrilt has 
S {{paid for, to forgive Sin, and to give Safvation. 


"'? 3. We aretoeyethe interceſſion of Chriſt, Heb. 
"2 7.25. Het able to ſave them to the uttermoſt , that 
4 ? come unto God by him , ſeeing he ever lives to make 
® # 3nterceſſion for thew. Out great high Prieſt is paſ- 
* > ſedinto the Heavens , and his work is there, to 
7.” pray for Believers, and his Father hcars him al- 
+ ways. How canprayers miſcarry that are backt 
1 ; with the interceſſion of ſuch a one ? 
* 4. We areto eyethe ſtrength of Chriſt, and his 
2 aſſiſtance, Rightly to pray, is a matter of difficul- 
«3 fy ; Chriſt, by his Spirit, is ready to help the in- 
1} firmities of Believers ; ſo that notwithſtanding all 
: diſcouragement, 
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diſcouragernent , and oppoſition from within, ani'Þf, 
from beneath , they ſhall make ſomething of thiyÞ'® 
duty of prayer, and obtain the bleſſing, "Yoo 

7. In prayer,there muſt be Thauksgiving for wha * * 
bas been already received, Praiſe is the ſublrmeſt par: @P 
of prayer: Praiſe is a debt ; and how vaſt is the P' 
debr, if we conſider the multitude, greatacſſle , MO 
freencſs, and continuance of mercies ? Praiſe by 
ſweetens praycr, nothing more pleaſing to God ; Tec 
nothing more pleaſant to our ſelves. And to give! $* 
thanks for bencfits received, is as effectual a way? $'c 
to prevail for more mercy, as the mot vehement' PY 
and ſtrongeſt crys. Oh therefore , that all who! PE 
pray, would alſo praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, ** 
and for bis wonderful works to the Children of men ! 
Pal. 107. 8. Thns have l explained the definition, : uy 
and opened the nature of prayer to you. % 

In the ſecond place, I am to inform you what 'ti © 
to pray always ;, this I have touched upon already, ! 
but ſhall more fully ſpeak to in theſe particulars, ** 

1, Topray always, implys, being always in 4a. * 
diſpoſition aud frame to pray when God requires it, \ 
The heart mult be reconciled to this duty, and 7" 
fall in love withit, and go to the throne of grace 
with alacrity; much may be gotten at the mer- | b' 
cy-ſeat, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt are un- . 


locked, and we may take as muck as the hand of tt 
faith can graſp, without being checked or up- 1 T 


braided. The God whom we have to do with,” 
gives liberally, and liks himſelf, James 1, 5, The E 
Heart ſhould be forward to pray, and be _— ; 

of, | 
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Fl f and through grace ſubdue more and more 
thi atevil, which alas is preſent when good iu about 
o be performed, Rom.7.21. 
ha 4 2. To pray always implys, {aying hold of all 
part @portunities to pray that are graciouſly vouchſated 
the Þ us. Whenever there is a mcet ſeaſon and a 
ſe Motion to pray, we ſhould catch ſuch an occaſion 
iſe Þy the forclock, for when once it is palt, it is palt 
"'P ſrova Stated times of prayer ordinarily, 


a. ould in no wiſe be neglected; and when there 
ay}re extraordinary calls to this duty, they ſhould 
nt Þy all means be heeded. But here you mult rake 
ho: heed of being impoſed upon by Satan, He is 
; Tlearly for wearying you by ſpiritual extortion, 
7 and preſiing you to more of the externai part of 
n, ty then God requires, "Twill not be amiſs to 
ew you the difference between Satans motions 

mL wars and the Lords calling you thereunto, 
y, . Satans motions are unſeaſonable, when God 
$ Lalls to other duty. When we 1n obedience to 
,\ the Divine command, are diligent in our calling, 
;, Jof a ſudden Satan will move to pray ; but by the 
f %unſeaſonablencile of the motion, we may diſcern 
*whence it comes, but the Spirits motions are ICc- 

5 "Joular. 

2. Satans motions to pray are unmercifull ; he 
#7 would fain have Sinners not pray at all, but if 
_ + they will needs fall upon the duty, he urges them 
»to over-doing, and cxaCts ſo much as is appa- 
- rently.to the waſting and expending, and deitru- 


'Þ 
I ; Ction of nature; and his deſigng is to render praj- 
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er burthenſom, and at laſt ro make it totally neg.i; 
lected, But the Lord is merciful in his motions, 
he requires that which is infinitely beneficial toe 
the ſou]; and deſtructive auſteritics towards the: 
body, he no where requires, 'o 
3. Satans motions to pray are commonly folloy. [ 
ed with ſome direful injections, if they are not « wy 
beyed ; and what he injects has no Scripture foun., xj 
dation, He tells ſouls that they are Reprobate, 
and will be damned, if they do not what he un-| 
reaſonably perſwades, whereas the word of God 
ſpeaks no ſuch matter, Well then, Satans motion; 
are not to be minded. | 
3. To pray always implys praying 5n every ſtate; 
1d condition ; in Sickneſſe, in Health, in Proſpe-\#x, 
rity, in Adverſity, prayer is to be uſed ; with-!3h 
- out prayer Sickneſſe will be unſanifed, and an! 
uncomfortable load ; and if it be taken off, "twill 
be in anger; without prayer health will be aþ* { 
judgement, and only ſerve to encourage a neg-|.: 
led of the ſoul and another world : without prai-}? | 
er adverſity will be intolerable, and proſperity?” : 
will be a ſnare, and occaſion forgetfulneſſe of: 
| 

| 


God, and a daring to rebell againſt him. No' 
condition ſhould cauſe a ceſſation of prayer ; for. 
the Apoſtle ſays, pray without ceaſing, 1 Theſlal, 

. 17, . 
x = To pray always implys, Not to let fall an) 
ſuit till it be granted, We muſt not faint is; 
prayer, nor give over, though we do not preſent- 


ly ſpeed, Zuk,18.1, He ſpake a parable to them * 
to] 
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neg-Mo this end, that men ought always to pray, and not 
Ons. faint, Importunity prevailed with an unrigh- 
i] roFcous Judge, ſurely then 'twill be prevalent with 
thee Father of mercies. God does not preſently 
”prant ſoractimes, to try whethcr we duely c- 
low. Fcm mercies; and if we do, we ſhall think them 
# 6 worth our while to pray (till for them, and wait 
un-, till they are given, 
ate}3 5, To pray always implys, Not to give over 
praying while we are ex Earth, This Ordinance 
*we mult never be above; for we always necd to 
Pengage init, Ovrlife is a continual warfare, we 
have need to pray for defence and victory ; our 


'Zof the high calling of God, Phil.3.14. 
villl® In the third place 1 am to tell you, Why a Chri- 
© 32 ſtians ſecurity lies in prayer. 
p13 1, Prayer engages God on a Chriſtians ſide, He 
ai-f} promiſes to hear the cry of the righteous ones; 
ity”? and hearing their cry implys the engaging of his 
of./ power and goodnefle for their ſupply and ſafety. 
No'” In prayer there is anaGing of holy delircs, unto 
or. which ſatisfaCtion js aſſured ; and there is an aCt- 
al.”” ing of truſt and faith, and God will ſhew himſelf 
* ſtrong in the. behalf of them that fly unto his name, 
n)  asto a tower of defence, and rely upon his ever- 
1a” laſting arm. He that believes, and has his cxpe- 
it- * Ctation from the Lord, ſhall not be aſhamed. The 
m_> Apoſtle iticks not tv ſay, Wheſoever callech on the 
; | , Name 
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Name of the L:yd, ſhall be ſaved, Rom.10.12. tha 
1s, whoſoever calls with faith and fervency. Such 
calling engages God for us, andif He be for wu 
who can be againſtws ? Rom.8.31, Our iniquities,? 
though never ſo itrong, he can eaſily ſubdue ; the * 
world, and the God of the world are weak, com- 
pared with the Almighty. He can deliver from the 1 
evil world, from the evil one , from every evil {ff 
work, 2nd preſerve us to his Heavenly King-. 7 
dome. 
2, Prayer weakens the fleſh with the affettions ard I 
luſts of it. Our great danger is from theſe home-| Ja 
bred enemies; Our Luſts do'war againſt our Soul;, Ic 
1 Pet.2.11, And the Apoſtle threatens Believers, )t 
If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die, Rom. 8.13, ic 
What courſe does David take to obtain the viCto- 7c 
ry over his corruptions ? he prays againlt them, 3© 
Clenfe me from ſecret faults ; Keep back thy ſervant Jb 
from preſumptuons ſins, Let no s11quity bave thi gt 
dominion oucy me | Create in me aclean heart, ani 
wphold me with thy free Spirit | Theſe and ſuch like'2 \ 
were his cxys, and he did not cry in vain, The: 7a 
Believer, in prayer, pleads that 'tis for Gods Ho-' 1c 

nour to kill Corruption, that 'ris Hu declared will,” 
corn mans Sanftification ; that 'tis His work,to San- | C 
{tific ; that He has promiſed to Santtifie through- | C 
ent, in body, Soul, and Spirit ; and he # faithful, « 
#nd therefore will doit, 1 Theſ.5.23,24. He pleads” 
that Chriſt died that he miohe Redeem and purifie ® \ 
from iniquity, il + be might clenſe bus Church ; ad J L 
preſent it wxo bi: :; if « glorious Church, not _ _£ 

; ſpot 3 
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tha pot or wrinkle, or any ſach thing, but th.1t it mighe 
uh holy, and without blemiſh, Eph. 5. 27. and ſuch 
- pleas are efſeciual ro the obtaining of grace, and 
ies, Amortifying the decds of the body, 
the 3 3, A Chriitians ſecurity lies in prayer, for pray- 
om- Tr obtains better things thay the worl1 can boaſt of 
the Let the world aliure by its ſtrongelt baits, and pre- 
evil Fent unto the Chriftian, the greatelt gains, the 
ng-, Fſweetelt pleaſures; yet Bleſſings more valuable, 
-Jare to be gotten at the Throne of Grace, The 
ard Fheart, in prayer, is taken up with the thoughts of, 
me-| Zand eagerly delires after the priviledge of Recon- 
Iciliation and Adoption, Communion wita God,and 
;, the Communications of his Grace and Spirit, an 
3, Jerernal weight of glory, a Crown of Ie, an cn- 
to- Icuring ſubitance, fulne(s of joy and pleaſures for 
gever-more, Pl. 16. /t, Theſeare the things a - 
bove that in prayer are ſought ; and what are 
things below in compariſon ? The heart that is 
2 placed on theſe, is the better armed againit the 
ke 3 world, as long as ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings 
'he:Fare ſecured , the world is neither deſired, nor 
{o- } dreaded by it. 
ill,” 4. Prayer is an undermining of Satan, The pow- 
zn-crs of Hell, have felt the force of this duty, Chritt 
rh. commands his Diſciples to pray when he percei- 
zi, I ved the Devil abour to winnow them, ZLuk,22.40, 
ds. 7 Pray that .ye enter not into Temptation, If as oft as 
fie we are aſſaulted by the Tempter, we did but look 
ud © unto the Lord for grace to help in the time ofneed, 
+ temptation would be very unſucceſsful. Two 
ot C things 
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things are done in prayer again{t Satan ; By cur 
confeſſion of ſins, this Accuſer 15 ſilenced ;, by petiti- Þ 
on, Grace us obtained to withſtand him, ; 
1, By confeſſion of ſin this Accuſer is ſilenced. Sa. 
tan is {tyled the eFceuſer of the Brethren ;, and to © 
ſhew how malicious and eager he is in his Accuſa- | 
tions, he is ſaid to accuſe chew day and night before 
God, Rev. 12,10, But in prayer, Believers bring > 
bills of Indictment againit themſelves ; not only, ;, 
| 
| 


all that Satan can truly lay to their charge, do they 
alſo lay to their own charge ; but alſo all that God 
has againſt them, they acknowledge; they cover 
not their ſins, but confeſs and aggravate them ;\ : 
they blame and judge themſelves; and how earnelt | 
are they that ſin confeſſed may be pardoned and” 
purged away by the blood of Chriſt ? Now Satans «+! | 
mouth is ſtopt, his charge ſignifies nothing ; for # , 
thus coxfeſſing ſin, and looking unto Jeſus for clen. ®} « 
ſing 2s well as Atonement ; Ged #& faithful and juſt ©; | 
to forgive ther their ſins, and to clenſe them from all |! 
unriohteouſueſs, 1 Joh. 1.9. 'F 

2. By Petition, Grace is obtained to withitand +; ' 
Satan, The Apoſtle Paul, when buſfeted by the * \ 
Devil,falls to prayer,and what anſwer has he ? The * « 
Lord ſeidunto bim,, my Grace 1s ſuſſicient fer thee, | 
for my ſtrength is ade perſett in weakneſs, And the} 1 
Apotitle is ſatisfied that the power of .Chrilt reſted 7 | 
on him. Prayer brings us to the God of Peace, who | 
promiſes to tread Satan unger our Feet ſhertly,Rom..? | 
16.20. By Prayer Wiſdom 15 derived from God; : 
and the more wiſe the Father of Lights makes " \ 
tne 


21 Þ the bettcr we underſtand the Divils wi!cs, and his 
tt- F deſign is ſeen thorow, which is to deceive, to de- 
7 file, and at laſt to mucther Souls, And as Wiſdom 
4- $is increaſed, ſo Faith, and Love, and Fear, and 
to * other Graces, by prayer ; and the more we believe 
[a- God, the lcſscredit ſhall we give the evil one ; 
Fe the more we love God, the more we ſhall haze that 
ng. evil which we are tempted to: The more we fear 
ly, the Lord, the more will onr hearts be united to 
Cy* 7 him, and *twill be a matter of great difficulty to 
0d © 7 perſwade us unto departing from him, 
'&': 5. AChriltians ſecurity lies in prayer, for pray- 
1 3+ er & agreat means to make every other Ordinance ef- 
elt ©} feltual for our ſafety, and ſpirutual advantage. The 
nd word of God and prayer are coupled together, 
ns} Ats.6.4. But we will give our ſelves continually 
or * roprayer, and to the miniſtry. of th: Word, Ovr 
n-2} Sermons which we preach unto you, ſhould be 
«/* 4; begg'd from Heaven ; they {hould be begun, en- 
al 2 ded, followed after with prayer; and if you that 
-» are hearers would but help us hercin by prayer, 
nd > 'twould be in effet to help your ſelves. 1f there 
ne -* were but more praying before-you come to tae 
& * Sanctuary, that you might be taught to profit ; ſo 
ee," ; many ſermons would not be loit; ſo much ſeed 
he2} would not be ſown in vain, Prayer ſets an edge 
ed * upon the Word, and makes it quick and power- 
'o fulto kill Sin, and keep off Satan. Prayer works 
m..* the Word iato the Heart, and being hid there, 'tis 
d;* a mighty preſervative againſt iniquity, There is 
25, 1 2 Spiritual inſtindt in Believers to joyn prayer with 
hel CG 2 every 
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every Ordinance of God : Becauſe they know that 
Ordinances cannot ſecure or benefit them, except 
the Lord concur and work along with them. I have® 
proved, that a Chriſtians ſecurity lies in prayer. 4 

In the fourth place, I am to give you ſome Rea. þ 
ſous why we ought to pray always. 

1. We ſhould pray always, becauſe God 5s al. 
ways ready to hear. The Lords Ear ts not heavy that % 
zt cannot hear, Efa.yg 1, He hearkens after pray-) J 
er and /oks down from Heaven upon the Children of © % 
Men, to ſee if there be any that underſtand and ſech, * 
God, Pal. 14.2, The Father is ſaid zo ſeck for roght: 
worſnippers, namely thoſe that worſhip him in Spt-/ 
ritand in Tryth, Jeb. 4.23. we have therefore ct: 
couragement, as at all times to truſt in him; ſo at: 
all times fo poxr out our Souls before him. God 1s a\ 
Refuge for us, Selah, Pſal. 62.8, Verily, ſecking, 
of God in lincerity, never was yet in yain, and ne-2% 
ver will be, God has heard ſinners then, when 
they perhaps have little thought he minded them.” 
When Ephraim bemoancd himſelf, was as a Bul-:*( 
lock unaccuſtomed to the Yoak, was aſhamed, 'Jþ 
and confounded *becauſe of his evil ways, and 3S 
cry'd, Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned ; ſays %a 
God, [have heard him, have ſurely heard Ephraim,” ;t 
Jer. 31.18, 19. and gives him to underſtand that} 
he was a dear Son, a pleaſant Child, and that be Ja 
world ſurely bave eAercy on him. There 1s not a, 3 
Tear but Czod has a Bottle to put it in, nor a figh;%7 
but God obſerves it, nor a true deſire, but he is'*h 
rcady to ſatisfy, 
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that >, We ſhould pray always, bccanſe Chriſt al« 
cpt Bhvays interceds, Heb.7.25. He #4 able to ſave them 
ave ZFo the uttermoſt that come unto God by b:1z, fecing he 
T. *Fver lives to makg interceſſion for them. The pray- 
2ea. ters of Believers will be well ſeconded. This An- 
pcl of the Covenant has incenſe ſufticient ro per- 
al. wk and to make the praycrs of all the Saints at 
bat Alltimes acceptable. Chriit in Heaven is always 
ay-}. preſenting to his Father his Sufferings, and by his 
| of Euferings all that we pray {or has been purchaſed, 
ce His Blood therefore is ſaid to ſpeak in Scripture, 
ghe! * it ſpeaks better things than that ef Abel, Heb. 
P2912, 24. The Blood of Chrilt cryes in Gods Ears, on 
Cl!- the behalf of thoſe that pray, tkat che Curſe that 
d XN Chriſt bas born maybe removed from them, that the 
s a:385ins for which Chriſt was wounded, may be forgiven 
inghem ; and that out of the fulneſs of Chriſt they may 
Ne- Receive, and Grace for Grace, 
& 3. Weſhould pray always becauſe the Spirze is 
11." Zalways ready to help our infirmities, This Spirit 
ul-ZChriſt promiſed and according to his promiſe ſent 
ed, thim ; and this Spirit is ſtyled the Spirit of grace and 
nd. "Supplications, Zach. 12. 10, for he gives grace 
ays* and ability to make ſupplications acceptable, And 
mm, this Spirit abides with Believers always, Fob. 14. 
nhat-316, 17, 1 will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you 
be Jancther Comforter, which ſhall abide with you for e- 
t a; Y ver ; even the Spirit of Truth whom the world cannot 
gl *recezve, becauſe it ſeeth him not , neither kxoweth 
1s? him ; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you and 
4ſhallbe jn you. The Spirit is ready to inſtruct us 
$ C3 what 
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what to pray for, to remove the load of indiſpoſi. 
tion to this Duty, to quicken our deadneſs there. 
in, to cnlarge our hearts in deſires after the God of* 
all Grace, to itrengthen us to wreltle for a Blef. 
ſing. And truly God isnot to be preyailed with, * 


but by the mediation of. his Son , and by the 
itrength of his own Spirit. 
4. We ſhould pray always, becauſe Satar #5 


always forward to aſſault 13, Satan is compared to; ! 
a Lyon in Scripture. And Elan obſerves concern- 


ing the Lyon, that if at any time he is beaten back, 
he retires with his face towards you, as being ready 


"'Y 
, 
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upon the lealt encouragement, to make another * 
attempt, In like manner Satan watches ; has his: + 


Eye always upon us, and is ever forward to . 


tempt : and ſhould not we be cver forward t9 


pray ? Our whole Life is a time of Temptation, ,. 


4 
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Lf 


Wicked Spirits arc continually engaged againſt us, |” 


We wreſtle, ſays the Apoſtle, with principalities and 


powers, with the Rulers of the darkneſs of this World, * 


with ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. Theſe E- 
nemiecs are inviſible, ſo 'tis more difficult to with- 
ſtand them ; they are too ſubtile and too ſtrong for 
us : we had need therefore to pray without ceaſing, 


ſince they ceaſe not endeavouring to bring us both 


to ſin and ruine. 

5. We ſhould pray always, becauſe corruption 
will quickly recruit, and recover ſtrength upon the 
leaſt neglett of prayer. Had David been praying 
when he wasileeping ſo long in the day time, or 


after his nap had been ended ; had he gone to the 
thronc 
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throne of grace, inſtead of idlely walking upon 
the roof of his palace; nay, when firſt he cait his 
Feyes on Bathſheba, if fic had then preſently lookt 
- Jupto Heaven, and cryed, that that ſpark of con- 
-#cupiſcence might have been extingui{h'd betore it 
*ſet himin a flame : his foul fall, and the doletul 
tconſcquents of it, might have been prevented, 
7 But duty wasneglectcd, and luit took tne advan- 
. 7 tageof that neglect, and he was hurricd into two as 
© © heinous Sins almoſt as can poſſibly be committed : 
\* © 2 Sam. 11, Experience ſhews us, that if we omit, 
2 or are ſlight in prayer, tht day our paſſions are more 
+ eaſily ſtirred, and our luſts get ground, Thus Ama- 
2 leck, prevail'd when Moſes hands began to hang 
* down, but when they were held up towards Hea- 
2 ven, 1ſrael had the better, 
3 InthefiſthplaceIamto eAnſwer the Objettions 
1? that are made againſs tis duty of prayer. 
Obj. 1, Thefirlt ObjeCtion is this : God kyows 
' 4 aur wants and dangers without our telling him, What 
.. 3 need is there then that we ſhould make them 
known by Prayer, 
Anſ. 1 Anſwer, God may be ſaid to know our 
* Wants and Dangers two ways. | 
1, Bythe eye of his Omniſcience , and with this 
eye he ſees all things; and whether we pray, or no, 
he perfectly underitands us, and all the circum- 
: ſtances wearein; He compaſſes our path, knows our 
thoughts afar off, and is acquainted with all our wayes, 
Pſal. 139. 2, 3. 
2, God may be ſaid to look, upon onr wants ſo as to 
C 4 have 
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have compaſſion upon us : and without intreating 
this compaſſion , how can it be expected ? Heark 


love thy name. Now though God be acquainted 
with our wants without our mentioning of them 
yet he will not look upon them, ſoas to pitty and 
ſupply them, unleſs we beg this pity, unleſs we 
beg this ſupply. When 1ſrael groaned by Prayer 
unto God, ſays he, I b:ve ſeen, I have ſeen the af- 
fliftion of my people in Egypt 3 that is, I have lookt 


upon it with Sympathy and compaſiion , and it 5 


follows, I am come down to deliver them, ACt, 7.34. 
\ Ohj. 2. Aſecond Objection is this, Why ſhould 


we pray, ſince the God whom we have to do with is 


rnchangeable? can we work any alteration in him 


by our requeſis? No, the Scripture ſayes, with |, 


him is #0 variz/eneſs , neither ſhaddow of turning. 


eArn/. lanſwer, Prayer makes not a change in \ 
God, but a change 1n ss : it does not make him | 
more merciful and bountiful , but diſpoſes us for | 


the receiving of his mercy and grace, This notion 
you muſt all well uuderitand, that the deſign of 
' prayer is not to make any alteration in God, but 
to makean alteration in us, that we may be fitted 
and made facet for thoſe bleſſings which God has 
promiſed to give: When God pardons any, the 
change, to ſpeak properly, is in the perſon par- 
doned ; he that before was an enemy , is become 
achild, Gods wrath is the ſame that 'twas, and 


his love the ſame that 'rwasz only the perſon that | 


before 


4 p 
unto David,P/4.119.132. Lookthon wpon me and bc 
merciful unta me, as thou uſethto do unto thoſe that 
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ins fore was out of Chriſt, is now in Chriſt ; and is 
ark Sw loved, whom before wrath did abide upon. 
{ be W/ hen we pray for grace and holyneſle, hereby we 
hat "&c more fitted for the receiving of it. God alters 
ted "got, but we arcaltercd ; oh much for the better 
n ;' when we are SanCtified ! This matter may be made 
nd more plain by this ſimilitude, Suppoſe a man rea- 
we to be drowned in the Sea, a rope is cait out to 


7er tym from a rock on the thore ; the man does not pul 
of- the rock_nearer to himſelf, for the rock itirs not 3 
kt but he pulls himſelf nearer to the rock and hereby he 
it * ſaved, God is our rock, Prayer is our cord, 


4 
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whereby we arc drawn to him, from whom alone 
alvation 15 to be expected, 


3 064.3. A third Objection againſt prayer is this, 


- ſhall certainly ſtand firm and be accompliſhed. He 
*Hcing infinitely wiſe in making thera , there can- 
got be imagined a reaſon why he himſelf ſhould al- 
Fer them ; and they cannot be altered by any other, 
2 en. Ianſwer. It muſt needs be granted, that 


Gam decreed what be will give, and his decrees 


Gods decrees ſhall ſtand unmoveable, but withall 
I add, that, he who has decreed to give grace and mer- 
ey, has appointed prayer as a means to obtain them, 
Thc means is ſubordinate to the end, and comes 
under adecree as well as the end, Therefore we 


are ſaid to be elected or choſen to Holineſs, which 
-gocs include the dutys of Holineſs, Eph, 1. 4. as 


well as ts be ordained to eternal Life, If God decrees 
a man ſhall live till he is 60 years of age, he decrees 


+ $hat he ſhall uſe thoſe nicans, as food, and the like, 


which 


- whichare neceſſary to the prolonging of his dayi% 
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And fo God that does decrec to give grace , ani 
pardon , and glory, decrees and appoints prayez 
and othcr dutics to be performed, After the Lot 
had promiſed much , and declared his graciou; } 
purpoſc towards /ſ/rael, to pardon, renew, hcal, ©; 
and reitore them; He adds, For all this , will I b 
enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael to do this for then, 
Ezek. 36. 37. 
You ſhall find that God's decree has not made th; 
Saints eſteem prayer needleſs, but encorraged them 1 
fervencytherein, "Daniel underitanding by Ferems, » 
ah's Prophecy, that after ſeventy years, Fd | 
ſhould be brought back from the 2 abyloniſh Capt; 
vity , prays the more carneiily , that they migt:/! 
be ſctat liberty, and that the Santtuary might 
ſhone npon which !:y deſolate, Dan. g. 2, 3. And Da 
vid, when he undcritood,, that God purpoſed i 
build bim an Hoſe, pray'd, that God would do a: 
be bad ſpoken. : 
Obj. 4. Another Objection is this, Wicket | 
men bave ſmall encouragement to pray, ſince theit 3 
prayers are ſtyled an abomination. 
Anfſ. 1 Anſwer, | 
1. Wicked men are blamed for not praying however, 
Pſal. 13. 4. Have all the workers of Iniquity 
krowledge, who eat up my ptople as they eat Bread, 


and call not upon the Lord, Prayer is a duty whici: 
wicked men have an obligation to, and they (in it. 
the omiſhon of it, | 
2. If wicked men totally caſt off prayer, 'tis apps 4 
r 
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*&-"t whether they are going ;, they arc going further 
» and further from God,and making halt in the broad 
ay that leads unto deſtruction, 

2, While they are praying, though they pray for- 
\"Þ!y, yet they are uſing Gods Ordinance ;, and there 
the greater likelihood, that God may pitty them, 
$nd give his ſpirit to work upon them. 
\F Objett. 5. Another objection is this z God 21z1ſelf 
$4ys , 1 am found of them that ſought me a9; ;, I am 
vade manifeſt to them that asked not aftcr me, Rom. 
$ ©. 20, 


| Anſ. 1 Anſwer. 

FHda { 1, This place is to be underſtood concerning the 
"Pt Gentiles call; to whom without ihcir ſeeking , the 
ng: Ppoſtles were ſent to publiſh the glad tidings of 
br i $alvation, 


2. Though the Lord does prevent us by his 
Foodneſs, and does firſt offer himſelf to us, yet 
&lways , when be gives himſelf , be gives an heart to 
WFeſire after himſelf : Firlt, He makgs us to open our 
ouths wide, and then fills us, Pſal. 81. 10. Firlt He 
auſes a ſpiritual thirit, and then he gives us to 
Wrink of the water of Life freely. Ho, every one 

that thirſteth, come to the Waters, come buy Wine and 
"Ve, + Milk without money, and without price, Ia. 55.1. 
& No price is required, only prayer and entrea:y 1s 
ea, Jto be uſed. 
hich ; I come in the laſt place to the Application. And 
n 1 Fif the Chriſtian ſecurity lies ſo much in Praying Al- 
Ways, 
Py The firſt Uſe is of Inſtruction, concerning the ex- 
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ereme danger that Prayerleſs Souls are in, "Twill! 
be faithfulneſs and kindneſs to make ſuch ſenſible} 
of their danger; therefore I ſhall alittle ſtay upon 
it, and manife{t their peril in theſe particulars, *? 
I. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to prayer, God t a. * 
gainſt them, O dreadful! whatis God ! and who 
arethey ! who can itand before his indignation ? 7 
who candeſend himſelf againit that Arm that is 
Omnipotent ? The Mountains quake , the Halli 
melt, the Devils tremble before this God ; the whole 
world compared with him, ts but as the drop of thel 
Bucket, andthe ſmall duſt upon the ballance, and ll 
the Inhabitants of the world are nothing, leſs then no. 
thing, and vanity, Eſa. 40. 15, 17, Surely "tis" 
fearful to have ſo glorious and great a God an Ene- 
my. Butan Enemy he is unto all that count not 
his love and favour worth the praying for. Thoſe 
that wlll not intreat him to be reconciled , 'tis a7 
ſhgn they neither vaine his love, nor fear his wrath, | 


and under wrath they arc unqueſtionably. 

2. Thoſe that arc ſirangers to prayer, their mer- * 
Cies are not mercies indeed to them, that threatning 
is fulfilled upon them, Mal. 2. 2. I will ſend a * 
Curſe upon you , and will Curſe your Bleſſings. Pray- { 
er will turn Curſes into Bleſſings ; aflictions are ; 
part of the Curſe inflicted becauſe of fin, but pray- 
cr alters the nature of them ; for the SanQtification 7 
of them being beg'd and granted, they work to- A 
ether for the good of them that feel them, AfMicti- J 
on yeilds the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs to them | 
that are exerciſed thereby, ſays the Apoltle : On on ; 

other 
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will xther ſide, where praycr is not, bleſiings are a 
ſibleFWnarc,and the good things which arc received work 
1pon{Wogether for the harm and ruine ot ihoſe that do en- 
» Moythemn. There is a ſpirit of ſlumber which nas 
#5 a. Fcized on them in the mid{t of their enjoyments, 
who And their Table, their plenty, their abundance, 
On ? Þ$ccomes a ſnare and a trap, ard a ſtumbling block, 
it is $114 4 recompence to them. Rom, 11. 8,9. | 
TZil:{$ 3. Thoſe that arc (trangers to prayer, Satan us 
hole gndeavouring their Ruine, and there 15 none to bint- 
" thier bim, Satan is ſaid in Scripture to fil the hearts 
d all|wf the r::godly, to keep poſſeſſion of them, and to work, 
. $-the Children of diſobedience, The Devil is come 
Sown with great wrath, and like a roaring Lyor be 
alketh about, ſeeking whim be may devour, 1 Pet, 
. 8. and truiy he tinds abundant prey ; for moit 
'atch notatall , pray not at all againlt him. Thoſe 
*Khat pray not, are led Captive by Satan at his plea- 
X#ſure, and they do not care or deſire ro have his 
ſnarc brokcn, nor themſelves recovered. 

er- # 4. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to prayer, how cer- 
ing $24 #5 it, that continuing as they are , they will miſs 
of thoſe great things revealed in the Goſpel, ſince 
. "Fthey count them not werth their ſeeking ? The Goſpel 
zre Zintorms us of the one thing neceſſary , of the Pearl 
y- Jof price, of the Kingdomof God, and his Righ- 
on 3 teouſneſs, and this is the Law that is eſtabliſhed, 
0- that they, who would have theſe things muſt ſeck them. 
ti- 3 They that ſeek them not, underitand not their 


he 3 ly andjultly go without them, 
cr 


” | worth , nor their own nced, and therefore certain- 


5. Thoſe 
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'5. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to prayer, are in da 
ger of mecting with a deaf ear , when crys are ext 
zed by Calenity, ' Oh read and tremble Prov. 1. 24 
27.28, I will laugh at your (alamity, I will mii 
when your fear cometh, when your fear cometh as deſil 
L:tion , ard your deſtruttion as a whirl-winde ; wha 
diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you , then ſhall hell 
ell upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſet 
we early , but they ſhall not find me, The meaning 
is this,that when crys are extorted meerly by diſtreſ1 
and only the remeval of Calamity is deſired, there bet 
ing no true humiliation for ſin, nor defire to be re 
formed, all ſuch crys will be neglected. If yur; 
will not ſeck the Lord while he may be fonnd, no 
call upon him while he 75 near, Iſa. 55. 6. when yo!W: 
cry in extremity , he may be far off tromyou., 

6. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to prayer, ſhoul!'® 
conlider, that quickly the accepted time, which they 
£mprove #ot, will 6: paſt, and then they (bal beg, bus 
muſt certuily be denied, We read in Scripture 023 
Calls thatno heed was given to, When the foo! 
liſh Virgins came after the door was ſhut, and ſaid 
Lord, Lord, open unto us, Alas, they ſpeak toc 
late, the door was not opened ; but the reply is, | : 
know you not whence you are, Mat. 25. 10, 11, 12.” 
When the Rich man beg'd for adrop of water to co 
bis tongue, being tormented in the flame ; this wai, 
not granted Zyk, 16. 24, 25, 26. to intimate tha”$\ 
not the leait mitigation of torment in Hell is to be'Þ 
Jookt for, All at laſt will be ready to pray, Lord 3 


open the door that lets into thy kingdom and glory!) ? 
Lord} ® 
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ord vouchſaſe a little cafe and reſpite in the raidit 
our excellive agonies and ſorrows | Oh hut then 
od's ear will be thut eternally as well as Heaven 
are, and his mercy clean gone for ever, What 
adneſs isit then to walt all our accepted time, 
dnotto come to the Throne of Gracc, before 
c day of grace comes to an end ! 

I The ſecond Uſe ſhall be of Caution. Two things 

You are to be cautioned abour. 
3 1, Take heed of reſting in prayer it ſelf, in the 
3 ere duty done, Prayer 1s your ſccutrity, not 2 ze 
ZÞ&/f conſidercd , but becauſe it leads you to the Rick 
$-*t #5 higher then you, Pſai. 61.2. Prayer puts you 
Fnderthe Lord's Wing, and you arc covered with 
As Feathers, and his Truth becomes your Shield 
Jnd Buckler. They that reit in opere operato, vain- 
y imagining, that ſpeaking the words of praycr 
11! help them ; they uſe prayer /ike a Charm, and 
Parc vnacquainted with the right manner of praying. 
2 2. Take hced of thinking that any kind of prayer 
ll ſecure you, and engage God for you, Unbelic- 
ing prayers, where Chrilt is not relyed oa for Av- 
| ; cold and careleſs praycrs, where the 
Ahings pray'd for, are not prized ; Hypocritical 
Prayers, . where the heart 15 not indeed engaped , 
Will not reach God's car, will not fetch the bleſſing, 
$1ms bow will abide in ſireopth, notwithſtanding 
ha;*heſe prayers ; nor will the {trong holds of Satan be 

be brown down by them, 

274. The third Uſe ſhall be of Exhortation unto this 
yi Vuty of prayer. The Arguments to perſwade you, 
rd) re thefe following. 1. Seripture- 
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1, Scriptare-(ommands are very frequent, whic' 
require this duty. How oſten is prayer called fo 
and not only the Lords Authority in theſe con* 
mands 1s to be regarded ; but alſo his goodneſs; te” 
docs not require prayer, that he may receive fron % 
us, for he is ſo much above us that he needs y; 5 
not, nor our performances; and ſo infinitely per. 
fect, that there can be no addition to the perfect;. 
on of his being, or his blefledneſs ; but therefor 
the Lord call us ro pray always,Luk 21.36, to prij\;8? 
everywhere, 1 Tim. 2.8. ts contingae inſtant 11 pray Þ 
er, Rom, 12. 12. an every thing by prayer and ſu "F 
plication, to make our requeſts known unto God, * 
phil. 4.6. becauſe he is willing to give what w$ 
need, and to communicate that mercy, Withou: 
which, we muit needs be miſerable, 

2, The efficacy of prayer, ſhould perſwade to pray. 
er, Hetbat bids you ſeck his face, if your hear! 
eccho back, Thy face Lord, will we ſeek, willin 3} 
0 wiſe hide his face from you, nor put you away it. 
anger, p/al, 27. 8,9, By prayer you may prevail® 
with God for his love, and being interelted in that, 
nothing will be denyed, That the efficacy of pray 
er may be evident, I ſhall imitate the Apoltl: ! 
ſpeaking concerning Faith, Heb. 11. and reckot, 
up the wonders that have been the effects 0 
prayer. | 

By prayer Abraham had ſaved Sodom, though ti'% 
cry of their ſins was ſo lond and great, if there hut, 
been ten Righteous perſons in it : by prayer he obtain ſs 
ed a Son from God, when his Wife Sarah was p4 a 
Child-bearing. / 
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bil, By prayer, Jacob was delivered from the wrath of 

for $55 Brother Eſau. Jonah by prayer , ont of the 
3 bales belly, and the three Children out of the ſeven- 

: be mes beatcd B ibyloniſh Furnace, 

ron By prayer, David ftayed the Plague , ſo that it 
i Sized not on Jeruſalem, and cauſed the Sword of 

the deſtroying eAngel to be put up into the Sheath 4 ; 

Cit $4tn, 

By prayer, Elias ſtayed the Rain for three years 
181d ſix moneths, and by the ſame means, opened the 
 Fortles of Heaven, that the Earth bronght forth her 

up "Fruit : By prayer he brought down fire, wich conſu« 

od, ped the two Captains, and their fifties that came to 
't Bake him. 
By prayer, Joſhua commanded the Sun, and it 
Food [#;11 i# Gibeon ; and the: e Moon in the Valley 
-#f Aijalon, for cbe Lord bearkened to the voyce of 4 
1 B41, and fought for Iſrael, | 
13 By prayer, Daniel ſtopped the mouths of Lyons, 
it 4nd came untouched ont of the Den ;, and by prayer 
|*Pecter, and Paul, axd Silas, were delivered out of 
, p'iſon, Shackles, Iron gates, being biit weat things 
y- & the power of ſupplications, | 

(th 3 eArd what [hall I more ſay, for time would | xl 

Kot ie, 4s the Apoſtle ſpeakg, if I ſhould tell of Samuel, 

; 0: F Sampſon, -Jehoſhaphat, of che Prophets alſo, and 
& the «Apoſtles, who by prayer procured thunder to 

thi *Seſtroy their Enemies ; out of weakneſs, were made 

hat Fong ;, turned to flight the 11ghty Hoſts of «Atver- 

#11 aries ; the Dead they raiſed to life again ; made the 

p4 Fame from the Womb, to walk.and leap ; healed Di- 

F; ; D ;  ſeaſes 
F: 


—— — 
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ſeaſes beyond tho 5kill of art to Cure, Behold pray. 3 
ers efticacy, though performed by men of like pa. 
ſions with our ſelvcs ! this ſhould perſwade vs to? 
the love and practice of the duty. - 
3. Whois itthat would binder you from prayer? * 
Who ſtands at your right hand to reliſt you ? cer. 4 
tainly 'tis an Enemy, whois unwilling you ſhould 
draw nigh to God, becauſe he knows 'tis ſo good : 
for you, Pſal.73.ult. Your own hearts alſo arc + 
ready todraw back, but this argues their egregi- } 
ous folly and deſperate wickedneſs, | 
' 4. What bas followed upon the om ſſion of prayer ! 4 
Has not this Onaihion uſhercd in fins of Commill- 
on? have you not, when you have neglected. to | 
| 

' 


ery for {irength in your ſouls, ſouid your ſelve. 
like Reubea, unjtable a5 rauter ? have you not call, 
ly becn induced ro Cv tiiat which has fill'd the face, 4 
vf God with irowns, «ad the mouth of Conſcicnce| ? 
with Reproaches ? On tic oiner {ide, has not pray | 
cf been with ſucceſs ſometimes ? have you notf | 
found encouragement and grace at the mercy ſeat | 
Oh do that, which both bitter and ſweet expeti-| 
ence prompts you to, 
5. Prayer is an honourable en;ployment ; in thi: 
duty you have admittance to the car of the King! 
Heaven; how high is your Company ? your fellos; | 
ſhip & with the Father and with his Son Feſus Chrij, 
1 Toh, 1. 2. Though the Lord be high, yet he hati 
reſpect unto the lowly, he will regard the pray 
of the molt deſtitute, and not deſpiſe it ; he allows 


you a freedom to pour out your complaints, anq1 
cop 
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tomake known before him your troubles, And 
what honour is this,to have to do immediatly with 
God, to have bim ſo nigh to yo. in all that you call 
pon bim for ? Deut. 4. 7. 

6. Frequency, and fervency in prayer, will be 4 
great evidence of your Regeneration aid eAdvption, 
The Child, when born, crys ; and the Sinner, 
when born again, prays, Of Paul, 'twas ſaid as 
ſoon as he was Converted, behold he praycth, Act. 


* 4 9.11, 'Tisthe Sprrit of Adoption that makes us cry, 


eAbba, Father, If we cannot be ſatisficd unletſe 
we approach unto God, and value his favour and 
fcllowſhip above all Earthly things ; and are chiet- 
ly deſirous of thoſe bleſfings which he never givcs 
in wrath; and having given, never takes away” a- 
gain z we may conclude from our ſpiritual breath- 


ing, our ſpiritual life, Now a good evidence of 


| Regeneration, what will it be worth in a day of 


ttouble, ina dying hour, 

The La{t Uſe ſhall be of Encouragement to Be- 
lievers. 

1. Their prayers are Gods delight, Prov, 15.8. 
The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an abomination to tbe 
Lord, but the prayer of the upright, us his dcight - 
lo Cart.2.14. O my Dove, that art in the clefts of 
the Rock, in the ſecret place of the ſtairs, let me ſee 
thy Countenance, let me hear thy voyce, for ſweet us 
thy Voyce, andYby Countenance us comly. We are 
pleaſed with the talk and requeſts of our Children, 
though their language be lisp'd and broken. And 


; God is infinitely more indulgent then carthly Pa 
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rents are, or can be ; and much more willing to "* 
Stve good things than they, Mar. 7. 11, « 

2, There are many reaſons why the God, whom Be- þ? 
Levers pray to, ſhould ſecure them. '% 

I, They are bu choſen ones, God pitch'd his love 
on them, before the foundation of the world was 
laid, 

2.T hey are his Sons purchaſe ; he has bought them 
with a price, ſhed his Blood for the Remiflion of 
their ſins, gave his Life for their Ranſom, 

3. They are in Covenant with Ged ; he has en- | 
gaged to be their God, and ſurely he will be their ; 
Guardalſo. b! 

4. Theyare Veſſels of mercy, in whom he docs 
delign to glorifie his grace and love for ever, 

Surely then, he will heed theſe when they pray; 
he will give them the good they need, and ſave 
them from the evil which makes them flye to him. | 
for ſhelter, Ihavedone with the firſt DoQtrine, 
That a Chriſtians ſecurity lyes very much in Prayirg | 
eAlways, 

D. 2. All prayer us of concernment to be uſed, 
praying always with all prayer fays the Text. Pray- 
er isa duty of very greatextent, andthe parts of ; 
it are admirably ſuired unto the preſent State and 
condition of a Chriſtian, and the divers kinds of 
prayer very well agree with che various circum- 
ſtances wherein weare. All the ways of ſeeking * 
God ſhall be to purpoſe, if he be but ſought dili- 
gently, and accorcing as he himſelf has appointed; 4. 
tor he tells us plainly that he fays, Not to the ſee 30 

; 
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0 f Facob , ſeek, ye me in vain. Eſa. 45. 10, 

"% | Two things 1 ſhall here infiſt on. Firſt, I ſhall 
NApeak concerning the parts of prayer, and ihew you 

How all theſe parts are to be uſed, Seconely, 1 
all give you the ſeveral kinds of prayer, and ſo 

pcrſwade and direct you unto each Kind, that this 

duty may be performed in its utmoſt latitude, 


= | I beginwith the parts of prayer, and they are 
_—__ RebS 
= One part of prayer # a» bumble compellation 


or naming of God, Thoſe titles that are given him 
$n Scripture we mult be acquainted with, and ſuch 
ſhould be uſed as are moſt ſuitable unto the matter 
f our prayers, and which have the greateſt ten- 
ency to excite thoſe gracious and ſpiritual affeti- 
ns, which are required in our Supplications, If 
e conſult the prayers of Saints, which are recor- 
cd in the Bible, we ſhall find, that God is called 
metimes Lord, ſometimes Father, ſametimes the 


"3 Nreat and mighty and terrible God, ſometimes the 
nd ing of Glory, ſo:nerimes the high and lofty one that 
un babits eternity whoſe Name # Holy ; ſometimes 
J 8 God and Father of Chriſt, and likewiſe the Fa- 
of 4 Jer of eMercys, and God of all Comfort. "Tis not 


miſs to add unto Gods Title thoſe Attributes, the 
niideration whereof may help towards ſuch a 
ame of Spirit as becomes prayer. | 
i Would we have our heartin an holy awe, and 
I'd with reverence and godly fear ? mention then 
is omnipreſence, greatneſs, his holyneſs, and 
$jealouſy. Would we have our hearts broken 
| D3 for 


— —  — 
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for fin ? Mention his anger and hatred of Iniquity ; [3 
and withal!; his goodneſs, and forbearance, and |: 
readincſs to be reconciled, for the riches of his goed. | 
neſs,and long- ſuffering ſtrongly lead unto repentance, 
Rim, 2.4. finally, would we in our requeſts have 
our delires enlarged, and our faith encouraped, 
and be a!lſs forward to praiſe ? Mention then the 
{ſreeneſs of Gods love, the Superabundance of his 3 
Grace, 45 he is the Father of Jeſus Chriſt, As of 3 
vid he was itiled, The Lord that brought Iſrael out Þ 
ef Er yp:, and afterwards, the Lord that delivered 
ud rom the nirth Country, namely, out of the 
fiauyioniſn Captivity : ſo likewiſe inthe new teſta- | - 
ment, e189 called the God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Corifi, Eph.1.3. 1Pet.1.2, 2Cor., 1,3, 
Chrit is theonly prevailing advocate in prayer, 
2nd his relation to God, the ground of our hope} ; 
2nd cxpectations. | 
2. ASecond part of prayer # acknowledgment 
-»d confeſſion of ſin. This confeſion God requires. 
'r.3. 13. Oaly acknowledge thy Iniquity, that thou 
' alt tranſgrelſcd againit the Lord thy God, To 'P 
«.Þ.afeſs fin, has been the practice of the penitent, © 
God has been honoured when offending of him has 
»een acknowledged moſt unreaſonable, and hei- 
nous ; and confeſſion has had a great influence unto 
the making of Sinners humble and aſhamed, and If 
upon it how quickly has forgiveneſs followed:| 4P 
Pſul. 32.3,4,5- While I hept Silence ( 5, e, while 
I excuſed and extenuated my fin, and refuſed in- 
zenuoully to acknowledpeit ; ) my bones Ky” g 
_ | £7 0.0, 
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y; $14, through my roaring all the day long, for day and 
Figbt thy hand was heavy upon me, ry roiſture was 
F$urncd into the drought of Summer, Solan, 1 ac- 
ce,  &nowledged my ſin unto thee ; my iniquity have I rot 
we tid; I ſaid, I will confeſs ny Tranſgreſjons ts 
ed, Je Lord, and thou forgaveff the iniquity of wy Sin, 
the  Þelah, 

his # This confeſtion of ſin, in Prayer ſhould be Par- 


of Ficular ;, general acknowledgments move but iit- 
out le 3 The very root of (1n muſt be dug unto and bewail- 
red #4. Paul crys out he was a Blaſphemer, and Perſe- 
the FTuter , and Injuricuus, 1 Tim, 1. 13, and laments 
ſta- | $be law in his members,the body of deata, that made 
ord im ſo forward unto evil, Rom, 7, David particu - 
«3, Jar'zes his uncleanneſſe and blood-guiltineſs, and tra- 
er, xcs theſe abominable itreams , unto the fountain 
ope hence they iſſued forth, the Corruption of his Nas 

#ere, Pſal. 51.5. Behold I 'was ſhapen in Iniquity, 
ent! and in Sin did my CMHether conceive me. Our deſ- 
res.} Piſing the remedy which Chriſt offers in the Goſpel, 
hoy! Should alſo be confeſſed with Special Sorrow ; for 
To 'Þerein we go beyond the very Devils, who never 
ent, Þad one offer of pardon and grace made to them. 


nd finally, as there is abundant cauſe, we ſhould 
fall to Fudging and (ondemnins of our ſelves, One 
Fthat is truely penitent, is 25 Gmiliel, Paricienſis 
ſays, Fidelis Dez orator contra Seipſum, a faithtul 
pleader for God againit himſelf, We muſt unclaſp 
the Book of Conſcience and Spread it before the 
Lord, we mult hold up our hands, and cry Gmilty, 
guilty, and ſay we can lay claim to nothing as our 
VAT D 4 duc, 


— — ——— 
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due, but ſeverity and Puniſhments, , 
3+ A third part of prayer is Deprecaticn, Or pray. |; 
ing againſt what we bave deſerv'd and are afraid of, 
We ought with great ſolicitouſneſle to pray againſt 
the anger and hatred of God. He, evenbe, ts tobe : 
feared, who can ſtand in hs ſight when once he is an. | 
gry? Pſal.56.7. The anger of Godexprefles it ſelf' 3 
Several ways : the lighteſt expreſſion of it, namely 4 
in temporal and outward calamities, are ſome. : 
times” vcry terrible, Peſtilences, Famines, the 
ſword of War which devours fleſh, and drinks 
blood; how intolerable are they lookt upon ? but ? 
ſpiritual judgments are worſe than theſe, and ar- | 
Sue hotter diſpleaſure 3 when the Lord: gives fin- 
ners up to blindneſs of minde, ſearedneſs of con- : 

ſcience, {trong deluſions, vile afftetions, hardneſs 
of heart; this ſhewes he is extremely angry, The: 
other may, but theſe judgments eſpecially ſhould} 
be deprecated, PE ae ha 
- But the worſt of all is to come in the other 
World, and thats the vengeance of Eternal Fire : 
Oh how importunete ſhould we beto be deliver- 
ed from wrath to come! That we may not be ſen- - 
tenced to.depart with a Curſe at the great Day! 
that-Hell may not be our Eternal home ! How im- / 
portunate.ſhould.we be, that we. may not in-utter # 
darkneſſe be gnawed by the worm that. never dies, J 
that we may not dwell with. devouring fire, nor 

inhabit Everlaſting burnings. :- .- 

- 4. A fourth part of praier is Petitzox, here God| X 
gives vs leave to be bold and large, and wary wel.s 
| 2ve | 
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Fave asked never ſo much, he is ready to do ex- 
yay- [Fceding abundantly above all the: we can ask, or 
of, Fas entred into the heart of Man to comceive, Par- 
ink Pon we ſnoulg petition for, for we r.ighiy needit ; 
obe| nd the Lord has ſaid, though we have made him to 
an. . Terve with cur ſens, and wearied him with Our 111qus- 
ſelf ' F1es, yet hs will blot out tranſgre(ons for his own ſake, 
rd remember our ſins no more, Eſa. 43, 24,25. Till 
> Pardon be ob:ained, nothing clſe can be expe- 
Xicd; but when once God in Chrilt is reconciled, 
Þnd become a Father , nothing will be denied, His 
,ove therefore, and the ſence of it ſhould be in- 
reated with our whole heart. And fince the Lord 


 at- 
ſin- Þas promiſed to give both Grace, and Glory, Pſal. 
con- Þ4- 11, we may be bold to be petitioners for both. 
neſs ce ſhould be earneſt , that grace and holineſs may 
The 'Þe wrought in truth in our hearts, that Grace may 
ul} Þe continually increaſed, and that we may perſe- 
'Fere, and be faithful to the very Death ; and at 
ther Jength attain that Glory, Honour, and Immortali- 
re : 2y, which is promiſed unto paticnt continuance in 
ver- Ivell doing. Temporal Bleſlings alſo, we have 
ſen- Jecave to ask, for the Lord conſiders our frame, and 
ay! Fvery way is ready to encourage vs unto our Duty, 
im- 2 5- Afifth part of prayer is Interceſſion for others, 
tter Not only thoſe ſhould be remembred by us, that 
lies,, Jfand in anear relation tous, But we ſhould be 
nor| Loncerned for the whole City, for the whole Nati- 
en ; nay for the whole Church of Chriſt militant 
30d | upon Earth, . We ſhould prefer Fernſalem before 


- chief joy , we ſhould not kgep ſilence , we ſhould 


give 
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give the Lord no reſ8 till be eſtabliſh, and till he mak: 
Jeruſalem a praiſe inthe Earth, Eſa, 62. 6, 7. ni" 
ſhould in no wiſe hold our peace, till the righteouſneſ:\% 
thereof go forth as brightneſs, And the Salvation 
thereof as a Lamp that burneth. That is, till the ; 
Church is both retormed, and delivered from on. 
prefling adverſaries. In Prayer weare to have re. þ 
gard to our ſelves, to others, nay to the Lord him.*F 
ſelf, and Chrilt his Son, We are to beg that His 
Name may be HAlowed, from the riſing of the Sun 
to the going down of the ſame z that his Kingdon 3 
may come : And that all on Earth may do hig | 
and ſubmit unto the Scepter of his Word, | 
6. Another part of Praycr is [mprecation, Some 
are ſuch,that we arc to deſire the Lord would fight 
againit them, The cvil Angels, we may pray cha: | 
the Lord will rebuke them, and pull down tha: 
Kingcom of darkneſs under which the moſt of mer 
are held in Bondage. In reference to men, we mutt 
be more ſparing in our imprecations, or wiſhing A 
eviltothem. David, and the other Prophets arc 
not examples for us to follow in this matter ; for 
they knew by a prophetick Spirit Gods intenſions * 
concerning the perſons that they pray'd againſt, | 
The general Rule which we ought to follow, i 
this, Mat. 5.44. But I ſay unto you, love your Ent 
mes: bleſs them that curſe you , do good to them that $ 
hate you ; pray for them that deſpightfully uſe you and | 
perſecnte you;, this is to reſemble God, Who mak: 
eth his Suntoriſe on the Evil and the Good, We 7 
are to beg rather the converſion than the conf 
014 
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our Enemies; and ſuppoſing they are implaca- 


Fc, and incorrigble, we mutt delire rather that 


cy may be hindered from doing harm by their 
ſignes and power, than that harm may come to 


K#cm, even when we pray againſt Antichri/t, whom 


ce finde devotedin Scripture to deitruction ; we 
nu(t have no private grudg againſt the perſons of 


him-*Sny ; but our Eye mult be at Chriſts Honour, that 


Popery is ſo much ſtruck ar, and at the advance- 


tent of the Goſpel, and of Z;on. 


| 7. A ſeventh part of prayer is Thanksgiving, 


i: The Lords prayer ends with a doxology or giving 


onour unto God, Mat, 6. 13. for thine is the 
ingdom , and the Power , and the Glory for Ever. 


To praiſe, is to ſpeak &@ 7 my ayſiroy yas, 
NN! Sith the Tongues of eAngels. All the Creatures that 


re viſible, are mute, beſides man ; Ae #s rhe 
orlds bigh Prieſt , that thould offer this Sacrifice 


Þf praiſe tor all; Hes the Tongue of the Creation, 
Which ſhould be ſounding forth Gods goodneſs 
owards all, 
Þntous ! And ſhall we deny him the revenue of 
praiſe * His Mercys are without number ; and his 
J ove without motive, and without meaſure : Wher 


How much does the Lord let forth 


raiſe is offered he accounts himſelf Glorified, Pal. 


* Fo. vlt. Therefore in every thing we ſhould giv 


hanks, for this is the Will of God in Cbriſt Feſus 


Foncerning #s, 1 Theſ.5. 18. Thus have I gon over 


he parts of prayer, and none of theſe parts are 


Fncedleſs, 


In the ſecond place I am to give you the ſeveral 
kinds 


ee eee 
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kind; of prayer : prayer is twofold, Focal, whenſ 
the Voice and Heart are joyned together ; Mental 
when the heart only is engaged. - 

7, I ſhall ſpeak of Yocal prayer, when TongueF 
and Heart go together in this Duty, 

There are ſeveral reaſons why the Tongue is to} 
be made uſe of in prayer. | 

1. With our Tongues we are to honour God, and ? 
when they are thus imployed ſpeaking to him, or' Þ' 
of him, or for him, zhen they are our Glory, As 
there are fins of the Tongue, ſo duties of the} F'* 
Fongue too ; and as the Tongue of the Swearer, | * 
Blaſphemer, filthy and fooliſh Talker, is harſh and 
hateful to God ; ſo the Tongue of him, that prays 
ſincerely, is pleaſant, Chriſt tells his Spouſe, that 
her Yoice was ſweet, and her countenance comely, | 

- 2, In praying with others, words are neceſſary, 
Some mult be the mouth of the reſt unto God, 

3. Words eſpecially Scripture Language,help 
to excite, and ſtir up our aſfettions, and they ſerve to 
keep the Heart more intent #pon the Duty. 

This Vocal prayer 'is threefold , firlt, prayer is 
the Cloſet, ſecondly, prayer in the Family, thitdly 
prayer iu the publike Congregation and Aſſembly. Of | 
all theſe I ſhall ſpeak in order. 

I. Prayer in the Cloſet, That ſecret prayer is * 
the Lords Ordinance is very evident, Mat, 6, 6. | 
But thou when thou prayeſ# enter into thy Cloſet , and | | 
when thou haſt ſhut the Door, pray unto thy Father | 5, 
which is in ſecret. And as our Lord gave this pre- | 
cept, ſoheis our example, in regard of ſecret | 
go Oe. A prayer, |: 


—— —_——— 
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prayer, Mar. 1.35. Andinthe morning , riſing up 
great while before Day , he went out and departed 
nto 4 ſolitary place and there prayed, Jacob was left 
lone , and wreſtled with God , and had the name 
pf Iſrael given him, for as a Prince he had power 
&vith God and prevailed, Gen. 32.24, 30. Now if 
Fou would be fully informed , what this wreſtling 
Avas, compare the forecited place, with Hof, 12. 
.Þ, 4. By hu ftrength he bad power with God, yea, he 
A; | Þad power over the Angel, i, e. the Angel of the Co- 
he | Senant, avd prevailed. He wept and made Supplica- 
4:02 to bim, | 

ng} 8 Now for the better managing of this ſort of pray- 

r, let theſe rules be obſerved diligently. 

1, Aﬀett privacy, be as ſecret as poſſible, though 
Fre are not to be aſhamed of any duty ; and though 
y | Þur light is to ſhine before men, that they ſeeing 
J | Dur good works, may glorifie our Father in Hea- 
ſp| Yen. yeta Chriſtian isto do much out of the ſight 
,,| df others. As long as God's Ear is open to the 
1oft whiſpering prayers, what need is there that 
ny other ear ſhould hear a word which we ſpeak ? 
ly hen there is a deſire thar men ſhould take notice 
NM bf our prayers, God takes no notice of them, un- 
Jeſs of the Hypocriſie in them, to abominate them z 
herefore we have that cantion from the Lord Je- 
Tos, cMat.6. 5. And when thou prayeſt , thou ſhale 
14 Fat be as the Hypecrites are, for they love to pray ſtand-+ 
$ng in the Synagogues, and in the corvers of the 
. | Freerts, that they may be ſeen of men ; verily 1 ſay 
et | $20 304, they have their reward, 
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2, Takg the fitteſt time for ſecret prayer ;, 

morning eſpecially isto be choſen , though 
more in aday atleaſt, it ſhould be your ordin 
practice to pour out your hearts in private befq 
the Lord. My Yoyee ſhalt thou hear in the Morni 
ſays David. Jnithe Morning O Lord, will I dn 

my prayer unto thee , and will lookup, Pſal.F. 3. 

the Soul be ſerious in its addreſs unto God, in t 
Leginning of the day , 'tis likely to have the my 
grace, and ſtrength to reſiit temptations, and 
walk with God all the day long, 'Tis better tol 
ſhorter in the Evcning duties,and larger in the Mo 
ing, then the ſpirits are freiher and more abundar 
and the ſoul has not ſuch clogs in its aCtings , as} 
meets with when the body is ſpent and tyred, By 

if ſomething unavoidably fall out, that you can 
pray at the time you defire, and were wont ; © 
ſurc lay hold of ſoze other opportun;ty, and negleF'' 
fot the duty altogether, 

3. Let the Word of God be look? into,and meditat! 
on when prayer # made ; The word will direct you 
quicken and encourage.you unto prayer, By uF'! 
Word, God ſpeaks to you, as by prayer y 
ſpeak to him ; if you regard not Gods voyce, hoy 
can you expect he ſhould mind yours ? If you wi 
not hear, and obey, he will not hear and gra 
what you requeit of him.T be Word ſhould dwell rid; 
ly in you,, Col. 3, 16, your delight ſhould be in i 
Law of the Lord, andin that Law ſhould you med 
tate day and night, Pfal, 1. 2. The Scriptura 
ſhould be ſearched, which ſhews they are a depiiF* 

ar 
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d all is not at firit looking into them diſcovercd :; 
on muſt ſeek, here as for ſilver, and ſcarch here as for 
direaſure, if you would underſtand the fear of the 
ord, and finde the knowledge of God, Pro. 2. 4,5. 
ow enlightning, how enlivening, how cleanling, 
d transforming is the word of God ? How ſweet 
d delirable are the Loxds teſtimonies ? When 
Wc Spirit becomes the expolitor of Scripture, and 
Wpcns the eyes too, to behold wondrous things 
t of Gods Law, and affects the heart ! oh then 
ere is ſuch efficacy, profit, and ſweetneſs as is 
Scyond compariſon, 
J 4. Be liberal in this duty of ſcerert prayer : Pray 
itha forward, and with a free ſpirit; grudg not 
e time you ſpend here, for this is the belt way of 
anWraoing time unto a good account, Be ſenſible 
 » Wow £o00d it is to draw nigh to God, for the pro- 
oleF'i(e 1s, if you draw nigh to God, he will draw 
ich to you, Fam. 4.8. Draiv nighto God, and be 
ita draw nigh to you ;, cleanſe your hands ye Sinners, 
$:rifie your hearts ye double-minded, Now Gods 
rawing near, implies his being reconciled to us, 
is manifciting his power and grace for our help 
nd ſupply. Oh thercfore go unto God with an 
 wioly eagerneſs, who is ſo ready to meet you, and 
W ſatzare the weary ſoul, and to repleniſh every ſor- 
reid owful ſoul, Jer. 31.25. We muſt be much and 
4 #Þ\ten with God, for this is the way tocome to az 
ned $6quarntance with bim; and the better we are ac- 
Mvainted with him, the more we ſhall love hun, 
1d be ſenſible of his love to vs, Hark to _ - 
a9, 
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ſaid, Fob 22. 21, Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, 
and be at peace, thereby good ſhall come unto thee, 
5. In ſecret prayer, be very particular ; eaſe yout 
Conſciences by 2 particular enumeration of your 
Iniquitics, and the aggravations Whica hayg 
heightned them. Make known all your wants, 
before that God, who has ityled himſelf God Al. 
ſufficient ; fear not that the Lord will be weary of 
hearing, or be backward to give a gracious return, 
When you are alone with GoJ, you may uſe the|? 
the greater freedom of ſpeech ; rhis being particv-|% 
lar, will contribute much unto your brekenneſs off 
heart, with which the Lord is well pleaſed, ani 
alſo unto your own ſenſing of your manifold wants f &,,, 
and making of you mcet co be ſupplied, 
6. Lock after ſecret prayzr : Stand upon you Jn, 
Watch-Tower, and obſerve Waat anſwer is given.Þ Tr 
The Merchant hc2riz2as after the Ships that heÞ 
ſends to Sea ; Wien + Perition is preſented to aÞ 
Prince, you wait wha: Aniwer will be returned, 
Be thus wiſe in pray cr; i! 401 ſpeed not, find out} 
the Impediment : if yer: 49 ſpeed, be encouragedÞ 
by anſwers to act Faith iu Go, and to perfilt inf 
prayer. Becauſe he has inclined 5 ear unto mp 
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live, ſay 
David, Pſal. 116.1. And let anſwers of prayeÞÞþ ; 
be matter of praiſe,that Satau and Conſcience may} Tf, 
not accuſe you of, and God may not be angry at? 
your ingratitude. h | 
Thus of the Rules concerning ſecret prayer. 
Now foilow the Arguments to perſwade unto it. Þ 
1. Conſider, 
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1, Conſider, God ſees in ſceret ; in ſecret places 
od ſces, ſor he fills both Heaven and Earth, his 
mnipreſence is an evident demonſtration of his 
mniſcience ; as he cannot be confined to any 


ESlace, ſo neither can he be excluded. All things 
is Bere opert and naked before bim, Heb. 4.13. And as 
" is ſceing in ſecret, is matter of terrour to the un- 
0 


Fodly, ſo of joy unto the Righteous, David ſpeaks 
oth with wonder, and with gladneſs, P/al. 139. 
hel y, 8, 9, 10. Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, of 
| Sphicher ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? If I aſcend up 
"$0 Heaven, thou art there ;, if I make my Bed in 
ell, behold thou art there ; if I take the wings of whe 
Inorning, and dwell in the uttermoſt part of the Sea, 
$e2 there ſhall thy hand lea4 me, and thy right hand 
uUEFat! hold me. In what ſecret corner ſocver you 
1.FSrc, God is with you; all your lighs and groans, 
your complaints and delires are taken notice of, 
2, Frequency in ſecret prayer, 1s a great argument 
&f Uprigheneſs and Sincerity. 'Tis align you ſeek 
od himſelf, when none but God knows of your 
FJccking him. What the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
Few, may be applied unto the Chriitian : He is 
ot a Chriltian, that is one outwardly, but that is 
ne inwardly, not ey Td gears but &o Tw Ku] , not 
o much openly,as in ſecret, Rom.2.28,29. The praiſe 
if ſuch i not of men, but of Goo, 

3. Secret prayer # 4 marvellous way to thrive in 
f 
l 
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Trace, and to grow rich towards God, By this 
acans Faith will grow exceedingly, Love will a- 
F0ynd,and our Souls will proſper, Some Trades- 
/ E men 
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men keepa Shop, and drive a Trade there, 
gain thereby , but they have a ſecret way of tr.1d:n; 
which is not obſerved, and by this they _., 
wealthy in a ſhort ſpace. A Chriltian that is u$ 
in ſecret with God, O how much does hs jail 
ſuch an one, how good docs he finde the Loy 
how ready both to forgive, and to give ; and i 
can ſet his Seal unto that truth that God # plenten! 
in mercy unto all that call upon him, Pſal. 86.5. © 
4. Secrei prayer is a means to fit for publick 0: 
dinances. They that are molt upon their knees; 
the Cloſet, will get moſt benefit in the S2nCtuarj!? 
The preparation of the heart is from Go1, nl 
mult in ſecret be ſought unto, ty itt our ſoirits f« 
ſolemn worſhip. Thoſe that before they com: 
to hear, pray.th-- che Goſpel may come to them nitil 
word only *' +. in power alſo, and the Holy Ghij 
and mir .j[urance; theſe are likely to finde thy 
Goſp workins cficCtually, and that 'tis the pow 
ero” God to ineir Salvation, Row, 1.16, Thok 
that before they come to the Tabie, cxamine: 
themſelves alone, beg that God would ſeard? 
them, and are importunate for {trength againlt e: 
very Corruption, forall the fruits of Chriſt's ſul 
ferings, for all the graces of the ſpirit, are nd 
likely to be ſent away empty, | 
5. Secret prayer is a means to keep rhe impreſſn. 
of publick_ dures upon the heart, aftcr the duties then 
ſelves are ended, Your work 1s not over whe 
publick Ordinances are over. Has any fin beep 
diſcoyered and reproved ; you mult go in ſecret 
4nd 
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id bewail it,and cry out, Lord let not this,nor any 
iquity have the dominion over me, Pſal. 119.133. 
as any duty been made manifelt ; you ſhould g> 
ſecret, and cry, Incline my heart unto thy Teſti- 
onies, and make me to goin the path of thy Com- 
andments, Pſal. 119. 35, 36. Have any gracious 
d holy reſolutions, by the motions of the ſpirit, 


Fitch the word, been made ; you muit go alone, 


d beg, Keep this O Lord for ever in the imagi- 


Or. ation of the thoughts of my heart, and eſtabliſh »y 


art wntothee, 1 Chron. 29. 18. 


\"Y 6. Secret prayer, is the way to have ſpecial to- 


ns of Gods love, and thoſe joys that a ſtranger does 


Þt intermeddle with, Oh the ſweet meltings and 


awings of the heart for (in as 'tis an abuſe of mer- 
, tharare experienced in ſecret prayer ! Oh the 


Fits that then the great Phyſitian of Souls does 
Hake ! How ſuitably and gently does he deal with 


nolg, 
nFeary and keavy-laden ! Afar. 11.28. Oh what 


e wounded ſpirit ! what aſſurance does he pive, 
at he will in no wiſe caſt out, but give reſt unto the 


ace 1s ſpoken to the Saints in anſwer to prayer ! 
nat ſweet intimations are given, and ſometimes 
plerophory and full perſwaſion of their intereſt in 


Hat love which is unchangable and everlaſting ? 


rely the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
m, and he will ſhew them hu Covenant Pſal.25.14. 
7. Conſider, God will reward openly : This Ar- 
ment Chriſt uſes to enforce ſecret prayer, Mat. 


xY 6, Thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward 


ret 
Ap 


| D 


eopenly. As all ſecret wickedneſs ſhall at laſt 
F. 2 . 
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be detected and puniſhed, ſo all ſecret piety an 
godlineſs {hall be made manifeſt before the whol, 
world at the Judgment day , and the reward yil 
be exceeding great and everlaſting, G 
So much be ſpoken concerning prayer in tyf$ 
Cloſer, | | 

2, Prayer in the Family ts tobe inſiſted on. A3 
that Fanuly-prayer is a duty, may be evident? 
proved by theſe Arguments, > 
1. The Apoſtle in the Text enjoyns all pray 
and Family prayer 1s one kind that holy men have 1 
ſed. Foſhna reſolves, that he and his Houſe woul} 3 
ſerve the Lord, Foſh. 24. 15. and prayer is | | 
principsl a part of Divine Service, that in Scriptur 
'ris ſometimes put fer the whole, Gen. 4. ult. Th 
began men to call upon the Name of the Lord ; thati: 
in a morc publick manner to worſhip him. $0 « 
Cornelius 'tis ſaid, that he fearcd God with all iþ 
Houſe , and pray'd unto the Lord always, At, 10. ! 
2, Families of Believers are ſ{yled Churches | 
Scripture, aud in a Church there 1s a joyning toget! 
in prayer and other exerciſes of Godlineſs, The A\pin'$ 
{tle Paul wiſhes grace and peace to the Church , 
Philemons Houſe, Phil. 2. 3. and v. 22, ſpeaks & 
their joynt prayers, threugh which he truſted be ſhouk 
be grven tothem, a 

3. The Family ſtands in need of bleſſings, whi 
they are tegaaber to beg for , and to deprecate Fam 
evils; And for encouragement , Chriit has pr 
miſcd, that where rwo or three are gathered togethy 
ir: his Name, be will be in the midſt of them, Mz 
10.:Þ 
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2 20, Now in Family-duties, rwo or three are 
athered together in Chriſts Name, and his preſence 
ay without preſumption be expected. 
4. Wrath ts threatned upon prayerieſs Families, 


Pour out thy Fury upen the Famulies that call not upon 


y Name Jer. 10.25. I grant indeed that the word 
amilies 15 of ſuch a Latitude, that it extends unto 
ountries and Kingdoms ; but if there be an ob!.. 
ation upon Countrys and Kingdoms to joyn in 
lling upon God, ſurely then F4milys more ſtr1{t - 


I kr, are in nv wiſe Exempted, 


Having proved Family-prayer a Duty, I ſhall 


$:y down ſome dircCtions as to the performance of 


1, Be ſenſible that prayer is a buſineſs of greater 
oncernment, than any worldly buſineſs what ſocver, 
ou are indeed to be diligent in your Callings that 
re particular ; but your general Callings 15 of 


| Ereatelt weight, The general Calling is that wiich 


| are called to; and what are all called to ? They 
recalled to ſerve and glorifie God ; and to work 


dut their own Salvation, Prayer is a part of your 


omage to the King of Heaven, Much Spiritual 
nd Eternal benefit is to be obtained by it, there- 
oredo it not as a by-buſineſs , neither let every 


i mall matter cauſe the omiſſion of ir. 


2. Believe that ſucceſs ix your callings depends up 
1 the Lords Bleſſing, the bleſſing of the Lord makzth 
Lco (ſays Solomon, and be addeth no Sorrow with it, 

cov. 10. 22, Without this 'tis in vain to riſe up car - 
» 44d to ſu uplats, and toeat the Bread of care- 


E 3 fulneſs. 
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fulneſs. Now prayer for'this bleſſing, is the waj 
to fetchit. I grant indeed that many thrive in th 
World without prayer ; but then Wealth is a Cur 
and a Snare tothem ;,'tis a weight that hinders thenſs 
from aſcending ihtothe Hill of the Lord, and heljg® 
to fink them into de{truQion and perdition. 
3. Let prayer ordinarily be twice a day, as unde? 
the old Law there was a morning, and evenin!'F 
Sacrifice , and let the whole Family joyn in it i F 
it be poſſible ; ſince there are none but need praye,. 
and may receive advantage by it. [ 
4. Let the Word of God be read when prayer i} 
wade, that not only you, but your houſholds afte: * 
you may be acquainted with the Miſterys of the } 
Goſpel, and with the will of God. Abraham con. ! 
municated what he had learned from the Lord un. 
bis Family ,he uſed his Authority, aud command 
his Children,aud his Houſhold after him, to keep tu, 
way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 19. 
5. Take heed of cuſtomarineſs, and formality i * 
family-Worſhip , engage always with a ſerious Sp 3 
rit, and in-every Duty ſtir up your ſelves, to tak' 
hold on God. © | 
I conclude with the motives to perſwade you i” 
Family-prayer. 3 
I, Youtbat are Governours have a charge of ti: 
Souls that dwell under your Roof and muſt anſwer fa ? 
them, Thercfore you are to pray with them ; to! 
pray for them : Elſe you will incur the guilr of tit 
Blood of Souls and that will lic kcavy. You pro-: 
vide food for your Houſholds, for you are unwi!1! 
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ng it ſhould be ſaid , you ace ſo much worſe than 
fidels , 4s to ſuffer any to ſtarve that dwels with 
ou. On what unmercifulneſs is it, patiently to 
ſer thoſe of your Houſhold, to gp oa in the way 
at leads to Damnation : And kak. « ca'l upon the 
ord, in their hearing , that they may be ſaved ! 
2, Familics are the Seminazries both of Church and 
tate, And therefore as you delire the Church may 
22 pure, and the State Righicous, look well unto 


It {2 ah —A p 

zyc, | zour Families; and lecReligion flouriſh in them. 
"Mcſormation indeed mutt begin at Perſons, and if 

ex ;\Feery one would mend one; all would be refor- 


cd, Burfrom perſons it muft proceed to hou- 
f the J<s - And if theſe were bur once leavened with 
Fodlincſs; what holy Citys, and what an happy 
ation would there be! 
1d 3- Conſider, Family-Worſhip bas wofully been neg- 


pri efted of late in theſe declining times, How many 

' Barge conſciences, looſe principles, and looſe pra- 
y i files, arethere to be found among us ! We match 
Sp aodicea in Lukg-warmneſs ; and what was ſaid 


go! languiſhing Sardis, may be applicd to us, that 
Jve have 4 nawe tolive, but are Deal, Rcv.3.1.In 
EFmany Familics all are itark ſtone Dead, and there 
Jisa molt impions, and groſs neglect of God and 
FOuty : and in other Familiesall are ready to dy, 
p lively ſervices are rarely to be ſound. Oh'tis high 
time to awake, and vigorouſly to endeavour, that 
F in our houſes the Lord may be ſerved by all, and 


ut | | 
"IJ that with all their Heart, and all their Soul, and all 
Vil ticir minde, and all their ſtrength, 


E 4 I 
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I have done with Family-prayer. 

3. Prayer, in the publick Congregation and Aſſn. 
blyis to be ſpoke to, Gods Temple of old was ity. 
led the Herſe of prayer, Luk. 19. 46. becauſe ther 
his people mer together ,. to ſeek his Face ; pub. 
lick praycr is a great Ordinance, and when righty| 
managed of great cthcacy, 

Now, the Rules concerning publick prayer ar} 
theſe, 

1, Theſe prayers muſt be performed in a hel 
Tongne, thatall may underitand and be edified, 
1 Cor, 14. and they ſhould be well expreſſed, no ® 
thing thatis raw, unſeemly, or that borders upon 
nonſence or Blaſphemy , ſhould be brought forti 
in the Aſſembly. 

2. (ome at the very beginuing, To come mY 
is both offenſive to God , and to ſerious Spirits; 
and 'tis to cheat and defraud your own Souls; and 
when you are here, let your geſture be reverent ;\ 
for God expeas Worſhip and adoration from 
your whole man ; internal from ſoul, and extcr-' 
nal from the Body. ; 

3. Take heed of diſtraition, when there are ſo ma-| 
ny objetts to divert you , and your bearts are ſoe as 
ing ſlippery, Remember Gods jealous Eye is fix-Þ | ; 
ed upon you ; and as he cannot be dcrerved, ſo he 
cannot endure to be mocked by you , Gal. 6, ” j 

4. Targ heed of carnal deſigns in your publick, Du- ® 
ries, Let not your ſupplications be like thoſe of ? 
the Phariſces and Scribes, of whom Chrilt ſaycs J 


tney made "gs ently for 4 Ppretence and ry : 
Luk, & 
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k.20. 47. The hypocrite is like the Birds of 
en.Wcy, which though they ſore never ſo high to- 
ty-WWar ds Heaven,yet ihcir eye is itil] downward, that 
refWey may catch ſomething, Be not ſee-:ing/y devour 
ub.Y che Congregation, that you may the more un- 
ity ſpecdly be wnjuſt in ſhops , and ſecretly rempe= 
ec and unclean. But be very lincere in your pub- 
are MWck addicts unto God ; as knowing you haveto 
© with him, that ſees not as man ſees , rhat judges 
mr Fort according to outward appearance ; but tries 
ed, Wc heart and reins, 
no-\F And to perſwade you to. this publike prayer, 
on Fnlider, 
mth Þ 1. God ts bereby acknowledged and Honoured, Nis 
Fcoplec hereby teitity to the World, that there is a 
ate Ford in Heaven, whom they worthip, ard from 
*SFhom they have their expectation. And indecd 
nd; His is one reaſon of publick inititutions, that we 
t; Way make a profcfiion to the world whoſe we are 
'"m Md whom we ſerve. 
er. 'Þ 2. The Lord venchſafes ſomething to his peeple in 
Wt Santtuary, that elſewhere 15 not to be found, Da- 
.1- :4 was in an admirable frame when he was 1n the 
4. IV ilderneſs of Fadah ; God was liberal to him 
x- |Foth of Grace and Comfort : but he is not ſatisfied 
he Fecauſe deprived of publick ordinances that were 
Bdmainitiired in the tabernacle, therefore he crys 
4- ut, ey Soul thirſtth fer thee, my Fleſh longeth 
of "For thee, 20 ſce thy power and thy glory, ſo as I kave 
es en thee 1n Sanctuary, P/al. 63, 1.2. 
r,# 3. Theunited prayers of many Saints togetber us 
K, ſtronger, 
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ſtronger, and more apt to prevail. Vis anita fortia, 
muci fire together gives the greater heat z and mas 
ny waters joyncd , run with more violence : af 
in lic raanner , when a great congregation juyny# 
togeticr az one man to wreitle with God in pray, 


how Succeſsſul are they like tobe! Abranyn alon 1 


had like to have prevail'd for Scdow ; but put th" 


caſe there had been an aſſembly of righteous on:;,* 


Fa. 


belonging to Sodom, that had joyned with Abr. Ft: 


bam in prayer, ſurely the City had been ſpared, 


| have diſpatched vocal prayer, which | divide F, 


into three kinds, ſecrgt, ſamily, and publick, 


2. Inthe ſecond place I come to ſpeak of «77 * 
tal prayer,when the heart alone without the tongu ? 


is engaged. Now this Meatal prayer is twofold; 
firſt, more Solemn ;, Sccondly, more Sudden and E 
qaculatiry. "Tis lawful and poſiible to pray alone 


with the heart in a more ſolemn manner, and truly 


in ſome places and in ſome circumitances, word 


may not be ſo convenient to be uttered ; but wher: * 
"tis convenient, words ſhould be uſed, becauſ $ 
'tis gifficulr to pray any while only in the heart; ? 


and do it without roaving. 


Bur mental prayer, that is more ſudden and ej 4 
culatory, I ſhall alittle dilate upon, In this kin! ? 
of prayer, the Soul lifts up it ſelf to God, in ſom 3 
ſhort defire and requeſt, Thus Moſes eryed unto Gui, 
Ex2d, 14.15, and yet weread notof a word ut 3 
tered, Thus Nehemiah prayed, when King 4 3 
taxerxes was ſpeaking to him; Neb, 2. 4, The 
holy cjxculations are the very breathings of tie ; 

nes 
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ey creature z they mightily help to keep down 
c !ntings of the Fleſh , and to preſerve us unſpots 
Fc vy the world, or the unclean God of it ; but 
"Fc heart hereby is kept cloſe to the God of heaven, 
Concerning this meutal cjaculatory prayer let 
heſe directions be obſerved, 1. Let the heart fre- 
Huently be ſending wp deſires ro God, all true detires 
D:c obſerved, are pleating ro kim, and ſhall be ſa- 
"Wisficd; let theſe deſires therefore be ſtrong , and 
Fprincipally after the greatelt , that is to ſay, Spirt- 

Mual bleſhings. 

'% 2. 1nall your civil employments , let your hearts 

*Fver and anon be thus ergaged,; this will make, and 
Keep you Spiritual ; 'rwill hinder your clirang- 

ent from God, and your being enſnarcd by the 
nrignteous Maramon, 

3. Let every temptation at the very firſt be reſiſted 
#) this kind of prayer : thus watch and pray, that ye 
$-:ter nt into Temptation, at. 26. 41. Oh ſigh 

and groan to the God of all grace, when you finde 
Satan aſſaulting , and a ſinful and deceitſul heart 
Arcady to yeild, that you may have grace to help in the 
ime of need, Heb. 4. ult, 

YZ 4. Let this prayer begin and end every duty ; 

#ſigh before for aſſiſtance, and ſigh afterwards for, 
Yacceptance ; and that infirmities through Chrilt 
8 Jeſus, may be pafled by, and that you may obtain 
ſome Spiritual advantage by every ordinance. 

* 5. Begin and endevery day with mental prayer ; 

Z aſſoon as ever you awake, there are many watch- 

ing for your firlt thoughts z Satan, and ſin, and = 
Wor 
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world will have them , if your ſouls are not liſteWec 
up to the Lord, Let him be laſt likewiſe in youlWhs 
thoughts, this is the way to le dewn 372 peace an 
Safety, Pſal. 4. ult, | 
6. Eſpecially - pan the Sabbath day, ejaculatin 3 
prayer ſhould be abundant : you mutt not then hin 
your own thoughts, nor finde your own pleaſures. 1.) 
lydeſires ſhould iflue forth continually, Sabbath 
would be gainful ſcaſons indeed , were they bus 
thus improved. 
7. Mix mental praiſe and prayer together , Lt Wc 
your Souls, and all that is within you, bleſs the # 
Lord upon every manifeſtation of his goodnefs, x ® 
well as defice bleſſings from him, 4 
And thus have I gon over the parts and Kind; } 
of prayer, muc\ work, indeed I have told you of, #/ 
but the more wark the better ; for the more grace ii | 
to be expected , in order unto the performing ol ? 
what is required. I ſhall conclude with a very "7 
brief Application in two words, bi 
1, How ſharply are they to be reproved, that 
inſtead of praying with all prayer, uſe no prayer, but 
live in the almo!t total neglect of this duty, ; 
2. Beperſwaded to pray with all prayer, All 3 
praycr that God has appointed, he is ready to” 
hear; in all prayer the name of Chriſt may be uſed, 
and the promiſes of God which are ſure, excee- 
ding great and precious, may be pleaded : an! 
how glad may we be that the Lord has. appointed /, 
fo many ſucceſsful ways of ſeeking him, wherein 2 
he has conſulted the variety of our conditions ani +; 
: neceſſities! 7 
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iſteWecefſities ? So much for the ſecond DoGrine, That 
You prayer 35 to be uſed, 

a D. 3. Prayer when rightly performed, is Suppli- 

tion in: the ſpirit. Indeed all our worſhip of 
od who is a Spirit, muit be #n Spirit and in truth, 
70h.4.24, Clſc 'tisin truth, no wcrſhip. As the bo- 
iy without the Spirit is dead, ſo dutys without ſpi- 
it are dead alſo, 

In the handling of this point, I ſhall firſt open to 
Fyou what 'tis to pray in the Spirit, Secondly, Lay 
L: Sewn the reaſons of the Deftrine. Thirdly, Anſwer 
the Bſore caſes of conſcience about praying in the Spirit, 
4 BLaſtly, make application, 

8 Firit, what 'tis co pray in Spirit. This, asT have 
1d Falready intimated, refers both to the Spirit of him 
of, Fe hat prays, and alſo to the Spirit of God, who helps 
is Fto pray. 
of 1, This praying in the Spirit refers unto the ſpr- 
ry Brit of bim that prays, and ſeveral things are here in- 
# cluded, 
it $ 7, Topray with our ſpirit, implies, ropray with 
It $ imderſtanding. 1 will pray with the ſpirit, and I 
= will pray with underſtanding alſo, 1 Cor.14. 15, we 
| 2X muſt not only underſtand the words that are ſpo- 
)** ken, but alſo, and that principally, the worth of 
, > thoſe things which we Petition for ; we muſt like- 
,* wiſe in ſome meaſure be acquainted with the All- 
2 ſufficiency and FaithfrIneſs of that God whom we 
+2 pray to, and with our own indigency that are the 

X Petitioners, The Athenians had an Alter dedica- 
F cated, Ayvurs 20, rothe unknown God, At.17.23. 
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tO Supplication in the Spirit. 
and they are ſaid ;gnorantly to worſhip him ; and try, 
ly all their worſhip degenerated into ſuperſtition, 
We mult know the Lord and our ſelves, what hi 
promiſes and our own Needs are, elſe prayer will 
be of no account. 
2, To pray with our ſpirit, implies, ro pray with} 
qudament, diſcerning between things that differ, '? 
There is as vaſt a difference between Sin and Holi.' 
neſs, as there is between Deformity and Beauty:|' 
There is as vaſt a difference between the Creature}. 
and the Creator, as there is between the broker | 
Ciſtern that can bold no water, and the Fountain of | 1 
living waters, Jer.2.12.13. Be aſteniſhed 0 Je} 
Heavens at this, and be horribly afraid ; be ye ver;| Pr 
deſolate faith the Lord, for my people have committed | Jn« 
ew evils, they have forſaken me, the Fountain of li« | Wi 
ving waters, and hewed them out of Ciſterns, broken | Þ!! 
Ciſterns that can hold no water, There is as valt 
difference between a itate of Grace, and a ſtare of 
Wrath, as there is between Heaven and Hell, 
Now he that prays, mult be apprehenlive of all | 
this; and a believing apprehenſion of it, will make ' 
him earnett for the loving kindneſs of the Lord,and | 
that he may taſte more and more of the Fountain Þ* 
of living waters, and be cleanſed from all defile- 7 
ments. 2 
3. Topray with our ſpirits, implies, to pray |? 
with intention of minde. Abraham drove away the | 
fowls that did light upon his Sacrifice, Gen, 15. and 
ſo ſhould we drive away the impertinent and fiq- 
fo), and troubleſome thoughts that ariſe, or are |} 
neces |: 
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njected into our hearts, when we engage in pray- 
r. Our hearts cannot wander in the leait,but they 
re eſpied by him, whoſe name is jealous, We 
10uld therefore deſire that the Lord himſelf, who 
olds the wind in his Filts, would ſeize upon our 
Wore unruly hearts, and keep them cloſe to him- 
Jelf in duty, eſpecially conlidering there are ſome 
ind of dittraCtions that nullifie and make void, 


| Þraver : diltractions that are not regarged, not 
yer ; z 


Jamented, not watched, or ſtriven againſt, 

4. To pray with our ſpirits, implies, to pray 
Qvith [pirinal affettions, The affections are the 
$vings of the Soul ; and the Soul is carried cither to, 
Þr from any thing, according as the affections are 
Snclined. The Apoſtle exhorting to ſeek the things 

hat are above, preſently adds, ſer your affettions 
$" things above, Col. 3. 1,2, intimating, we ſhall 
ever (cek the things above in good earneſt, unleſs 
pur affections be placed on them. Thoſe affecti- 
Dns that have evil for their object, mult ſpend the:r 
Wfrength upon fin, which 1s the worlt of all evils, 
Sin mult be hated molt perfectly ;fin mult cauſe the 
Alccpeit ſorrow ; fin muſt be moit feared ; and a- 
Fainlt ſin, the heart ſhould rife with the greateſt in- 


, Wignation, Thoſe afteCtions that have geod for ther 


 |Foetter ſucceſs will follow, 2 Chron, 15, 15, 'Tis 


Fbje&t, as love, deſire, and the like, ſhould run 
Fwitha full ſtream towards God, and thoſe great 
Mhings that are brought to light by the Goſpel, and 
Zpromiſed in the covenant of grace, The itronger 
Zend more ſpiritual our affeCtions arc in prayer, the 


ſaid 
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ſaid of 74ah, that they ſought the Lord with thu 

whole deſire, and he was found of them, a 
2, This praying in the ſpirit, refers ro the SpiriÞps 

of God who helps topray. The Apo'tle Fade exon” 

to build up cur ſclves on our mo!t holy Faith, au $54 

f0 pray in the Holy Ghoſt, Jud. 20. and ſo to keep 01! 


$h: 


our ſelves in the love of God looking for the merl ir 
cy Of our Lord Jeſus Cnriit unto Eternal life} Vc 
Now the operation, or working of the ſpirit of Þf / 


Godin prayer, I ſhall explain in theſe particular} ' 
I. The Spirit of God teaches Believers for what, 
pray; be opens their cyes to underitand the Word | 
and to knw what the Will of the Lord is. Wh? 
know not, ſays the Apo'tle, what we ſhould pray fo} F< 
as we oup bt, but the ſpirit m«keth interceſſion for th pl 
Saints, according tothe Will of God, Rom, 8. 27. | 
2. The ſpirit removes impediments to prayer ; It he 
turns that love, that naturally is in the heart to ln} $3 
into hatred ; he cauſes the World that was Idol}! 
zed, to be conteraned ; h* cures that infidelity, in PP"? 
reference to the excellency of ſpiritual things) ? 
that the unrenewed Soul is full of ; as alſo that ct- |} 
mity again't God and Holineſs, which was in tit" # 
minde all the white 'twas Carnal, Where the $Sp- 
yit of the Lordis, there is liverty, 2 Cor, 3.17. tit 
Fetters arc knockt off, the Clogs removed, tit ? 
Soul is bronght out of Priſon, and is made free, F** 
both xnro the performaace of duty, and free in tit! 
performance of it, | 
3. The Spirit encourages wnts prayer ; he lets Bt- 
lievcrs under.tand, that ow es the accepted _ : 
tha 
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that now is the day of Saluatian, 2 Cor. 6.2. Where- 
are, he ſaith, 1 have heard thee ina time accepted, 
Gs 4 day of Salvation have I ſuccoured thee ;, behold, 
| &10w is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of 
$$54lvation. Though the Lord ſhould have been 
Fſought much ſaoner, yet 'tis not too late to ſeek 
Shim now, he will be found by the hearty ſecker : 
ſuch ſeeking ſhall not be in vain, Duet. 4. 29, Bret 
&f from thence thou ſhalt ſeck the Lord thy God, thou 
o| J/balt finde bim, if thou ſeek him with all thy heart and 
i Svith all thy Soul, 

i # 4. The Spirit enables Believers ro att thoſe gra- 
1} Jeet that are required in prayer. There are four gra- 
"| ces eſpecially that ſhould be exerciſed in our ſup- 

| Jplications, Humility, Faith, Love, Patzence. 

1. Humility, The Lord has a ſpecial regard to 
4 The Humble ; whereas the proud he knows afar of, 

and has threatned ro reſiſt the Proud. The humble 

Foul has high and awful apprehenſions of God in 

Prayer, and mean, very mean thoughts of it ſelf. 

| $Abrabam was hurable, when he ſaid, beho{d I have 

I 4ken upon me to ſpeak, unto the Lord, who am but 

Þ»/t and aſbes, Jer. 18, 27, Fob was humble when 

Dc ſaid, eine eye ſeeth phee, wherefore I abhor my 

; Je!f. The gogd Angels themſelves are humble, 

, Fhough never iq the leaſt offenders ; the Cherubing 


ti 


4 


Fover their faces with their wings, and cry out, holy, 
ly, holy, # the Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth us 
$'{ed withbis glory. How vile then ſhould we be 

our own eyeg, whq by our guilt are ſq obnoxi- 
uz z Fho have ſo many foul ſpots and ſtains ypon 
| : 9p 
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our ſouls, which are the effects of ſin, nay, whoſ® 
very Righteouſneſſes are but as filthy raggs /* 
Iſa. 64. 6. | 
2. Faithis tobe afted in prayer ; and truly y 
may come with conhdence to the Throne of Gracz, | 
if we conſider the power of God, which is not on. + 
ly moſt Mighty, but Almighty. I am God «Al Þ, 
mighty, ſaith the Lord to e Abraham, the Father ? 
the Faithful. He can do more for us, than wect | 
deſire ſhould be done for us. Nothing is too hail Þþ - 
for him ; and althoughall other helps fail, he nec 
them not, hi eArm, when alone, can bring Salu Se 
tion, Ifa.g9. 16. This power of God may fafelytt 
relyed on, for he is alſo full of mercy, Pſal.6, Hh 
alt, God hath ſpoken once, twice have I heard thi, B+ 
that power belongeth unto God,alſo unto thee belongii Yo 
mercy, David was encouraged by this in his ſux Hh 
plications, Pſal, 25. 6. Remember, O Lord, ti 
tender mercies, and thy loving kindneſſes, for ti 
have been ever of old, And we have not only ani Hy; 
timation of Gods merciful nature , but in hi 
Covenant, he has promiſed to ſhew mercy, { 
this he delights in ; and Chriſt is the Mediatour 0 Hhey 
this Covenant, ſo that 'tis moſt ſure, Hark 1 
the Apoitle, Heb. 8. 10,12. This 1s the Covend 
that 1 will make, ſaith the Lord, will put my LaSycci 
in their minds, and write them in their hearts : 1% 
be to them a[God, and they ſhall be to me 4 j# 
ple ;, for I will be merciful to their Unrighten$ 
neſs , and their Sins and Iniquities I will rem#Jpe 


ber no mere. | 
3. Jl 
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3. Love ts ro be atted in prayer ; there muſt be a 
FYoye to our Neighbour, and they mult from the 
{Heart be forgiven, that they Treſpaſſed againit us z 
Shall we think much of a few Pence, when we are 
Debtors many thouſand Talents ? But principally, 
Fierce mult be love tothe Lord cxpreſicd in prayer, 
is favour and fellowſhip with him wult be long» 
24 for ; the ſoul muſt thirſ} for Ged, for the _ 
od,as the chaſed Hart after the water-brooks, Pſal, 
2,1,2. And when he does manifeſt himſelf,he muſt 
Þe rcjoyced and delighted in, and his grace admt- 
uw Fed, whatever is received. 
it Y 4. Patience 1s alſo to be ated in prayer : there 
6 Fnult be a patient waiting in this duty, a right un- 
bu, $eritanding of Gods Wiſdom and faithfulneſs,that 
et Se knows what, and when togive, and will do it 
v\ Fn the belt ; both time and meaſure, will be a great 
" eans to cure our over-haſtineſs. David is to be 
' Snitated, who ſaid, I waited patiently for the Lord, 
1 $-4 be loſt nothing by it ; for it follows, He incls+ 
2d his ear unto me, and heard my cry, Pſal. 40. r, 
heſe are the graces which the Spirit enables Be- 
Fievers to act in prayer. 
5. The Spirit dire&s Believers unto Chriſt, as the 
lone prevailing Advocate, We are ſaid to have 
cceſs to the Father, bythe Spirit, and through the 
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[wFon, Eph. 2, 18, The Spirit leads us to Chriſt ag 

Fe Mediator, whois the way unto God, The 

eo W pirit ſhews, 'that God having given Chriſt, hag 

mW pcned through him, 7 treaſures of his grace 
| £ an 
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and for his ſake will give freely all things. Th 
Spirit ſtill is turning the eye of the Behever to.” 
wards the Lord Jeſus, and in prayer in{tructs u!" 
bow to tmprove hu relation to us; who 1s bone of ou: 
bone, fleſh of our fleſh, and is become an Hel 
and Husband to us : How to improve his ſuffering, * 
by which, all that we necd has been procured; 
How to improve hu interceſſion, which as 'tis incel. 
ſant, ſo 'tis neverdenyed ; and finally, How to in 7 
prove bis Power aud Authrity , for he can do whz 
he will, both in Heaven, and in Earth, He isth Ye 
Prince of Peace, and the Lord of Life and Glory; 
he can give Peace, and Life, and Glory to whon ; 
he pleaſeth, , 
6. The Spirit makes Believers ſiacere in thn Þ© 
aimes when they pray. They deſign the Hallowing 
and Honouring of Gods Name, as.well as ther ? 
own welfare. They beg far pardon and grace, nd 
only becauſe 'tis good for themſelves to have the, 
but likewiſe, becauſe the Lord glorifies bis gra, Þ 
and mercy axd goodneſs, in forgiving, and healing 4 
and ſaving thoſe that fly and cry to him, 4 
Thus you ſee what 'tis to pray in the Spirit z atl 
conſequently it does not lye barely, either in ſj» 
ency of utterance, Or in variety of expreſſians, 0t i fin 
multatude o f words, 4 
Now follow the Reaſons of the DoGtrine, a1 # 
they are of two ſorts : Firſt, Why our own ſpiji 3 
ſhould engage in prayer, bv 
7, Becauſe Gods # ſpirit, our Lord aſſigns thi ? 


as 2 Reaſon why worſhip ſhould be in ſpirit, - 
caul 


i 4 
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uſe God is a ſpirit, who is worſhipped. 

2, He principally requires onr ſpirits. My Son, 
ve me 'hy heart, Prov. 23. 26: And truly be does 
Þrrowly obſerve where out i:carts are, when we 
Fe at prayer ; and no wonder, for our ſpirits are 
Hoſt capable of ſerving -him. To admire, ear; 
we, truſt in him, theſe are the principal ways of 
Forlhipping him, and this is done vith the heart. 
# 3. Wiubont our ſpirits , prayer us but a mockery. 
f when the Lord is honoured with the mouth, the 
Heart be far from him, God ſays, un vain do they 
Sor ſhip me, and / will nor hold them guiltleſs. And 
this you may obſerve that when our hearts are not 
Engaged in prayer, they are commanded by the 
ords Enemies : Sin, the world, and Satan, do 
Bcetain them, 

The ſecond ſort oſReaſons are, why we muſt 
Sray by the help of the Spirit of God ;His aſbltance 
Þ neceſſary, 

1. Becauſe of our darkneſs, we of our ſelves 
Know not God, nor his Will, nor our own grea- 
tet Needs, nor wherein lycs our great intereſt and 
Tueſt happineſs, 

# 2. Becanſe of our deadneſs; ative we are as to 
2Þn, bur unto prayer indiſpoſed ;the dead man mult 
Sc lifted and carried , for of himſelf he cannot ſtir - 
Ve that naturally are without ſtrength, nay with- 
Dut life, cannot lift up our ſouls to God unleſs 
e ſpirit lift them up to him, 

® 3. Becauſe of the oppoſition that 1s made by the e- 
$-!one, When we come to the Mercy ſeat, the 
F 3 Devil 
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Devil makes nothing of taking the right hand al 
us, he is ready to re 4, as he did Foſhna the high! 
Prieſt, Zach, 3. 1. and were not able to withſtand 3 
him, unleſs the Spirit of God, who is infinite 
ſtronger, rebuke him for us. ; 
4. The Spirits aſſiſtance is neceſlary in prayef+ - 
becauſe of that natural averſneſs in otr ovon heart 
wnto phat is good ;, whereas we {hould hate the ef P" 
vil, and love the good ; we hate the good, and low 
the evil; nay inthe very beſt, theres a law in th 
members, which wars againit the law of the minds, 
and evil is preſent, If the ſpirit were not al{þ }*- 
mightily- and graciouſly preſent, there would be 3” 
an vtter inability as to prayer , or any duty which] 1 
God requires. | ; 
In the third place, I am to anſwer ſome caſes off 1 * 
Conſcience concerning the Spirit of prayer. L 
1, Whether all Believers have the Spirit of Pray | 
or ? | | | 
 Tanſwer, that all true Believers have this Spirit h © 
For the ſpirit of Grace, which all Saints have ref ! 
ceived, 1s alſo a ſpirit of ſupplication, Zach, 12.10.Þ ? 
and the Apoſtle expreſly ſayes, if a#y man have ns} | 
the ſpirit of Chriſt be 15 none of his, 4 
Y Whether only Believers bave the ſpirit of pray- 
or | VEDEAE "7H 
I anſwer, The ſp:rit of prayer ts peculiar to Belit 
wersz for where the holy Gholt does help the heart 
topray, he cleanſes the heart from what before 
defiled it,: and turns the heart and the deſires of it Þ 
towards God ; ſo that thats now the Log 


th 
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ind ſal. 73.25. Whom bave I in Heaven but thee, an 

e higher 15 20ne 0% Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 

nia 3- Whether the Spirit of prayer may not be loſt ? 

nite 1 anfwer, that the Spirit may be grieved, by 
Þur corruptions, when they prevail, and when we 
aye. [grow ſlothful and heedleſs how we enter into 
car ;{{Flemptation ; and being grieved , may withdraw 
ie ef Jþis quickning and atfliiting influences : But the 
low] {ſpirit is never quite loſs by thoſe that have been 
1 th Jtruly renewed by him, He abides for ever where 
nde$ Jhe has conſecrated any to be his Temple , Foh. 
alnþ 914. 16. David after his fall, ſays, Reſtore unto 
bef 4 me the joy of thy Salvation, to ſhew that his joy 
ichÞ 3 was loit ; but he prayes T ake not thy holy ſpirit from 
me, to lignifie that the Spirit was not quite depar- 
of 7 ted, though that departure was deſerved and fear- 
| ed, 

4-4 1 4: May not perſons excell in the gift of prayer, 
| that yet are void of the ſpirit ; 1 anſwer n the affirma- 
+ | | tive, Thegift of prayer may only ſerve to puff up 
e profelſours with Pride ; how are ſuch pleaſed 
, | ; in refleCting upon the repute they have gained by 
;| } their enlargedneſs in exprefſion ! And this pride is 
not checked , is not abhorred. The words of pray- 
er may be uſed, and a carnal worldly defighe car- 
ried on, Hypocrites aime at a an eminency in gifts, 
/ thatthey may paſs for godly ; and under the cloak 
of Religion , cover their wickedneſs: and in their 
molt enlarged ſupplications , they aime at their 
own profit , fame, and are prodigiouſly deſtitute 
of the fear of God, 'Tis certain the gift of prayer 
| F 4 may 


a wiz. 
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may be in the unſound hearted ; for even the git the 
of Propheſie , which the Apoſtle prefers before «ho 
ther gifts, we finde in wicked men, AMat.7.22,22 | at 
many will ſay anto me in that day, Lora, Lord, hay 
we not propheſied in thy Name ? Then will 1 profeſit 
wnto them I never knew you ; depart from me ye work, 
ers of iniquity. | 
5. May not ſome that have the ſhirir of prayer, bel, * 
very weak n the gift of utterance ? | anſwer yes Þ Tti 
There was much of the ſpirit of prayer in He7c;.|þ | 
ab, when he chattered like a Crane or Swallow | 
and mourned like a Dove, Eſa. 38. 14, The Loriff hi 
regards not ſo much the expreſſion as affeQtion;# | 
and the heart may be ſincere in its defires ; whenf !Pr 
not only becauſe of the ſtrengeb of thoſt deſires, but ol 
alſo chrough confuſion, there wants utterance : Le! 
not thoſe therefore that are but weak in expreſſich | 
be diſcouraged : for the heart may highly value fdil 
Mercy and Grace, and obtain both when prayer] no 
is but liſped, and ſtammered forth by the Tongue, | 've 
Now follows the Application, 'th 
And Uſe 1. is of reproof, which belongs. ino 
1, To them who pray indeed, but their Heat [th 
and ſpirit pray not with them, They put the Lord} \ 
off with the bended knees; the ſtretched forth hands} .zo 
the lifted up eyes; the labour of the lips; the fruit Þ.!po. 
of their invention : but all this while their hearts | !of 
are not with him z and their affections run a whot- | th: 
ing after their vanities and iniquities., The prayers | fr 
of ſuch diſſemblers are dead prayers : and truly | 74 


irc to be combred among their dead works : and 
their 
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it Iheir prayers being not minded by themſelves, how 
«Fhould God have regard to them, unleſs it be to 
Hate and puniſh them ? 
4 2. They are to be reproved, who make light of 
dhe ſpirit of God, and of his aſſiſtance 1n thu duty of 
rajer. They account the aid of the holy Gholt, a 
cedleſs, a notional, and imaginary thing. Such 
mever knew what 'tis to wreſtle with God , what 
'tistoſigh , and groan , and be as it were in Tra- 
I _ till- the blelſings beg'd for are obtained. Oh 
ow impoſſible is it, that Natuze ſhould riſe thus 
rf high, till the Spirit do renew andelevate it? 
|: Uſe, 2. Of Trial, whether we have the ſpirit of 
mf {Prayer or no ? And this may be diſcerned by theſe 
tÞ Following ligns, 
' 1. Thoſe that have the Spirit of Prayer, by the 
pirit have been convinced of ſin, Joh. 16.8, he has. 
eþ fdiſcovered fin, broken their hearts for it ; and 'tis 
| \now become a load to them, though before they lo- 
'vedit never ſoextreamly : Before they hid fin,now 
'tiey lay it open in prayer; before they excuſedit, 
now they aggravate itz and judge themſelves wore 
if [thy of Hell and Wrath, becauſe of it, 
|| + 2. Thoſe that have the Spiritof Prayer, are made 
| to look, nnto Chriſt crucified, Zach. 12. 10. I will 
+ | pour out pon the Houſe of David and the inhabitants 
| of Feruſalem, the ſpirit of ſupplication : Then ſhall 
«they look upon him whom they have peirced and mourn 
| for him, azd be in bitterneſs as one 1s in bitterneſs for 
'the loſs of « firſt born, Chriſt crucified is look't up- 
Pn by ſuch with a weeping Eye ; becauſe their fn 
| x was 


22, 
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was the cauſe of his ſufferings ; and with an ever 
dependance, for all their expectation of Graz ir 
and Peace, and Life, is through Him alone, ray 

3. They that have the ſpiritof Prayer , areeaſnis! 
meſs for the fruits and graces of the ſpirit ; that Loy joly 
Foy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gentleneſſe, Goodneſiſhe y 
Faith, eMeekneſſe , Temperance, All which the ; arg 


10! 


Apoitle enumerates , Gal. 5. 22, 23. may be ifFaix 
them , and abound : and they aretettleſs in prayFFuch 
er ſor the mortification of the deeds of the fleh $ Five 
for they conſidered what is ſaid, Rom: 8. 13. If 
live after the fleſh, ye ſhall dye : but if ye throughthlþ 
Spirit mortify the deeds of the body , ye ſhall live, ÞF; 
4. They that have the Spirit of prayer, areen 

bled to £0 unto God as unto a Father , Gal. 4. 6. Ani 
becauſe ye are ſons, God bath ſent forth the ſpirit + 
bis ſon into your hearts, cryins Abba, Father, Na 
but that doubts and fears may be in thoſe that hai 
the ſpirit : witneſſe the Pſalmiſt, who cryed ou} 
will the Lord caſt off for ever ? and will he be fav 
rable no more ? is his mercy clear gon for ever! 
And doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? hath Gu 
Fergorten to be gracious ? bath be in anger ſhut up 
tender mercyes ? Pſal.y7.7. 8. 9. But at lengity* 
and truly it may be long firſt, faith gets the bette 

of unbelief. ' Many that are the Childrea of Golf 
cannot always call upon him Father, yet even theaf: 
they go tohim,and are not quite beat off from himp {ma 
and there is a ſecrer Truſt, that he has ſome graciÞ ! hin 
ous reſpect to them - and by this they are encour:} | -; 
gen ſtil] to perſiſt in prayer, - ſec; 


$ upplic ation in the Spirit, $3 
ell Uſe 3 of Exhortation, Prize and value the 
KeBBviric of Prayer ;, as without his help you cannot 
ray to any purpoſe z ſo he can make prayer 
er Wnightily prevailing. The Spirit will create an 
"Boly boldneſs in your acceſs to the throne of grace : 
ſee will enlarge your hearts in this duty ; which en- 
uEJargements are not without ſweetneſs, and great 
FJatisfaction, The Spirit will draw up and indite 
JFJuch petitions for you, as will not be denyed : and 
| Fxive ſome encouraging intimation of your being 

FÞccepted, and anſwered, in the beloved. 
*77 Now, if you would have the Spirit of Prayer , 
follow theſe directions: 1, Reſt not zn the bare gift 
«T4 bf Prayer ; let it not ſatisfy you, that you have a 
| praying tongue, and no more : all your Supplica- 
ions are but a flattering the Lord with your lips, 
Fenda lying unto him with your tongues, While 
our hearts are not right with him, Pſal.98.36,37. 
2, Be ſenſible of your need of the Spirit : light and 
iberty, life and livclineſs, are the effects of the 
pirit ; good motions, holy affect ions, are his off- 
ſpring : without him you will-be like Pharaobs 
Chariots, when the wheels were taken off, and 
Jerive on heavily ; but he can make your Souls kg 

| 1the Chariots of eAmminadab, Cant. 6.12, 

3. Part with everything that grieves the Spirit ; 
foſter -not any luſt or inordinate affection, that 
[ay render your hearts an unpleaſant habitation to 
{ hitm, * | 
' 4. Frequently beg for the Spirit ; and Eſpecially it 
f ſecret ;this will bea ſign that you indeed _ 
[4 | IM. 
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him. Plead the promifes which you find, Lak, tj 
13. If ye then being evil, know how to give good gify"* 
to your Children ;, how much more ſhall your heaven) 
Father give the holy Spirit unto them that a5k, bim 1 
And what Ged has promiſed, Chriſt died that he 
might purchaſe : nay, Chriſt has prayed that th! 
ſpirit might be beitowed, Foh, 14. 16. And there 
forsyou may pray with the greater encourage. 
ment and aſſurance, Thus concerning that thirlſ 
doctrine; that Prayer, when rightly performed i &_** 
ſupplication in the ſpirit, | 
D. 4. 1n Prayer, Watching i a neceſſary ingre | 
dient, Watching isa duty which the great Pro.þ Þ® 
phet Chri't himſelf frequently preſſed, and thein- 3 
junQion is general, What [ /ay wnto you, I ſay wn 
all, Watch, Mar. 13. 37. He knew that a Spiri. 
tual Lethargie, isa diſcaſe moſt incident, Bur iff 
at any time, ſurely in holy duties this heedleſnef 
and fleepyneſs, does diſcover it ſelf ; we had need 
therefore to rouſe up our Spirits, that are ſo ſlug- Mo 
Siſhnaturally. Deborab ſpeaks to her ſelf four] 
times, eAwake, awake ; Deborah, Awake, awaks, 1% 
witer # ſong, Fudg.5.12., Wehave need thus + 


gain and again to call upon our Souls ro Awaty jdt 
and be Watchful, when about to utter a prayer, | lin 
Watching and praying are joyned in Scripture; |P 
and not only ſo, but Watching is required in pray-þ | 
er, Col. 4.2. Continue in prayer, and watch in the has 
ſame with Thankspiving : ſo1 Pet.4.7. But tith _ 
end of all things ts at band, be ye therefore ſober, and}. G 
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[n the handling of this doctrine, I ſhall firſt ſhew 
hat we are to watcb againſt in prayer. Secondly, 
hat we are to Watch over ;, Thirdly, Waat we are 
Yo Warch for ; Fourthly, What manner of Watching 
Þ required in prayer :  Fifthly, Grve the reaſon 
by Watching u ſo neceſſary ; Laltly, makes eAp- 
hcatron, 

In the firſt place, I am to tell you, what we are 
$o watch againſt in prayer, 

1, We mult warch 4g ainft indwelling corruption. 
There isa Law in our Members that wars againlt 
the Law of our minds ; and the Law in our Mem- 
bers commands quite contrary to the Law of God. 
TThis Law ſays, pray not at a#; but eſpecially for- 
ids ſeriouſneſs and fervency in prayer ; and it not 
atchful, this Law will ſway and over-rule us, 
3nd bring us into captivity to the Law of ſin : We 
ad need look to our ſelves, for when we have 
thought of doing good, evil will be preſent with ws, 
om, 7.21, and if carc be not raken, the evil will 
hinder our doing of the good. Oh how deep is the 
corruption of our Nature ! How deſperately wick- 
pv is the heart of man ! How great are the remain- 


t, 
fu 
1 
| 


dersof ip, in thoſe that are moſt renewed ! And 
i ſince the remaining Fleſh ſtill does luſt againſt the 
7 Spirit, this Flefhisto be narrowly eyed, that it 
{may be weakned, checked, elſe 'twill ſpoil all 
 : Our ſervices, 

2, When praying, we w«ft watch againſt the e- 
' vil Ong. Satan likes not to ſee us at the Throne of 
Grace, becauſe he knows and has fel the ſuffici- 
4 Ency 


4 
j 


, 
, 


86 Wat ch in Prayer, 


ency of that grace, that believers obtain there : Mare! 
beſought the Lord, ſays the Apoltle, when builWe c- 
feted by the meſſenger of Satan, 2 Cor. 12.8. and / 
the power of Chriſt ſo reſted upon him, that Saran hu 
no power unleſs it were full ſore againſt his will{Fray 
to keep him hymble, and to hinder his being exilſYs t! 
ted above meaſure, The Devil therefore migh{Fray 
and main withitands us in prayer z and how manf{ 
are his wiles, that he may keep vs off from thi 
molt advantagiovs Duty ! Sometimes he obj:({oth 
the difficul:y of Prayer, ſometimes he ſays, 'tif9, 
needlejs to ſpend ſo much time therein ; ſometimaſhdm 
"tis fruitleſs; and that little comes of all our Crye 
and Tears ; ſometimes he propoſes orher buſineſs hat 
be don, that we may be diverted ; ſometimes kr p! 
threatens to appear to us, that he may affrightwſ ea 
fromthe Mercy Seat, How buſy is our adverſy hi 
ry the Devil, weſhould be acquainted with, aniſf Ped 
watch againit his wiles; and do our duty withouſf Feac 
crediting or regarding his initigations, xlot 
3. When praying, we muſt watch againſt th Jun 
cares of this world, Our Lord cautions againit 6 
ver ſolicitouſneſs, What we ſhall eat, what we ſhall} wa: 
arink, wherewithal we ſhall be clothed : as that which fre 
would hinder us from ſeeking the kingdom of Gul} Mt 
and his Righteouſneſs, Mat. 6.32, 33, Earthly carÞyand 
will atlow but little or no time to prayer, and doe fthe 
very much diſtract the Heart in that duty. WorldF Jand 
ly projects make bold to come into the thoughts! 5 
and ſecular buſineſs and imployments are minded, lcei 
eventhen when the Lord ſeems ro be Waege anc 
SUcely 
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rely tis our wiſdom to heed the Apoſtle, Phil.4.6 
je careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer 

d ſupplication with thaukggiving, let 
wr requeſts be made known wnnto God, Preces birg- 
rayer isan Antidote againſt this care, 49 cwrarues 

Js this care is an impediment unto 

Frayer. 

$1 4 When praying, we muſt watch againſ? the 
Meaſures of this Life ; there is a ſtrange pronene(s 
(Jo thoſe pleaſures wherewith the ſenſes are gratifi- 
$$, to bewitch the heart ;and if theſe are loved and 
dmired, prayer will be irkſome and unpleaſant ; 
$nd we thall eaſily be drawn wholly to neglect 
hat which we do not at alllike, She that continued 
$4" prayer and ſupplication, was not one that lived: 
| $/caſure, 1 Tim. 5.5,6. Watch againſt pleaſures, 
Which are but for a ſeaſon, and when they are cn 
led, Torments follow that will never end. We 
ead of that rich iſman in the Goſpel, that was 
clothed in purple and fine Linnen, and farcd 
Jumptuouſly, and delicioully every day ! we read [ 
4 Jay that be feaſted, but not that he prayed, till he 
| was in the place of torment. Pleaſure before hin- 
ured prayer ; torment forced him to pray,but alas, 
#t was then too late. Deſpiſe ſenſual pleaſures, 
$and when they are preſented to entice thee, ſcorn 
| ithem, Inthe Lord, and Prayer, infinitely trucz 

| /and more ſolid delight is to be found, 
| 5. When praying, we muſt Watch againſt de- 
'ceirfnl Riches, Chriſt ſays, we cannot ſerve God 


'and Mammon, «Ht. 6. 24, Tf rhe Love of CHo- 
nep 
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ney be the root of Evil, as the Apoſtle affirms, thy 
it muſt needs be an hindrance ro Duty. ee 
had low thoughts of the Treaſures of Egypt, nj 
lookt upon the very repreach of Chriſt a4 greas 
Riches, Heb. 13. if any are deceived by ſuchtr 
fure, and grow eager after it, "twill certainly his 
ger them from ſceing kim that is invitible and fronf 
diligently ſecking hica. One great reaſon wh 
many pray fo ſcidom and ſo colſdly, is world 
mindedneſs; they are altogether for growing ria 
jn the world, ſo their deſires are ſmall of growinf$; 
rich towards God. Luther was a man much an 


mighty in prayer, he ſpent three hours 4 day cuf \w: 


ftantly herein ; But he was alſo eminent for his con. 
tempt of riches. And therefore, when one ſaid 
why dont ye {top Luthers mouth againlt the Pope * 
by ſome preferment ; 'twas at 

Mele. Adi» ſwered, That German-beaſt , if" 
-- vine £4- ſhould have ſaid, that Germasſ/ 
__ Saint, dees ngt care for Silver, 
6, When praying, we mult watch againſt th 
fins that do moſt eaſily beſet us, The fin of our Con 
ttitution, the ſin of our Calling, the fin which haþ 
naturally the greateſt intereſt 1n our love, is ti}, 
Arch-rebel againſt God, and our chief Enemy ; anlþ 
upon the leait unwatchfulneſs, this ſin will preval, 
and upon its prevailing, backwardneſs to pray, 
and deadneſs in it, will be the conſequent ; and 
not only the ſin, thit doth ſo eaſily beſet vs, but 
every weight muſt be laid « i;;e, Neb, 12, 1, If Wt 
would with freedom converſe with Gog in pray! 
- ever 1 
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very Iniquity allowed of, defiles the ſoul, and 

eparates between the Lord and us, and unfits for 

ommunion with him ; therefore we muſt Watch 
and (trive again(t all fin without exception. 

| Inthe ſecond place, 1 am to inform you, what in 

prayer we are to tpatch over, 

1, In prayer, we are to Watch over cur thoughts, 
TTis a Proverb, but none of Sylomons, nor a wiſe 
Þne, that thoughts are free. God ſces the thoughts, 

| &nd the wicked muſt forſake not his way only, but 

bs thoughts, if he will return tothe Lord, and par- 

Fake of mercy, Eſa.55.7. If the thoughts are not 


| warched over, there may be ſo many thoughts ſo 


any ſins , and guilt hereby, vaſtly increaſed. 
Thoughts are very quick and flect things,and great 


| 4s the natural Vanity, Impertinency, and Confu- 


edneſs, and finfulneſs of them, It there be no 
ye tothem, nay, if the eye be not vety careful, 
rayer may be made, and rhe God pray'd to, not 
ought on all the while. Right prayer, # hard [4- 
our, and the labour lies very much about the 
houghts, in fixing them upon God, in keeping 
ut vain imaginations, and expelling them as ſoon 

& potice is taken of' their intruſion. 
2, In prayer, we are to watch over our reaſoning 
culty. There are certain reaſonings which the 
| Spoſtle calls high things that exalt themſelves a- 
ainſt the knowledge of God, which muſt be brought 
to Captivity, 2 Cor. :0, 5. We mult not be pe- 
Emptory in arguing and \letermining that, this and 
'{Tat, and t'other 1s good for us, but refer our 
1 G ſelves 
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ſelves to his Wiſdom and good pleaſure,who does 
all things for his people bene & ſapienter, both 


well and wiſely, And as we mult not lean to our - 

own underltandings, in judging what temporal u 

mercies.are molt convenient ; ſo neither are we to - 
] 


crow ſo bold and preſumptuous, as to reaſon a. | 
eainlt any of the attributes or promiſes of God, Þ: 
nor any part of his will which he has revealed, 

The Lord has proclaimed himſelf gracious to his 
People, terrible to his Enemies ;:we muſt pray on, Þ: 
and believe this, though Enemics are high, and 
his Church never ſo much oppreſſed ; though pro. 
vidences do ſeem never ſo much to thwart Gods 
promiſes, yet we muſt believe that God is faith. 
ful in his promiſes, and pray, and wait for their 
zccompliſhment : Finally, we muit not reaſon «x 
gainſt any part of his will, but though his com- 
mands are never ſo ſtrictly holy, we mult approve 
of them, and beg grace to keep them. 

3. Inprayer, weare to watch over our heart: |} 
Keep thy heart with all diligence , Prov. 4. 23. Heel 
mult be taken , that there be no jarring between 
our wills, and the Will of God ; for his Will is 
holy, juſt, and good ; ours therefore ſhould al. 
ways comply with his. As the Eccho anſwers, and 
returns the Voyce, ſo ſhould our willscomply 
ing, anſwer Gods Will commanding. This you 
may obſerve in David,a man after Gods own hear, 
Pſal. 27. 8. The Lord ſays, ſeek ye my face , Davidh& 1. 

ow 


heart echoes back, Thy face, Lord will I ſeek, : hþ 
Pfal. 119.45. the Lord Commands v0 keep hu pre-\gt i 


cett 
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epts diligently, Davids eccho is, Oh that my ways 
vere diretted , that I might heep thy Statures | We 

ult ſee to our hearts in prayer, that they be ſin- 
tere in hating what the Lord abhors, and in chu- 
Wing what he offers inthe Goſpel, and alſo promi- 
Jes to beſtow, 
) 4. In prayer, we are to watch over our Conſcien- 
$e:, that they pefform their Office faithfully. Their 
Dfhice is to obſerve and condemn every miſcarri- 
dzc, to urge unto a more ſpiritual manner of pray- 
Ing, and to be reitleſs and unquiet ; if prayer be 
mitted upon any ſlight pretence, or the £ ale in 
e Flock be not offered to the Lord,but a corrupt thing, 
render Conſcience is a bleiling that can never be 

ficiently valued ; this will cauſe the beſt to be 
ven unto God ; this will not be ſatisfied till God 
pproves and commends ; and what a Heaven 
pllows upon prayer, when the Lord himſelf, and 
dis Officer, Conſcience, arc both pleaſed. Burif 
vc grow unwatchful over our Conſcicaces , and 

ffer them to fall aſlcep and become ſeared ; a 
Houſand faults, in prayer, will be winkt at, nay, 
e ſhall be but little reproached for the total 0- 
iſhon of it, 

5. In prayer,we arc to watch over our aff ettons ; 

te more of afteCtion in prayer, the more pleaſing 
Te duty will be to God, and the more pleaſant ro 
gm that performsit, There is enough in the Lord, 
P draw forth the very ſtrength of our affections. 
gow great is his goodneſs ! how able and power- 

| is his Hand to ſave! how unſcarchable are the 
. G 2 riches 
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riches of his grace ? Eye has n:t ſcen,car has not heard, 
weither has it entred into the heart of man, what he ha 
prepared for thoje that wait upon him, Iſa. 64. 4. We 
are inexcuſable, ifall this move not our alfeC. 
ons, We (hould watch, and obſerve when our af. 
fections do but begin to incline towards former 
Lovers, and then comnare thoſe I,ovcis and the 
Lord together , that other things May be conten 
ned, and our ſouls may even break for longer aſter 
God, 

6. In prayer, weare to watch over our outward 
man; our tongues and ſences mult te lookt to; 
our tongues mult ſpealt reverently, conſidering 
Gcdis i» Heaven axd we on Earth, Ecciel, 5, 2, 
and we mult have warrant frouw Gout 05 wed, 
for the words we :t:er before him. Our ſence 
mult be gvzr:.c4, elle at the ear, or eye, cſpecial. 
ly ſome: .;ug or other may enter that may dilturh 
pray®?, and hinder it from being ſo fervent and cl. 
felt ual. 

You ſce what we muſt watch over. 

In the third place, 1am to ſhew what we mul 
watch ſor in prayer. 

1, We mult watch for fir ſeaſons to pray. There 
are ſome times and ſcaſons in which God is ncer- 
er than at others, and more ready to be found 0 
them that ſeek him ; this the Prophet intimates, 
Eſa. 55.6. Seck_thee the Lerd,while he may be found; 
call ye upon him, while he 1s near. Theſe ſeaſon 
of grace and love, are carefully to be obſerved; 
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ame ſo near to Facob, as to ſuffer him to take hold 
bf him, that was 4 ſpecial ſeaſon ; and Faccbh was 
Scniblc of it, and wreſtles long, and with an holy 
Xvar; he keeps his hold, and would not let go 
#..i ie nad gos the blelling , Gen. 32. 29. That al- 
0 was a ſpecial opportunity, wnen the Lord ſpas 
1:0 Moſes, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh to bis 
riend Exod. 33.11. Moſes improves this, and 
+ .ov5 for the Lords preſence with him, and with 
"1c people of 1ſracl ; and having prevailed 'or this, 
e acds further, Lord, T beſeech thee, ſhew me thy 
' -lory. v. 18. Hereupon, the Lord made his good- 
-eſs to paſs before him, and proclaimed, The Lord 
od, merciful and gracious, long ſuffering » Abun- 
ant in goodneſs and in truth, keeping mercy for '-u- 
nd;, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſpreſſion, an Sin, 
| 2, We muſt watch for Admonitions from Conſct+ 
| ence unto Prayer, When Conſcience ſays, Thou 
* #1/r not yet prayed jn ſecret ; now $9 and pour out 
thy heart before him that ſces in ſecret, Thou haſt 
| not yet prayd in thy Family ;, Call all of thy 
| Houſhold together , and joyn in begging, that the 
| Lord would have mercy upon all. Conſcience is 
/ by no means to be diſ-regarded, but its admoniti- 
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-; on ſhould be taken, h 

1 The Authority which the Lord allows to conſci- 
! ence, is grear, and its office is of a large extent ; 
| Conſcience is a Witneſs, and a Fudge , and a 
' Monitour, Asa Witneſs, it takes notice of the 
{ evil which we do, of the good which we refuſe to 
* do, andlikewiſe obſerves when we are careful of 
G 3 our 
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our duty. As a Judge, it acquits, or condemn, 
according as we have bcen cither good or faithſul BY 
or evil and ſloathful Servants. As a Monitour, i|þ 
tells us before hand of our duty, and as we woulfſ 
avoid its Accuſationsand Reproaches , we ſhouli 
not venture upon any lin which itcrys out againtÞ4 
nor neglect praycr, or any other duty , which j 
charges us to perform, as we will anſwer it be 
fore God, 

3. We muſt watch, for the motions of the ſpin * 
nnto prayer, When the Holy Gholt moves to thi 4 
duty, and his motions are heeded and obeyed, wh 3 
are to conclude , that the ſame ſpirit which moveſ 4 
to prayer, will aſſiſt in prayer, 'Tis a wondetſy 
ptiviledge that the Spirit is ſent unto the Churches| ? 
and is ſpeaking , and ſtriving for their good. Eve. 
ry one ſhould bave an ear to hear what the ſpirit ſay 
Rev. 3. #/t. When the Spirit ſpeaks concerning lin, | 
this 15 nor the way, therefore avoid it : Oh do not thif | 
abominable thing which God hates; we mult by nf 3 
means conſent to evil, When the Spirit ſays conf ? 
cerning duty, thts # the way, walk in it, Eſa. 30.31, 
we mult by all means, yeild unto that which i; 
g00d, If the Lord, by his Spicit, ſays, Seek, m 
Face, with the greatelt forwardneſs we ſhould re: 
ply, Thy Face Lord, will we ſeck,; and he will na 
then hide his Face from us, nor put his Servants«|þ * 
way 1n anger, | \ 

The motions of the Spirit unjo prayer, are two-Y, 
fold, Ordinary, Extraordinary. 

7, There are mores ordinary motions unto prayer 

as on 


+ +4 
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lem Tis the minde, and will of the Spirit , that our u- 
thſu$Hual times for prayer of all ſorts ſhould be obſer- 
ur, ifred ; and though deadneſs, and indiſpoſition be 
WouliFSever ſo great , and our hearts draw back from 
houl{fKhe Throne of Grace, yet we muit go thither, Ex- 
ganltFSperience teaches, that whe: © deadnels, at the be- 
ch iFSoinning of prayer has ſcemed invincible, yet of a 
it beF Iſudden it has been removed, and the duty has been 
arried on, and concluded with more than ording- 
ſrinþ ry enlargements. The 1/raclites were commanded 
9 tif Jro go forward, when they came to the red Sea ; 
), wf Jthey might have anſwered, what, would you hav e 
ove Rus march into the water and bz: drowned ? Well, 
erfulf Jbut forward they 2a, and the water is dried up be- 
chez Ifore ther, Exod. 14. So truly , many times, when 
Eve Qabout to pray , there is great liſtleſneſs, and many 
lay, diſcouragements ; Yet we mult go forward , and 
B li; Þ Fengage in our duty, and the Sea is dryed up before 
t thif'4 us, theſe diſcouragements are removed, 
yg 2. Theſeare more extraordinary motions of the 
cory 4 Spirit unto Prayer, Upon ſome remarkable Provi- 
314 J dence, either croſs, or kindneſs; upon the hear- 
" sf F ing of ſome more than ordinary affeting Truths : 


Py TREE? 
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. "| 7 upon ſome ſpecial manifeitations by way of quick- 
eg? ning and peace; the Spirit may move unto more 
nap? than ordinary plying of this work of prayer. And 


$+F 7 the [ron is by all means to be ſtruck while 'tis thus 
I hot. Anextraordinary motion of the Spirit, raiſed 
*b* David out of his bed at midnight, Pſal. 119. 62. 
' eAt midnight I will ariſe, to give thanks unto thee, 
er. becauſe of the righteous judgements, $0 ACt, 16, 25» 
Mov) G 4. at 
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at midnight Paxl and $:las prayed, and ſang prai 
unto God, andthe priſoners heard them. - | 
But here you muſt have a caution leſt Satan yp 
an advantage. When the Spirit of God, thus ex: 
traotdinarily moves to pray, he does ſweetly an 
ſtrongly incline the heart to comply with his mot 
on ; there is a quickning heat goes along with hi" 
perſwafions. But Satans motions to' pray at ur 
wonted times, come with a perplexing violence auf 
burthenſomeneſs upon the ſpirzt ;, but there is nodil 
poſing or enlarging of the heart unto ſupplicatia, 
Thus the Egyptians of old required the tale d 
Bricks from the children of 7ſ-ael, but allowed naf i 
ſtraw to make them with. 
4. We muſt watch for. all manner of Enconraje 
ments in Prayer : and truly the Lord is not back ? 
ward to give, if we are heedful and forward totakth * 
encouragement, The Lord encovrages to praye 


tothe Mercy ſeat vv, He cauſes us to be Friel, 
-and delighted in his Preſence; and our hearts | * 
out, Oh how good is it for us to be here ! Thy » 
none other then the T hrone of Grace, and thu u wh 
deed the Gate of Heaven, "Tis good for me to ara 
nigh to God, ſays holy David, Pſal. 73. lt. 

2. The Lord encourages to Prayer, by melt 
of the heart for ſix;, he thaws the ice by the beam 
'of his love. 'Senſe of unkindneſs, and unſuitablh ; 
carriage towards the Father of rmercies' , cauſe, 
plenty of Godly Sorrow, and the heart hereby i 
"HE. | © exceedingly 


various ways. 

' 1. By making u ſenſible what a priviledge acc 
| 
| 
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cceedingly alienated from its iniquity, 

' 3. The Lord encourages to Prayer by enlarging 
mn rfybe deſires after bimſelf , making the Soul en- 
Is exfÞ&moured of him , and altogether unſatisfied till it 
y anÞFa(t and ſee his goodneſs. 

motif 4 4. By Intimations of audience, The Lord ſaid 


rai 


th tif into Daniel at the cloſe of tis Prayer,O man great- 
t ur-Þ Yy bel-ved, Dan.g.23. Chrilt aniwers the Woman 
e auff-pf Canaan, Great u thy faith, be it unto thee even as 
odiff $h:u wilt, Hat. 15.28. When God, after we have 


atinÞ Seen earnelt for pardon, for SanClification, for 
le of Þrace to honour and to pleaſe tim, cauſes a peace 
d neff &nd calmneſſe in our Spirits, and we have an hint, 
Khat our petitions are according to his will, and 
rare Twill be granted : here is great encouragement in 
ack Prayer, Now ſuch encouragements ſhould be 
 takeÞ Kwatched for , and laid hold on with the greateſt 
raye} Tthankfulneſs, 

5. We muſt watch for the returns of Prayer, The 
cc} IPſalmiſt had been praying, and he reſolves he 
ishcl} would hearken what God the Lird would ſpeak, that 
; &fÞ Jis, by way of anſwer, P/al. 85.8. In like manner 
 uþ Ithe Church, concluding that the Lord would at 


5 -þ 3laſt hear, reſolves to wait for him, e Mic, 7.7. 
dra | Therefore will I lock unto the Lord, I will wait for 

the Ged of my Salvation, my God will hear me, If 
ling 3 you watch not for returns of prayer, you do not 
eam|} {conſider what you do, or with whom you have to 


table 3 do in Prayer : when you pray, you take the name 
uſe.) of God into your mouths; and (hail that be taken 
Dy i; in vain? when you pray you engage in an — 
gl! Þ 0 
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of God, and ſhall that be uſed in vain ? What, vf 
ye imagine that Gods hand is ſhortned, or his ex 
heavy, and his bowels itraitned ? Not looking af. 
ter your prayer, diſhonours him more then yo 
are aware of, He ſpeaks to yeu ; and does for you if 
vain, And this is the ready courſe to provoke hin 
to keep ſilence, and to ſhut his hand : You ar 
therefore with the prophet, to ſtand upon yeur wat 1 
tower, and to obſcrve what God ſays to youſp 
Hab. 2.1. 

Here one grand caſe of conſcience is to be pro. 
poſed and reſolved, How we ſhall know whealnf* 
prayer be anſwered Yea,or No? andthe bleſſings wh" 
have begged, given asa return to our requeltiny 
for them ? 

I anſwer that Bleſſings are of two ſorts. Tiſh 
that are peculiar to Saints, thoſe that are commal 
to the ungodly, 

1, There are bleſivgs that are peculiar to th 
Saints, Such as the ſenſe of Gods love, ſtrengiÞ 
againſt corruption, righteouſneſs and true holineſ, 
peace of conſcience ; power to run in the ways d 
Gods commands, without wearineſs, and to walk : 
without fainting. If ſech bleſſings as theſe are pi? 
zed, and earneltly deſired in prayer, and after 
prayerare beitowed, they may be be conclude 
the fruit of Supplication, In the day when I cryii 
theu anſweredſt me, ſays David, ard ſtreng thned};Þ* 
*21e with firength in my Soul, Pſal. 138. 3. te pray: 
ed for grace and ſpiritual ſtrength, and had it, and 


concludes h# prayer was anſwered, Only the Chit * 
creny 


— 
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dren of God long and beg for ſuch bleſſings; and 
Fifthe Lords hand be open and gives the bleſſings 
beg'd, we may alſo conclude that his car was 0- 
Epcnto the begging, 


2, There arc Bleſſings that are common to the un- 
| Jrodly, as health, food, raiment, relations, pro- 
#(perity, removing afflictions; and mercies of the 

like nature, "Tis more difficult to know when theſe 

Jare given or continued, as a return to prayer ; but 

yet this may be knownin theſe particulars, 

1, Temporal Bleſſings are the fruit of prayer, 
when they were begged net only of God but for God, 
Ithat they might be employedin his ſervice and to 
This praiſe. Foſhua begged for victory over the Ca- 

nanites, but he had an eye to Gods great name, 

Iwhich he knew would be diihonoured if Iſrael 

were overthrown, Foſh.7.9, When we deſire ſome 

jeltate that we do good with it, and honour the Lord 
with our ſubſtance ; when we deſire health and 

Firength that we may be the more uſeful, and ſerve 

our generation according to the will of God, and 

= we delired is beltowed, ſurely Prayer is 

card, 

3 2. Temporal bleſſings are the fruit of prayer 
Iwben they are begg'd with «n humble aud holy ſubmiſ+ 
lon, and not asked as the principal things, Whew 
Fwe pray for daily Bread, and the meat that pe- 
j{Fiſhes, in ſuch a meaſure as the Lord ſces meeteit 
fo deal forthto us ; but our greateſt hunger and 
thirit is after higher things, even that meat which 

(endures to everlaſting Life ; ani! the waters of that 

| Fountain, 
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Fountain, that is a/ways flowing,and yet ever ſyll 
3. Temporal bleſiings are obtained by pray 
when they prove as cords to draw the beart 1::1r+» y 
God, and effettually enrage unto obedienc: ; ii 
was brought very low, the ſorrows of Path Mt 
paſſed him'; he calls upon the Name of the 14 
deliverance, Pſal. 116. 3,4. well, 4s tone i 
granted, and what effect bad it ? ;r 1146 #2 ai 
mire divine Mercy, it ſtrengthen: 1 &with,1t mf 
him cry ont truly I am toy [erv.int. 394 vet ty+ 
walk before God in the Land of the livius, tune! 
this deliverance came by Prayer +: wn. 13 bent! 
was perſwaded, v. 1,2, Tov: th: £41 7 
hath heard my Voyce and my ſur +1 
bath inclined his ear to me, th: 
him as long as I live, 
I have thewed you what w 
prayer. 
' Inthe fourth place I am to ſhew war 2:44 
watching tu required, 
7, Our watch mult be very tri, and this itrict 
neſs will be acknowledg'd reaſonable, if we cor- 
ſider, that prayer isa buſineſs of weigbr ; Life « 
Death, Bleſling or Curling, will follow accordin 
as we ſpeed well or iilin prayer, When we cont 
to the Throne of Grace, we entreat for no leſs tha 
the forgiveneſs of millions of offences; the lealt of 
which if unpardon'd, is ſufficient to expoſe us tt 
eternal condemnation : we entreat for no leſs the! 
grace and plory, we deprecate no leſs then rhe a 


ger of the Almighty, and evcrlafting m— | 
acl 
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er full Furey we ſhould be watchful and ful] of care by 
PreverfMl means, to ſpecd ina duty of ſuch vaſt concern- 
*7-* Went. 
D1viifh 2, Our watch, muſt be continued, it muſt be 
Bfore, and in, and after Prayer, and all little e- 
4 '»Þ ough. 
ne 4 1, We muſt watch before prayer, 
2 «fat every thing may be avoided Dimidium fatti, 
4nd removed, that may hinder the 9 <@p#t habit, 
/* nÞ$cart ſrom preparing to have todo 2% 
4-7 Fith God ; 'tis not caſte to enter rightly upon 
:-'F this duty, 
"144 2. We muſt watch 7 prayer, Prayer is ex- 
preſſed in Scripture by the Metaphor of wreſtling. 
| Ifthe Wreſtler watch not, he prevails not, but 1s 
ally foy'd. If we are not very vigilant all the 
hile we are prayin”, God, whom we wreſtle 


avith , will x 1t:.cc2w,, and we ſhall miſs of the 
Þicſing ; anc £2: at wreſtles againit us, will 


preſently ing us. 

3, We mult watch after prayer. We mult trace 
our hearts, and mark how they have behaved 
hemſelves ; we mult obſerve and bemoan' our fail- 
Jings, and be thankful for aſtitting grace ; we muſt 
Fbe the ſame upon our Leggs that we were upon 
Jour Knees, and live according to our prayers, 

In the fifth place, follow the reaſons why watch- 
ing is ſo neceſſary in prayer. 

1 1. God watches how this duty is performed, and 
{ has denounced a Curſe on thoſe that do the work of 
{the Lord negligently 3 He narrowly obſerves 
where 
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where the thoughts are, and how much of the hear 
and affection is inevery prayer, Hark to the | 
poltle, Heb. 4.13. Newher is there any Creatm 
that is not manifeſt in his fight, but all things («Þ 
ven the thoughts and intents of the heart, wheres 
he had ſpoken in the verſe fore-going ) are nf 
and open unto the eyes of him, with whom we bauſ; 
to ds, 

2. Satan Watcbes ; in a time of War there is the 
ſtricter watch : Now our life is a warfare, therefor 
we ſhould be ever vigilant, 1 Pet.5. 8. Our Al. 
verſary the Devil goes about, endeavouring to doallſ} 
the miſchief, and to hinder all the good he can poſ.| 
ſibly. Satan is very buſie about us in prayer, and 
if our unwatchfulneſs gives him but the leaſt en. 
couragement and advantage, he prefently ſpyc} 
and takes it. 

3. Unleſs we watch, our hearts will deal treache.|* 
rovſly ; they will ſtart aſide from God like deceit. 
ful Bows, and the Arrow of Prayer will be far from}? 
hitting the mark ; but our Supplications will dege-P4 
nerate into meer formality z whereas, if weare1n- 
tent and ſerious, and do, hoc agere, mind our bu. 
fineſs while we are at prayer, we ſhall undoubted- 
ly make ſomething of it, I come at laſt to the 
Application, 

Uſe 1, isof Reproof. Two ſorts of perſons de- 
ſerve, and highly need, as well as deſerve a re- 
prehenſion, 

1. The careleſs Hypocrite is to be Reproved, The 
Scripture, which has this preheminence above - 

other 
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cher Wer Laws; tliatit binds the very Heart and Con- 
the z{Wcnce; does ſpeak very terribly againſt Hypocriſy, 
reatn ich is the hearts difſimulation, aud going away 
7: (ep God, even when the external part of devo- 
hereof" is yeilded to him. The folly of the praying 
nely pocrite will appear in theſe things. 

e hah 1. Hu Conſcience ts faſt aſleep in prayer, andlets 
m even do what he pleaſes ; but thisſleeping Ly- 


is teſ@, will at length awake ; at fartheſt, Hell will a- 
reforYeken his Conſcience, and then 'twill bitterly re- 
» 414Foach him, and never ceaſe reproaching. 


J2. The Hypocrite regards not the God he is pray- 
gto; he ishotawed by the Lords Majeſty, nor 
eed with his Mercy; neither is he afraid of pro- 
king him to jealouſy, but preſumes upon God, 
if he were altogether ſuch an one as himſelf, 
Bal. 50. 21,22. Theſe things haſt thou done, and [ 
pt ſilence, and thon thougbteſt I was altogether ſuch 
p one as thy ſelf , but I will reprove thee, and ſet them 
order before thine ey:zs, Now conſider this, ye that 
rget God, leſt 1 tear you in preces, and there be none 
deliver, 
.þ* 3- The Hypocrite regards not the things be is 
aying for not himſelf that is con- 
rned in prayer. He is not Con» «Animus cujuſque; 
erned for his ſoul, which is moſt 9 4#J4%e. 
_ {Fuly himſelf ; and though he 
. [rays for the favour of God, for the Kingdom of 
od, and deliverance from everlaſting fire prepa- 
The [#9 for the Devil and his Angels; yet he is ſo cold 
all [98d heedleſs, as if he were indifferent whether 
| Heaven 


do all 


1 pol, 
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Heaven or Hell were his eternal abode, 

2. The drowſie and declining Saints are alſotoly 
reproved, Theſe having been once ſo thoroy! 


awakened , are more without Apology, if theſſ'« 


grow again unwatchtul, 

1, The prayers of unwatchful Saints have ve 
bad mixtures, Oithe forgetfulneſs, and fearle 
neſs, and wearineſs, and mocking of the Lord 


that Believers under their declinings are to be cha: 


gcd with! How near do they come to the borders 
unregeneracy ; how like are they to the unſound 
hearted, 

2. The prayers of unwatchful Saints are wn 
rwnproficable; Chiidren they are, but alas, the 
1mprove not their Relation, nor make ſerious ap- 
plication to their Father. The Spirit is in them, 


but they accept not of his ſtrength and grace. Pray. 


er isnot totally laid aſide, but little comes ont, 
becauſe they do not vigorouſly engage in it, 

3. The prayers of unwatchful Saints are ur: 
comfortable. The Spirit is grieved by their carelel. 
neſs, and How can it be expected he ſhould be 1 
comforter to them ? Conſcience is diſ-ſatisfied, anl 
15 continually grudging, becauſe they do not ſtirs 
themſelves tolay hold on God, when they call up 
on him, J/a. 64.7. Much fear, much bondage, 
many ſecret gripes of ſpirit follow 'upon carelel 
praying. 

4- The prayers of unwatchful Saints are ſo offen- 


five, that they may juſily fear ſome ſiroke from God, 
ſome ſmarting Rod to awaken the [pirit of projer i0 
then, 


Watch in Prayer. Tog 
Yew, Hoſ. 5. 14. I willbe xito Ephraim as 4 Lyon, 
nd as a youmg Lyon tothe Houſe of Judah ;, 1, ever 
will rear and go away; 1 willtake away, and none 
Wall reſcue him. Now what was the reaſon of this 
Aeverity ? it follows, v, 15. In their affiittion they 
pill ſeck me early. He thrult the Spur into their 
de, and made them blced, to make them mend 
= ſluggiſh pace in duty ; he chaitned them, that 
#$c might hcar louder crys, and have more ſerious 
prayers from tliem, 
4 Uſe 2, ſhall be.of Exhortation, Be perſwaded 
to watch in prayer. Thoſe that watch not at all,pray 
ven $ot at all in Gods account , thoſe that watch moſt, 
her} (nake moſt of prayer. Theſe Arguments 1 ſhall fur- 
ap-ſ ther uſe to ſecond this Exhortation, 
m4 , 1+ The more watchful you arc in prayer, the bet- 
ay. f fer you will underſtand the Devils Enmity ; you will 
n't, — his envy and his hatred, and how loath he 
& that you ſhould reccive any diſtinguiſhing mer- 
2x. þ Gies , cipecially at the Hand of God ; therefore he 
ef. | does ſo beſtir himſelf, that he may reſiſt you; and 
i] He better you know this Enemy, the berter armed 
nl} will you be. , :... 
w] ; 2. The inore watchful you are in prayer,yox will 
p-þ 8 more acquainted with your ſelves, and with your 
e, | &n hearts; you will more fully ungeritand your 
4 Vants, and your ſpiritual plagues ; and the uan- 
Gct{tanding of thefe is one good ſtep ro the ſupply 
;- | and cure, | 
# 3. The more watchfal you are. in prayer, the 
hore experimentally will you underſtand the loving 
| H kindneſs 
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kindneſs of the Lord ; you ſhall tinde that he deal, 
bountifully , P/al. 116. 7. Return unto thy reſt Oc, 
my Soul, for the Lord has dealt bourntifully with the, 
God is certainly willing to give; they that watg 
in prayer,take notice what they receive z ond grea 
joy 'tis to behold the prayers, which as Meſſenger 
we diſpatched to Heaven, return loaded with mer. 
Cy, Fob. 16. 24. Ak, and ye ſhall receive , that yur 
joy may be full. So much for that fourth Docitin, 
In Prayer , Watehing t a neceſſary Ingredient. 
D. 5. We muſt perſevere, if we wonld ſpeed 
prayer, or prayer muſt be with all perſeverance ; th 
words of the Text are not without Emphaſis ; nn 
only perſeverance, but all perſeverance is require! 
by the Apoſtle. There ſhould not be the leaſt faint 
ing,but a vigorous perſiſtance in our ſupplication, 
Hark how the Apotile ſpeaks in other places, CiF pet 
4.2. Continue in prayer, and Rom, 12. 12. Rey dec 
ring in hope , patient in Tribulation , continuing wh © } 
ſtant in prayer. the! 
In ſpeaking to this DoQtrin, I ſhall firſt tell yaſ pre 
what 'tis to perſevere #n prayer, Secondly, Whif Þol! 
khinde of perſeverance ts required, Thirdly, Give he } 
the Reaſons of thu perſeverance : Laſty, Make AF Turc 
plication, qupr 
[n the firſt place, what 'tis to perfevere in priff Fe 
er, A 
I, This perſeverance in prayer, implyes, M wit: 
ſolvedneſs of Spirit againſt all oppoſition , the reſolFtude 
tion isnot to be made in our own ſtrength, but Wt, : 


the power of Grace, and then it will be __ T elp 
08 » 
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old. He that perſeveres in prayer, refits Satans 
endeavours to hinder him in this duty, Though this 
Lyon roar upon him, by fearfully Blaſphemous 
thoughts , though this Adverſary buffet him by 
confuſed , amazing and aſfrighting imaginations z 
vet all his $kill does not beat him off {rom prayer ; 
# the more bulic he finds Satan, the more need he 
perceives of calling upon God. And as the Devil 
in cannot prevail by his more irkſome temptation, ſo 
8s to cauſe an omittion of prayer, in like manner 
a on the other ſide, the more pleaſing temptations 
Ik are withſtood : When he ſpeaks big words con- 
FF xerning ſports and paſtimes,and pleaſures of ſenſe , 
elf kwhen he talks at an high rate of worldly advanta- 
n;F pes, thatare to be purſued, that he may divert 
nf and draw away the heart from prayer; yet he that 
FF perſeveres in this duty , believes this lying and 
oF deceitful ſpirit in nothing, 
mw * Nay, he retorts upon him, and anſy 
thercfore he prays that he may finde tru 


0 


77 


joy, and 
uy Preater ſweetneſs in God than the Cyeatures can 
bf Þolſibly yeild ; that therefore he prays, becauſe 
Fc has a minde to be richindeed, andfo have a trea- 
Jurein Heaven, where neitber moth nor ruſt doth cor- 
mupt, and where Thieves Cannot break_thorow, ac 
Feal, Mat. 6. 20. 

: Andas for that oppoſition he. meets with from 
Within, from the corruption of his heart, which is 
ogtudeed the greateſt ; he bewailsit, ſtruggles with 
#, and crys out for the ſpirit of life to quicken and 
Felp him, He is convinced of the neceſhty of pray- 
H 2 cr, 
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er, and the excellency of what is prayed for ; and 
oppoſition is but a whee to him, that he may ſtir up 
himſelf to lay hold on God. 

2, This perſeverance in prayer, implies, gt. 
ting threugh all diſcruragements, The more blind 
B.irttmens was diſcouraged by the people, he cryel 
the louder, Feſus, thou Son of David, have mercy 
#pon me, Mar, 12, 48, and his cry was heard, ac 
cording to his defire, he had his fight reitored, The yy; 
Woman of Canaan, who came to Chriit , that he £4; 
Dauzater might be diſpofi:fſed of a Devil, maÞf jr; 
witi great diſcouragements, but overcome thenſ} to; 
all, Aft. 15.21.29, When firſt ſhe utter'd herre.f g 7 
quelit Chriſt anſwered her not a word ; this , on yas 
wou!d have thoupkr, might have ſtruck her dung } 
and mzde her concludeit vain to have ſpoken any jw 
more. Oh nc, iti!l ſhe cryed after kim ; whereupſ ſor 
on the Diſ.iples int-rcede for her ; Chriſt anſwers gail 
be was fent to the lojt Sheep of the horſe of Iſrael : henfÞ bu 
was a ſecond reoulſe, but either did this difcorff fol 
rage; ſhe comes and worthips him , and ayes $h 
Lord help me ' Chriit replys, zt ts not meet to caſi iltÞ Jt a 
Childrens bread unto the dogs : This was a third ref} pot 
pulſe, and worlt of a'l - And yet ſhe gives not 0 i 
ver, but pleads, thar though ſe were indeed no bn} leC 

erthen a dog , yet eritmbs might be given her, An enc 
now ſhe ſpeeds : and whatever [he had a minde ta. ous 
was granted, fol 

He that perſcveres in prayer,will not be difcolF him 
[s his guilt creat ? ke replys, that | Sea 
'rcy will be the more magnified, if he OF tre 

on 
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t:insa Pardon, Is he tmuc? ciremperd ? he re- 
up Fpiys ; the more will the $kili of rae grear Phyli.ian 
| hewn in healing his Spiritual playues, $ he ve- 
«ry unworthy ? he rep'y® ita; the Prodigal upon ns 
ndÞgeturning found his Fathers doors, and nis Fathers 
wa grms open, though he cane home tn raggs ; having 
OF before walted all his ſuottane among toe harlots, 
X-Þ pd in riotous living. Though he 1s wretched, and 
Np piſerable, ad poor, and blind , and naked ; yer he 
if ſays, That Chriſt bas eye-ſ..lve to maks bin jee, gold 
net priced 172 the fire to make vim rich, and white raiment 
en} tocover 21m, Rev.3. 17, iS. Iisa Mercy Sear, 'tis 
ref p Throne of geace he goes to; and therefore diſcou- 
my yagements are not invincible, 
Mm} 3. This perſeverance in prayer implys continual 
"0g amportunity, Importunity is many times trouble- 
-$ ſome to Man, but God 1s delighted with it, Hu- 
| mility indeed becomes us in our addreſles to him, 
*F but yet we are allowed to be urgent, to be in(tant, 
tobe preſſing in theſe things which is according to 
cy the will of the Lord; and he loves to ſec us ſo; for 
'*F 3targues, we'value highly what we begg with im- 
(2 P—_ The unjuit judge was prevailed with, 
0 by the widdows 1nportunity, And will the Lord neg- 
&F Jett importunate Prayer, that has commanded,and 
ug encouraged importunity ? ana that is ſo rightc=- 
vg ous and ſo gracious ? He that perſeveres in prayer 
follows the Lord with his requelt; he willnot let 
UE him alone, till be has a pardon, and that pardon 
i Sealed : He will not let him alone till his lu{t,which 
F tre the worſt of Spiritual enemies, are kill'd ; till 
H 3 more 
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more grace is granted, of which he cannot kavetyÞ} | 
C01 


great a meaſure, Take notice of Davids import. 
nity, Pſal. 119. 145, 146, 147. I cryed with m 
whole heart, bear we O Lord, I will kee thy ſtatute; 
Tcryed unto thee, fave me, and I ſhall keep thy teſt; 
monies; I prevented the dawning of the morning ,aul 
cryed, I hoped inthy word , myeyes prevent the night 
watches, &c, He cryed, and cryed, and cryed « 
£4in, before the dawning of the moraing, and ir 
the night watches. Behold how urgent he was i 
prayer. | 

4. This perſeverance in Prayer, implies a hy 
ly :nſatiableneſs after God ;, and defiring ſtill more, 
though never ſo much be obtained.” Indeed ther 
is a great obligation upon us to be thankful for the 
leaſt meaſures of grace ; but we are not to be con. 
tented with the greateſt, but itill longing for more, 
Though David enjoyed ſo much of God, and hat 
ſuch a ſenſe of his loving kindneſs which was better 
then life, and experienced that communion with 
the Lord, which was more ſatisfying then marroy 
and fatneſs : Yet we finde him fil! following harl 
after God, Pſal. 63. 8. eMy Soul followeth harl 
after thee, thy right kand upholdetb me. And inde! 
the more we taite and ſec how gracious the Lori 
is, it cannot but increaſe our longing ; and rail 
our thirſt to a greater vehemency. The Apoſil 
Paul though he had attained to ſo much, Yet ht 
ſays, I forgot thoſe things that are behind , and rea) 
forth unto thoſe things that are before, and preſſe t- 
wards the mark, for the prize of the high calling © 
Ged, Phil. 3.13, 14. e&, 113 
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5. This perſeverance in Prayer, implies , 4 
continuing to engage #n all the kinds of Prayer . There 
ſhould be a conitant and daily courſe of Prayer e- 
yen unto the end of life ; and if at any time by 
weakneſs or otherwiſe,the courſe be neceſſarily in- 
terrupted ; Our hearts at leaſt then ſhould be 
working towards God ; as then being ſenſible rhat 
He # our all, all our hope is in him, and all our 
helpis from him. 'Tis an happy thing, ſo to ha- 
;bituate, and cuſtom our ſelves to praycr, as to 
make it become natural to us, and to citecm it as 
neceſſary as our very breath. 
In the Second place,l am to tell you, what kind 
of perſeverance, is required, 
1, In this perſeverance, there ſhould be no inter- 
' ruptions. Daxzel, rather then his courſe of pray- 
ing before his God and giving thanks, ſhould be 
interrupted, choſe to adventure the loſſe of digni- 
ty, his Princes favour, and his own life beſides, 
And that God whom he ſerved continually did deliver 
 bim, Dan, 6. Danzel reſolves to open his mouth 


 inPrayer, God ſends his Angel, and ſtops the 


| mouths of the Lyons, that they did not hurt him, 
| And as carnal fear ſhould not cauſe the omilſion of 
prayer, ſo neither any prevailing corruption, and 
deadneſs: Still the Lord is to be ſought unto, 
and ſerved. 
2, Inthis perſeverance there ſhould be 4 conts- 
nual endeavour to excel, and do better ; to pray 
with more and more Spirituality and livelineſs, 


| Tisa ſad fight to ſee children as weak now, as 


H 4 they 
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they were ſeveral years ago : We conclude there; 
Tome bad humour that oppreſles nature, and ca. 
ſes that Weakneſs, and is an impediment to thei 
growth, 'Tis thus, and more Sad, to ſee Chriſt Þ car 
ans (ftandata ſtay, and perform duties no betteF' op: 
z2ow,then ſome ycars ago they uſed to perform then Þ |7/ 
If there is {till the ſame deadneſs, the ſame unhe.# | : 
lief, the ſame worldly-mindedneſs, and diltrad.ff ſon 
ons, which were wont to be, it argucs, the SpittÞ | ſec 
is kept under by the fleſh and its prevalency, WF © thi 
are not only to do more then others, but to do muff (dif 
then our ſelves, The Lord requires us, and truhf| ' we 
gives ample encouragement to be not only ſtez.f ' hai 
faſt, and unmoveable, but alſo to abound in th} ? and 
work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. The path of the jlþ | we 
ſhould be like the ſhining lighr, that ſhixeth more aitÞ * mi 
more unto the perfett day, Prov. 4.18, All our duff ! for 
tics are motions homeward, and Heaven is ouf + vic 
home : And the nearer home,the ſwifter ſhouldouſ | the 


Spiritual motions be, un 

In the Third place follow the Reaſons why proj} + + 
ſhould be with perſevrrance. by 
' 1, Divine commands are very expreſſe, mt hh GC 
zo perform the duty, bat to continue tn the duty, lf | of 


the text, not only praying is injoyned, -but praxſf / the 
ing always, and with all perſeverance: and 1 Th! anc 
5. 17. Pray without ceaſing : Gods word of comp | « 
mand ſhould cauſe us perpetually to ſtand iP * Ih 
awe : we muſt not dare to ceaſe doing that, ' the 
whichhe would have us witnout ceaſing employ} 710! 


ed 11. 
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ih! 2. The Lord perſeveres in attending and encou- 
v/raging, therefore we ſhould perſevere in praying. 
i. Hs cye is continually upon his people ; cyc, and 
| car, and heart, and handare all open, and it we 
open our mouths wide we- ſhall be filled , 
l. /Pſal. 81, 10, 
# 3. The Lordis as worthy to be ſought unto ftill, as 
i ſought to at all ; therefore we ſhould continue in 
i} ſecking him. Though our expectation from other 
| © things be never ſo high, yet upon trial we ſhall 
| diſcover their emptineſle and vanity ; but the more 
jh we know God, and the greater experience we 
| ' have of him, the more we thall behold his fulneſs, 
| ?and how good 'tis to draw near to him, Jſracl 
if * went a Whoring after other lovers ; but found her 
{| © miltake, and reſolves to return to ber firſt busband, 
oþ * for then 'twas beſt with her, Hoſ. 2.7. Gods ſer- 
'þ + vice is ſuch as no fault at all is really to be found 
| | therein ; and therefore to leave that Service is very 
unreaſonable, 
| 4. We arefar from attaining all that is attainable 
by prayer : Clearer diſcoveries there may be of 
| | God; there may be much larger communications 
| | of Grace; there may be more of peace and joy ; 
| therefore it concerns vs to wait on the Lord till, 
and not to grow wear y of our aitending. 
' $5. This preſent world ts full of enemies and ſnares : 
| | Therefore we ſhould continually bave recourſe to 
' the God of all Grace; that grace may be propor- 
tioned to our work and toour danger, The world 
+ isevil; and the evil one is very active to craw us 
0 
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to evil; and he has a ſtrong and numerous par 


corruption; ſurely unleſſe we perſevere in praye, 
and thereby engage him for us who is able to keepy 
from falling, and to preſent us faultleſſe before th 


preſence of bus glory with exceeding joy, Fud. 24, wh. 
ſhall not perſevere to the end, and be ſaved, Tix, 


Application follows. 
Uſe 1 of reproof, which belongs, 


1. To them that pray in a time of diſtreſſe an 
affliction; but after that is removed, and their [ff | 


wiſh fear allayed, they quickly give over, Thus th 


cbildren of Iſracl when God ſlew them then they ſouynl | 
bim ; they returned and enquired early after God yh \,, 
remembred that God was their Rock and the highGufp 


therr Redeemer : but as ſoon a4 the Loyd ceaſed ſm 
ting, they cezſed crying ; they flattered wuth thin 


T ongues and were unjtedfaſt in bus Covenant, la 1 


78. 34» 37. This is the way to have afflicti 


quickly return again ; and that with more of Galf 4 
and Wormwood, or to have ſpiritual Judgment | 


Which are a great deal worſe, ſucceed temporal. 
2, Reproof belongs to them that pray for 4 lit 
while, while the Conuiftion freſh and ſtrong ; wi 


the exhortation to this duty is {till ſounding iff | 


their cars ; but by degrees-the Conviction wear 


off, and the Exhortation is forgotten : and then oF | 


how do their hearts depart from God, and what: 
task, and tedious thing is Prayer to them ? Bu 
thoſe foregoing convictions will very much agg! 
vate their after omiſſions ; theſe omiſſions beir 

| giv 


Cs - 41 
within our own Souls, even all the remainders ff 
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piven way to, eſpecially at firſt, with ſuch violence 
Effer'd to their own cpnſciences ; and reſiiting of 
the Holy Ghoſt, who (trives to make them perſe- 


by _ in Supplication. 
(1 3. Reproof belongs to eApoſtates, that ſowewhile 
vw. 


rade a great profeſſton, none more forward to pray 
ban they ; but now they h..we thrown off this, and other 
Ordinances of Chriſt, being carricd away either by 
a prophane, or by an erroneous ſpirit. 
} 1. Many are carried away by a prophane ſpirit : 
and having reitrained prayer, even reitrainins 
Grace is taken from them ; they run out to all cx- 
Leſs of Riot ;z they are abominably vitious, in- 
&mperate, unclean, unrighteous ; they declare 
oall, that ſeven anclean ſpirits are entered into 
hem ; and that their laſt end 1 likely to prove worſe 
han therr beginning, They once indeed did know 
the Holy Commandment,but are now turned from 
* and 'tis happen'd to them according to the Pro- 
verb, The Dog is turned to bis own Vomit again,and 
phe Sow. that was wafhed, to ber wallowing im the 
IMire, 2 Pet. 2.21, 22. 
} 2. Many are carried away from Prayer by an Er- 
S_ ſpirie ; Theſe not only break the Lords 
ommands, but perſwade themſelves they de 
ell init, and endeavour to draw others to the like, 
ranſgreflion : and hereby their guilt and danger is 
negreater, Every one that ſpeaks again!t Pray- 
r, or any other Ordinance of Chriſt; as he itrikes 
t Chrilts Authority, who is King of the Church ; 
Fo heisdeccived, and made uſe of by the Devil ta 
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injure Souls, by drawing them away from God argſyo! 


their Duty. But it may be Obzjected, that the 
Apotltle himſelt ſays, Cul. 2. 29. I/hy are v: ſib 
qett to Ordinances ? lanſwer, the 57 . toliay, 
ins the ws whet Ordinances tf (pi of 
namely, the Ceremonial Ordinur 4 * Torch ud, 
1 aſte not, Hanale aor , he is not ro be ner pretet 
concerning the Ordinances of Chriits Jn:titu!:on, 
for in this very Epiitle he does command, ina” (2 
Word of Chriſt ſhould dwell richly in them, Co1.3. ;, 
and that they ſhould Sing Pſalms with Grace tn tha 
Hearts tothe Lord; and that they ſword continnci; 
Prayer, Col. 4. 2. 

4. Reproof belongs to them that limit God, an 
conclude if they are not beard preſently that they ſhi 
never be anſwered; and ſo in citect ſay why thoull 


weſeck the Lord any longer ? Vile and ſinfulf 


creatures ſhould not be ſo quick with God : What 
if we tarry ſome time before we have the graceaui 


. . , 
comfort we beg; If it comes at laſt, is not th 


Lord gracious to a wonder ? Beſides, the Lorl 
knows when 'tis fittelt to anſwer prayer ; therefor: 
it becomes us patiently to wait ; for his right 
timeing of his bencfits, is not the ſmallelt part « 
them, 

Uſe 2, of Direction, how you may perſevert 
in Prayer, 


i. Be exceeding jealons and aj7aid whea-ever yii 
finde deadneſs and formallity ſerzing upon you; 0b 
know not whether it may grow ; Tae prognoltici 
ligns of an approching ditemper cahly perſwa: 

yo, 
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you to take preventing Phytick ; Oh when you 
Jade your hearts ou: of order ; fear, and go to 
your Phylician to heal your hearts, and reduce 
nl rothe 1ight praving frame, 
1 2. Take heed of quenching the Spirit : let your 
irs be open to hear what he ſays to the Churches 
_ Deliver up your ſelves wholly unto 
the Spirits conduct and guidance; be lead by him, 
- what ways, and zz what ways he pleaſes,elſe 
ce will begrizved and withdraw: and if he does 
fo, alas your helpcr will be gon, and your infirmi- 
tics will hinder your perſeverance in prayer, 
| 3. Be ſenſible that all yonr prayers will be loſt, if 
tow you ſhould totally and finally give over, that righ- 
_ will be reckoned as none at all ; that is, 
ut like the morning Cloud, and as the early dew va- 
 $i[bc5 away; pray on therefore, that all may not 
þe in vain, 
| 4, Labour tobe acquainted with the ſweetneſs of 
| frayer, that you may have experience of thoſe 
guickenings, thofe enlargements, thoſe ſupports, 
thoſe ravithing dcelights,that the Saints have found 
ſometimes in prayer : and then you will like the 
futy ſo well, that you will not caſily be drawn off 
from it. 
' F- Depend upon Him that gives power to the faint, 
ard increaſes ſtrength in them that have no might, 
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Iſa.40, 29, He faints not , neither is he weary, 
and he alone can keep you from being weary in 
Wel-doing. As he only can help you when you 
ry, ſohe alone can help you to hold on in crying, 


YL 9, Cheer 
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6. Cheer up your ſelves with this conſideratiq 
that if you perſevere in prayer but a little whiff 
longer, in Heaven all your prayers will be ſull | 
anſwered. Remember, that if prayer laits as gy | 
as time laits, time wiil quickly be ſucceeded hy 
Eternity,and prayer will cnd in everlaiting praiſes 
So much for the hfth Doctrine, That prayer muſt 
w:th all perſeverance, 

D. 6. The {ixth and lat Doctrine is this. 0 
ſpirits muſt be ſo publick, as to ſupplicate for all Sainiſ 1 
«s well as for our ſelves, theretore the Apoitle adi 
in the Text, and ſuppiication for all Saints, | 

Here I] ſhall firit ſhew what Saints the Apolith 1 
ſpeaks of; and ſecondly, why we ſhould pray fu 
them all, and then give you the Vſ/es. 

Firit, What Saints the Apoitle ſpeaks of, The 
Saints are of two ſorts, Triampnant in Heaver, 
e Militant on Earth, 

I. Trinmphant in Heaven, and theſe do not nee! 
our prayers. We nced not pray that they may tt 
eaſed of their loads, for their burthens are rem. 
ved, and they are entred into perfect reit ; ve 
nced not pray that God would manifeſt himſelf t 
them, ſor they ſee him as he is, and not as herein! 
laſs darkly ; nor that they may be freed from ot 
row, and defended from Enemics , for their joj 
is full, all tears are wiped away, and they are pal 
all danger : They are made Pillars in the Heavl} 
Temple, and they ſhall gono more out, Rev. 3, 12, 
In all the Bible , we finde not one Petition for dt 


parted Saints, They are with the Lamb, Crowns 
above, 
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boye, and are above our ſupplications, 

2. eAlilitant Saints on Earth, and of theſe the 
ext ſpeaks, and to theſe the words are to be con- 
oy hoed;and truly all of them claim a ſhare in our ſup- 

plications. 

0; 1. Weare to pray for Saints of all Nations : 

{of Prayer may teach them, though never ſo far, and 
* God we pray to, 1s acquainted with every 

Faint in particular,throughout the Univerſe, knows 

"| what they all want, and how to ſupply all their 
if pecds. 

+ 2, Weare to pray for Saints of all Perſwaſrons, 
if gs long as they hold the bead, and are dear to Chrilt, 
{eo} hotwithitanding their difference from us in opini- 
*oncy notwithſtanding this difference, they 

ould be upon our hearts to deſire their good, Oh 
04 Jhat there were leſs quarrelling and diſputation, 
and more praying and ſupplication one for ano- 
el ther! and this would be a great means to unite,and 
be} to heal breaches, 
of { 3. Weare to pray for Saints of all Conditions, 
bioh and low, rich and poor, bond and free,Male 
of and Female, Every Saint is a Jewel, anda Jew- 
2 xlisnot to be contemned, though it lye upon a 
4 Dung-hill, The meaneſt Saints are precious in 
ſ _ Lords eyes, and we ſhould have regard to 
em, 
JF: 4. Weareto pray for Saints that are to be, as 
\þ well as thoſe that are already. The Jewiſh Church 
-| prayed for that of the Gentiles, before it was 
i} (gathered, for their little S5ſter that had no Breaſts, 
Cant, 8. 8, The 
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The reaſon why our ſupplications ſhould be { 
all Saints, are theſe, Sat 

I. Betauſe of their relation to God, They wWma 
all his Children, and he has the love of a Father vWma 
them ; nay, he is athouſand times more full off « 
fection, than earthly Parents can be. If God louels 
them, we ſhould, and ſhew our love by our wah{Mdor 
ing their good, eſpecially conſidring how mud{anc 
the honour of God is concetnedin them, and houftai! 


all 


much his Name is glorified in their preſervation, l 
2. Becauſe of their Relation to our Lord Feſu, jers, 
Should not we pray for them, ſince Chritt dicd {off jtha 


them ? He bought them with the price of bu off con 
blood, At. 20.28. 1 Cor, 6, lt. and they are df hay 
E ſponſed to him, nay, they are his Member; | vide 
thoſe for whom he ever lives to make interceli.Þ ny 
on, ſurely then we alſo ſhould intercede in therff hell 
behalf. ore 

3. We ſhould pray for all Saints, becauſe of wh} | 
Relation one to another : We are all begotten byÞ Jpir 
the ſame ſeed, we are all Members one of another} Joo! 
Rom. 12.5. So wegbeing many, are one Body if ior 
Chriſt, and every one, e Members one of anathr} Jove 
Weare all animated by the ſame Spirit, one dÞ Fvel 
whoſe principal fruits, is Love ; and Love ſhoullf p00 
be expreſſed in prayer ; finally, we are all Heirs] $0 0 
the ſame Inheritance, Oh how importunate ſhouliff 4 U 
we be, that we may come all ſafely thither, ery 

4. We ſhovld pray for all Saints, becauſe alloy þ gri 
engaged in the ſame War, and arc wreitling wit Jie 
the fame Enemies : We ſhould beg therefore , rel 
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all may be kept from the evikof the world, that 
Satan may be trod under the feet of all ; that fin 
may be ſubdued in all ; and that all may at laſt be 
made more than Conquerours. 

5. All Saints are carrying on the ſame deſign; the 
glory of God, and the advancement of the King- 
Widom and Intereſt of Chriſt ; we ſhould help one 
Wanother by prayer, that this great end may be at- 
tained. 

Uſe 1. Of Conſolation. Saints have 'more pray- 
ers going for them than they are aware of, Thoſe 
hart you never ſaw, nor ſhall ſee inthis world, are 
oncerned for you , and are deſiring that you may 
ave that grace and ſtrength which you need, con- 
ſidering the difhiculty of your work, and your ma- 
y Adverſaries, As every one ſhould pray for all, ſo 
l are praying for every one: and this 35 matter of 
reat encouragement, : 
|; Uſe 2. of Reproof to thoſe that are of 4 private 
7] Jpirit, who are all for themſelves, but Zion they 
14 Jook not after. Theſe have neither love to Chriſt, 
i} For to their own Souls upon a right ſcore. If they 
7þ Joved the Head, they would be ſollicitous for the 
if Fvelfare of the Body; and if they truly ceſired the 
i} $00d of their own Souls, they would have pitty 
"| $0 other Souls that are of equal value. 
if} Uſe 3. Of Exhortation. Be more frequent axd 
ervent in praying for all the Saints, This will be 
| þ great Argument that you are indeed Members of 
he body of Chriſt, when all your fellow-members 
re loved, when you feel their ſorrows, and are 
I conceracd 
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concerned for their $cl-fare. 

t, Pray for the Saints Vniry, that they may beÞ 
k-:it together in love ;, their Beauty lies much in ther if 
Agrcement, and their ſtrength in their being Uri. 
ted, - But if a Houſe, or Kingdom be divided, Diu 
ſtor has a tendency to Defrruction, Chrilt prayelÞ pr: 
that his Diſciples w72ht be One,as that which woul 
ſcrve very much to convince the world chat Godhlf 
ſent him, Joh.-17..23. for the diviſions of Saints if 
not the leaſt cauſe of prevailing Infidelity , and 
mens queſtioning the very truth of Chriltianity, 

2. Pray for the Saints parity , that the Churd 
' may be more and more- cleanſed , and confornelf 
to. the holy DoCtrin of the Goſpel, and like h 
holy Head the'Lord Jeſus, | 
., .3. Pray for the Saints proſperity, eſpecially {of 
thoſe glorious and peaccable times, after Ant 
chriſts ruine,, the calling home of the Jews, whe 
the Kingdoms of the world ſhall become the King 

 doms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, 

4. Pra; ſor the Saints zzcreaſe, and in thus df 
mng , you are kznd wito rhe world, Beg that th 
Prince of darkneſs may loſe, and that Chriſt mig? 
gain more an{ more Subjects every day , and th 
* out of the quarry of man-kind'nmiore may be tak 

: to be made liyely Stones in the Lords Temple, | : 
, -| '5. Pray for the Saints ſuppore under all Oppr!fÞ 1 
1,085 » fortheir perſeverance tothe end; and that tif 
. » Lord Jeſus would haſten bus ſecond appearing, with 
- all-bis Church ſhall be Trivumphant, when Devil 
_ 2 and the Reprobate world ſhall be confined to Hel: 
a 


—— 
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ad all the Elet ſhall joyn together in ſhouting 
beEforth Hallclujahs unto him that ſits upon the 
xir Throne , and to the Lamb for eyer. 
In-$8 Thus have I finiſhed this Argument of Prayer. 
$A hat are now your reſolutions ? Sha!l there be 
yeÞprayerleſs Families ſtill ? and any Strangers unto 
uiffecret duty, notwithſtanding all that has been ſpo- 
bllf ken ? May Pardon, and Grace, and Life, and Sai- 
$ iff Fation be all obtained for asking ; and will you not 
] df $o thus much ? will you neither be earneſt for 0- 
. Þ thers, nor yoour own ſelves ? Shall none of the di- 
ay fections that have been given, be followed ? Shall 
nel $ll the Arguments that have been uſed, be unſuc- 
ho Feſsful ? 
| Ohthou that commandeſt and hearcſt prayer ! O thou 
that helpeſt thy people to pray, pour out the ſpirit of 
race and Supplication | That thy Throne of Grace 
ay be ſurrounded with Suppliants, that there may be 
i} Þ great flocking tolthe Mercy-ſeat , and grace may 
e imparted abundantly to thy own glory , through 7e- 
Þ$* Chriſt the great Hiph-Prieſt, that us paſſed into 
8 gywnwny, and 1 at thy right hand for ever. Amen, 
F $24 Amen, 


Prayer. 


Prayer, 
() F what an ea ſie quick,acceſs, 


HM) bleſſed Lord, art thou! how ſuddenly 
Alay our requeſts thire ear tnvade \ 
To ſh:w that ſtate diſlikes not eaſineſs, 
If I but lift mine eyes, my ſuit is made : 
T hou canſt no more not hear , then thou canſt die, 


Of what ſupreme Almighty power 
Is thy great arm, which ſpans the eaſt and weſt, 
And tacks the centre ts the ſphere | 
By it do all things live their meaſur'd hour : 
We canzot ask the thing which 1 not there, 
Blaming the ſhallownef, of our requeſt, 


Of what unmeaſurable love 
Art thiu poſſeſt, who, when thn couldſt not die, 
Wert fainto take our fieſh and curſe, 
And for our jakes in perſon ſin reprove ; 
That by deſtroying that which ty'd thy purſe, 
Thou mightſt make way for liberalitie 


Since then, theſe three wait on thy Throne, 
Eaſe, Power, andLove; Tvalue prayer ſo, 
Tat were [ to leave all but one, 


Wealth, Fame, Endowments, Vertaes, all ſhouldg: 


I and dear Prayer would together dwell, 
+ And quickly gain for each Tuch loſt, an Ell. 


Herb. pag.g 
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: | 
Diretions how to attain unto the gift of prayer, 
| and readineſs of expreſſion iz that duty, 


' A Lthough ſpiricual Gifts are granted unto Hy- 
pocrites and unſound Profeſlors, as well as 
to ſincere Believers , yet according to the Apoitle, 
weare earneſtly tocover them, 1 Cor. 12, ult, Even 
theſe more commune pitts are imparted by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt himſelf, and may be very profitable both 
to our ſclves and others, Neither ſhould it be the 
endeavour of Miniſters only to excel in gifts, but 
rivate Chciitians are alſo to labour after them,and 
ina more private way to uſe them. The gift of 
prayer | am now to ſpeak of, and this no Chri'tian 
ſhould be without, Prayer is the Saints daily ex- 
erciſc, therefore they ſhould all be well skilled in 
the performance of this duty , not only as to the in- 
ternal, but alſo external part of it, 

As length of prayer is not to be affected ( for 
God has a regard not to the length, but the life of 
it); ſoncither are we to affeCt a conltant variety 
| of expreſſion, If we uſe always the ſame form,we 
are in danger of formality ; and if we always endea-» 
'F vour after new words, which we never befpre u- 
ſed, as'tis a thouſand to one whether we' thall 
ſpeak ſo properly ; ſo 'tis to be feared that our 
prayers will be only the fruit of our phancy and 1n- 
yention, and no more. *'Tis good to be in the mid- 

* dic, 


126 The Gift of Prayer. 
le, between both cxtreams. 8 yo 
Many have excelled in this giſt of prayer inthesſ# of 
latter days, and 1 know that many are trouble | cv 
through the want of it, Secret prayer upon this} w! 
ſcore, partly, is much diſcouraged , and prayeſz to 
in the Family , hindred ; wherefore, having dif. Al 
courſcd at large concerning the duty of prayer, | bh 
thought it a piece of ſervice unto Souls, to diret 
them how this gift might be attained. 

1. Be well Catechized and inſtrutted in the prin} Dil 
ples of the Chriſtian Faith. You muſt know theo Þ tal 
ly true God, and underſtand his Greatneſs, and Hof | 
lineſs, and Power, and Mercy, and Grace, aniff | $! 
Truth, with his other Attributes and PerfeCtion|f | A 
which are diſcovered in his word. You muſt nf - P! 
be Strangers to your ſelves , but be acquainted with  Y« 
the fall of Man into fin and miſery, and how you ſt 
as well as others, arcby Nature the Children «ff 
wrath, and in danger of being loſt and undone fo 
ever, except you Repent and Believe the Goſpel | if 

You mult know the Lord Feſus Chriſt whom Gu 
bas ſent, and underſtand the Myſtery of Redempti.# # 
on and Salvation by him, and it ſhould be youre 0' 
deavour {till to know more and more of the Lori, | Þ: 
and of his will; and the more underſtanding yu |* 
are, the more agreeable will your ſupplicationsbÞ 4 
unto tke word of God, and you will be the betta} 4 
furniſhed with matter for your prayers. C: 

2. Take pains char your affeftions may be excited; *? 
the more warm your hearts are, your tongues wif} fc 
be the more likg unto the Pen of a ready Writer, It 
| yout 


= 
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your affeCtions be ſtirred by the neceſſity and value 
Z of the things you ask, and the infiniteneſs of thoſe 
evils which you pray againit, Belides, the God 
* whom you direct your prayers to, is nigh, is ready 
| to be found, Nothing is too hard for him, ſuch is the 
Almightineſs of his power ; his tender mercicsare 
| a vait multitude; he (tands related and engage$to 
i kis people by a ſure and cverlaiting Covenant: 

3. Pray for the vift of utterance, -tor this very a- 
bility is from the Father of lights ; but after 'tis ob- 
taincd, you mult beware. 

' 1. Of Pride. Hered, afteranclegant Oration, 
giving not+/ivry to God, was ſtruck dead by an 
' Angel, anv cacen up of Worms ; and if you are 
 puſft up after enlargedneſs of expreſſion of prayer, 
you know not what way the diſpleaſure of God 


| may break forth againl: you, 


| 2. Deſpiſe not thoſe that want this utterance ;; 
your tongues poſhbly may be better hung, but 


* theirhearts may be in a far better frame than /'ours, 


3. Envy not them that excel you in the gift of Pray- 
er. Envy will grieve the ſpirit, and dead your 
own hearts, and be a torment to you. If one mem- 
ber in the natural body do ſomething that is excel- 
lent, and be honoured, all the members, ſays the 


+ Apoſtle, rcjoyce with it, 1 (oy, 12.26. And as it 


15in the Natural body, ſo it ſhould be in the Myſti- 
cal body of Chriſt, Since we are members of the 
ſame body, we ſhould rejoyce when any of our 
fellow-members do worthily ; and count our 
ſelves honoured inthcir honqur, and eſpecially be 

I 4 glad 
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glad to ſee Chriſt lifted up, though upon othen 
ſhoulders. ; 
4. Let not any carnal deſign be carryed on, 
you aim at-your own ends in Jour molt enlarge 
prayers, and are ſecretly covetous and ſelfiſh, and 
II ſhews you are abominably Hypo.ſWx, 
critical, ſo 'tis he way to have either your gifs 7 
blaſted, or to have a curſe upon them, ſo that you po 
fhall only diſturb the Church of Chriſt , and 4 
harm, not good by them, wh, 
4. Frequency in prayer, will bring you to a read; hen 
neſs therezn, As by writing, you learn to write;fff | 5 
by praying, you will learn to pray. Gifts af yr 
increaſed and augmented by the exerciſe of them, L 
as grace it ſg]f alſo, by being aGed, grows more yeu 
ſtrong. ft 
5. Be well acquainted with Scripture expreſſion} * 
that language is beſt to be uſed in Gods cars, which | yye 
is the language of his own Spirit, £4 
6. Let there be an order and method in prayer; fa 
for confuſedneſs, as it will be irkſome to others, | jhe 
with whom you joyn, ſo 'twil have a great ten-Þ + * 
dency to dead and diſcqurage your own hearts, | 1: 
| Here I ſhall ſpeak to all the parts of prayer,and | 4 
furniſh you with expreſſions in reference to every | #1 
one of them. Seven parts have mentioned, | 


 Compellation of God. for 
Acknowledgment of Sin, T 
Deprecation of puniſhment. | bx 
Petition for Grace and Mercy. |; 
Interceſfion for others, Eq 


I;mprecaiion 
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| Imprecation againſt others, 
| Thankſgiving and Praiſe. 

1. Begin prayer with Compellations, or naming 
| God; let bus Attributes alſo be mentioned, 

0 Lord, thou art God alone, and there 13 none be- 
Wdes Thee. 

* The Ged of the ſpirits of all fleſh, there is nothing 
v0 hard for thee, 

The living God, the everliſting King, who doſt 
what thou wilt in Heaven above, and in the Earth 
beneath. 
| The high and lofty one inhabitcth Eternity, whoſe 
pwame is Holy who dwelleſt in the bigh and holy Place; 
ors with him alſo that 1s of an humble Spirit, to 
evive the Spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 


bf the Contrite ones. 


The God #4n whofe hand our Breath 1s, and whoſe 
wre all our Ways, 

' Thou madeſt the Earth by thy Power, and haſt e- 

abliſhed the World by thy Wiſdom, and ſiretched out 


the Heavens by thy Diſcretion. 


i Thou art very great, thou art cloathed with honour 
end Majeſty,and covereſt thy ſelf with light as with a 
Garment : Thou only haſt immortality , and dwelleth 
jn the light, that no man can approach unto. 


Tothee belongeth Power, and Glory, and Majeſty ;; 


for all that is in the Heaven and in the Earth, 1s 


Thine ; thine ts the Kingdom O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as Head above all. | 
Thou madeſt the Heavens and all their Heſts, the 
E arth and all the thing s that are thertin, the Seas m_ 
a 
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all that therein is , and thou preſerveſt them all, an 


the hoſt of Heaven Werſhippeth thee, 


7 nou art wiſc in Heart, and Mighty FI Strengh L 
who ever hardaed himſclf againſt thee, and proſperei F 
A God glorious in holineſs , of purer eyes then vii; 


behold evil with delight, and canſt not look upon i; 
quity with any approbation. 

The Devils tremble before thee, and the Any, 
cover their Faces, andcry ont, Holy, holy, holy, i 
the Lord of bojſts, Heaven and Earth are full of th 


majeſty of thy Glory. 


Theu art the Lord God merciful aud graczows, buff 


ſuffering , abundant ia loving kindneſs, goodui, 
and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiumn 
mniquity, —_— and ſin. 

Thou deliphteſt net :n the death of ſinners, but hatj 
rather they ſhould turn from their evil ways and line, 

The God and Father of Feſws Chriſt, and in hin 
the Father of eAMercys, the God of all Grace ani 
Comfort. 

eA God ready to forgive, and plenteous in er 
cy, unto all that call upon thee ;, thou hexreſt Pray, 
wnto thee ſhall all fleſh come. 

Thy eye ts pon them that fear thee, and upon ſu 
a hope in thy Merey ; avery preſent help in time 
trouble, | 

Thy Mercy ts in the Heavens, @nd thy Faithfi: 
neſs reacheth unto the clouds. | 

As a Father pittyeth bus Children, ſo thou pity; 
them that fear thee. 
Thou wilt not always chide , neither wilt thou kt 
thine anger for ever, In 
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a Thy mercy #s from everlaſting to everlaſting, upon 
bem that fear thee, and thy r:ghte.uſneſs unto chil- 
oth Wirens children, 
ef Thou art the hope of Iſracl, and the Saviour of them 
; 
1 "8; 2 che 1496 of trouble, thou keepeſs truth for ever. 
m5 The heavens ſhall vaniſh away like Smoaky and 
\Earth ſball wax old liks a Garment, but thy Salvation 
ref Lball be for ever , and thy righteonſneſs ſhall not be a= 
; if *boliſhed. 
tel} Who #s a God like unto thee that Pardoneſt Iniquity, 
| -and paſſeſt by the Tranſpreſſion of the remnant of 
ff thine heritage , thou wilt not always chide, neither 
i {wile thou keep thine anger for ever, becauſe thou de- 
ny lighteſt in mercy : Thou wilt turn again, thou wilt 
have compaſſion upon us, thou wilt ſubdue our Iniqui- 
iy ties, thou wilt caſt all our Sins into the depth of the Sea. 
. eA God to whom wengeanee belongs , who wilt re- 
"8 : ward them that hate thee, whoſe power , and whoſe 
i} | wrath is againſt all that for ſake thee, 
A jealous God, who canſt not be deceived, who wils 
"4 © zot be mocked, 
: Thou wilt eaſe thee of thine adverſaries,and avenge 
| thee on thy enemies. 
FF: Whecan ſtand befere thine indignation, who can 
' abide in thy ſight when once thou art angry ? 
Can our hearts endare , or can our hands be ſtrong 
when thou ſalt deal with us? let the potſherds ſtrive 
; with the potſherds of the Earth ; wo be to him that con- 
tendeth with his Maker. 
Theu [earcheſt the heart, and trieſt the reins, and 
vaſt pleaſure in uprightne(s, 


Thcr 


| 
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There 1« not any creature that is not manifeſt in t 
fight, but all things are open and naked unto the 3: 
of that God with whom we have to do. | 

Oh that thou wouldſt bow the heavens aud com n 
down, draw nigh to us while we draw #igh to thee, —_ 

Thou bumbleſt thy ſelf ro behold things done in Hea. * 
ven, the heaven of heavens u not able to contain thee, - 
and yet thou wilt dwell with Men, 


] ] 
Thou art nigh unto 14 13 all that we call upon the: 
. . mot 
for. Let ws finde favour jn thine eyes, ſuffer ws ut Wy 
ro ſeek thy face in vain, ho 


Lord bear my vice, and let thine ear be attentinÞ  - 
rnto the voice of my Supplication. ; 

I have taken upon me, to ſpeakunto the Lord [e. g 
hovah, who am but duft and aſhes : what us mantha [? 
thou art minaful of bir: | whoſe days are as a ſhaddoy, 
whoſe breath 15 ;n his noſtrils, and wberein 14 be to be 
accounted of ? 

Oh quicken us that we may call upon thy name, and 
have a graciow regard unto, though we are prodi- by 
galchildren, unprofitable Seruants,of polluted lips and 
hearts uncircumciſed, 

2. Confeiſon of Sin is to follow, by which God ,, 
15 honoured, our ſelves humbled and abaſed. Ori 
inal corruption is thus to be acknowledged. 

What ts man that be ſhould be clean, or be that 
born «f a woman that he ſhould be righteous : thi f 
mighteſt abhor the ſight of us, and we have wnfinitt Þ 
reaſon to loath and abhor our ſelves. 

Thou madcſt man upright, but he hath ſought uh 
many inventions, 


We 
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We were at firſt planted a novle Vine, aright ſeed; 
bt now our fruit 15 evil, the root bitter, our grapes 
gre orapes of Sodom, and c:ufters of Gomorrah, 
! Our firſt Parents were created in thine Image, 
which does conſiſt in Righteouſneſs, and true Hols- 
peſs , but they were begwiled by the Serpent, and for- 
ſock the Lord, and we being in their Loyns, ſinned » 
"1 jn them, and fell withthem in their firſt tranſgreſſion. 

Behold I am ſhapen in iniquity , andin ſin did my 
"Þ mother conceive me. We are born the children of 
*F Wrath, the ſons of Death, the heirs of Hell ; and 
are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 

' There ts a Law in our Members that warrs a- 
gainſt the Law in onr mindes , and us quite contrary 
"| untothe Lawof God. And whenſoever we would or 
ſhould do good, evil ts preſent with us, 

Onr carnal mindes are enmity againſt God, they 
*| are not ſubjelt ro the Law of God, neither indeed 
can they be, 

We are wiſe to do evil , bat to do good we have na 
| knowledze; the blindneſs that 15 in our minds does a= 

lienate us from the Life of God, 

Our Conſciences are ſleepy and unfaithful : where s 
their tenderneſs and Authority ? they ſeldom check yes ; 
and if they do , ſuch is oxr eagerneſs to ſin, we do not 
inde, but diſobey them, 

Cur hearts are the worſt part in us, they are decett- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
know them ? 

As a Feuntain ſendeth forth water, ſo our heart 
without intermiſſion arg caſting forth their — 
neſs; 


th 
Ye; 


— —— — 
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neſs; from hence proceed thoſe evils that defile th 
man, 

Oar hearts ate diſobedient, and unto every pul 


work, Reprobate ; Mercies do not melt them, judgmen 
do not break them ; and Oh how little have all th 


, means of Grace mended them ? 


There is ſo much of pride, of atheiſm, infidelity, 


impurity, earthlyneſs, hatred of the Lord and Hol. 
weſs, ſtubornneſs, obſtinaoy by nature in our heart; 


that we are not able to mention, or conceive the thou} 5 


fanath part of it. 


Oh what cauſe have we to be earneſt for that nnÞ's 


beart, and that new ſpirit, which i promiſed in th 
new, new Covenant ! 


We are all 4s an unclean thing, and all our Right} * 
ouſneſs are but filthy Raggs ; the corruption of our n4-P' 


tures defiles our very beſt Duties : Satan us not to bt 
blamed jo mucb for tempting, as our heart s for yield- 
ing unto hu Temptation, 

The beſt of us, have as ſinful natures as the wo| 
of men. 


Altual ſin i5 to be confeſſed after this manner. 


Whocan tell boy oft he bas offended ? who can un- | 


derftand his errours ? O Lord I am aſhamed, ani 
bluſh to lift up my face unto thee, for my iniquities art 
zncreaſed over my head, and my treſpaſs is grown 
rnto the Heavens, 


Who can number the Stars of the Sky, the ſands of 


the Sea, or the days of Eternity, or reckgn up bis ſm 


in order before thee. 


I was an early ſinner , a iranſgreſſor from tht 
| LLLAD 


| '0? 
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> 
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'omb, and have not left off ſinning to this very day. 
I bave broken thy Laws, though they are ſo holy, 
ol Wr/, and good, 
wt / bave connted the yoak, heavy, though thy Com- 
be Wh: 1ndments are ſo far from being grievons, that they 
Gre more to be deſired than the fineſt Gold,and ſweeter 
y, Wy þ.in the Flony and the hony-comb. 
i. How far have I been from l>ving the Lord with all 
i; by heart, with all my ſoul, with all my minde, with 
% Ball my ſtrength ? Nay, inſtead of this, I bave been 
# bater of God ;, and ſecretly wiſhed there were no 
Wed to puniſh ſin, that I might have ſinned with grea- 
yer freedom ; 1 have been a lover of pleaſure more than 
"4 lover of God, 
f* Beaſtonifhed O ye Heavens at this, for I bave com- 
«| ited ewo great evils ;, I bave forſaken the Fountain 
le | of liwing waters, and have hewn out unto my ſelf 
| Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns that can hola no water. 
* I have not werſhipped thee iu Spirit and in Truth ; 
| Witho1t fear of thy jealouſie, I have mocked thee ro thy 
Face, 
'* Thavebten a meer Idolater, for I have iaslized 
- | the world, and the things of the world, which are va- 
a} nity, and have forgotten the aiſuſficient God, days 
t | without number. . 
? I have taken thy Name in vain, and prophaned thy 
* Sabbaths which thou haſt ſo ſtriitly commanded [ 
I & ſhould remember to kee p boly. 
if. Ihave wefully failed in wy Duty ro my Neighbour, 
"though T ought and was bound to love him a4 myſelf. 
'|; 1have ſinned againſt the Goſpel it ſelf, though it 


'L contain 


the 
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contain the beſt tidings that ever were brought y 
the ſons of men, 

How ſhall I eſcape, who have negleited ſo crelff 
Salvation ? 97 

I have out-done the very Devils themſelves, 11 
never rejected mercy, for 'rwas never offered to there] 
they never refuſed a Saviour, for no Saviour was eufgni 
ſent to viſit and recover them, 17 

Lord I have not believed as I ought the report of 
Goſpel, though it be ſo faithful, and wortby of all 


Ceptation, Re, I 
How long bave I lived without Chriſt, wild hi: 
Hope, and without God in the world, bur 


T bou haſt ont-bid all others, and haſt offered 
nitely better things than the world can ; thou haſt iff 
red pardon, grace, nay glory, honour, and Inmn 
zallity, and yet the offer bas been deſpiſed, rel; 

T have been apt to count the Goſpel fooliſh} » 1 
though it be the wiſdom of God, and a Myſtery wif wit 
the Angels admire and deſire to look into. 3] 

I have not hearkned to the Voyce of the great Inſp [4 
phet, I have not reverenced thy Son who has ſpoken oj 8 * £ 
me ; and therefore deſerve to be cut off from among ilÞ yh: 
people, Þ red 

Thy Son, is a merciful and faithful high Prie} "wn 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation j b 


the ſins of the people , He has called upon me to co +/te 
to him for reſt; but I would not come that I might hu ya 
lif, E, EI 

His Righteouſneſs is a perfett aud everlaſi, | 
Righteouſneſs, yet Thave gone about to eſtabliſh 18 be 
| wh 


px righteouſneſs, and have not ſubmitted my ſelf to 
' righteouſneſs of God, 
WW / bave placed 4 Carnal corfidence in my cwn 
frcngth , though it be but meer weakyeſs; and reli- 
he upon my duties, though God might dama me for the 
bf of them, if he ſhould be extream to mark what 1s 
nils in them, 
? The Lord Jeſus is incomparably the beſt eAaſter , 
Fi Qut 1 have refuſed ro obey ; I have called him Lord, 
lu} Lord, but bave not done the things that he ſays. \ 
I have refuſed to take his Toak, upon me, though 
ob: yoak be an eaſie yoak,, and bus burthen ſo light a 
urthen ; his ſervice I have not likgd, though 'tus per- 
Wed freedom, I bave broke bus bands aſunder, and 
1 $a/f aw4y bis cords from me. 
wnlf * 1 deſerve to be daſh'd in peices by bis iron Rod, who 
reſuſed to ſubmit unto the ſcepter of hu word, 
+ 1 have been called to repent, and encouraged there- 
uy} Þnto, but have remained impenitent ; 1 have made 
py beart likg an adamant ſtone, and refuſcd to ve a- 
"þ Þ2ned, 
144" Sin ww the cauſe of Chriſts ſufferings, it makes 
"my 4b whole creation groan ; tus that which has murthe - 
Þ red millions of Souls : "tis the eauſe of all the burrour 
Yu deſpair, and ſorrows, and torment, which the 
f Yhm undergo, and yer bow light a matter bave I 


4W 


__ 


ſteemed it? eAb\ foul that I bave been to make 4 
ck of ſin, and count it a paſtime to do wickealy, 
' My fins O Lord are higbly aggravated, 
| Light u come into the world, but I have loved dark; 
Þeſs more then light, becauſe my deed; are evil. 
K Thy 


( 
j 


TY 


: 
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Thy w:ll k; AA been plainly f/ la ne, and I bave knoxs 
7 duty, and yet have done the contrary, and deſery 
to be beaten with many ſtr; thr) 

T have had experierce of the riches of thy gooduy| 
and forbearance, and long ſuffering , and yet all ky 
not led me torcpentance, 

When fair means prevailed nct, thou haſt tri 
foul. But though thou haſt ſwiiten me, I have m 

rieved ; thou haſt even conſumed me, but I bay 
refuſed to YLCCIVE coprefion : ſhrwe made my Fa 


barder then a Rock, and tavercfniſcdto return. o- 
The Spirit 04s ſtriveu with a, uit | like a | *1fnect j 
ed wretch I have refaſtca the bly Ghsſt, aud thy = 
miohieſt 1 juſt, Fly reſolve me (Dow: a firs: e nomorewithmll +. 

We judge © Lira, and conderz our ſelves in th un 
preſence, un 
Thou realy ana truly hateſe fu in w as will a7 7 


thers; Th.  [paredſ# not the «Angels that ſonn _ 
0. ainjtt thee, Thou ſparedſt not the Old World, | 
&1 dt bring the Fiotd 2por? them, Thou diaft tr t:n1 
{130 | tics of $0dom and Gomporrall to « (hes, Ny. 
thy Sea ben: ſeif w.75 20t ſpared, whe: fin was laid uf 
his ckar;e, Ob whet a wonuer of mercy us it, thatm 
AYE PArEt fo ttt Gay, 

\Ve deſerve the fore, [* of temporal Fudgments. 

Thom m4guteſt ap point < over tt4 Terrour , (onſun 
tiou, aid ths burang-Hone; we bave deſeraed ji 
fiexreſſes _ nc of loi” Continuance, and to falls 
re Ar TOW o tie C: '© 44 ily Peſiilence, 

hou night eſt ws kg the Heaven as Tron, and tt 

Earth 4 brafs, a4i4% Cut /e the Land, that it ſnal {us be 


Jew 
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Aeild her increaſe, and break the ſtaff of bread, where- 
+» cer lives are ſuſtained, 

|" Thon mghreſt bring the Sword that ſhould avenge 

Wthe quarrel of thy broken Covenant, ard canſe them 

hat hate 1, to rule over 18, 

| We have deſerved ſpiritual Fudgments , that the 

polden Candleſtick ſhould be remcved ont of its place, 

thet the light of the Goſpcl ſhould be put ont in obſcurt- 
y, and that the Son of Righteouſneſs ſhould 70 down 

P Noon-day. 

Thou mighteſt curſe ſuch barren Trees as we have 
zen, and ſay, Never fruit grow on you more, 

* Thou migbteſt give us up to our own hearts luſts,and 
y, becauſe I would have purged thee, and thou w-## 
ot purged, therefere thou ſhalt not be purged any 

Sore, until I cauſe my fury toreſt upon thee, 

| Thevery Vengeance of eternal ſire is no more tha 
wir due. We bave deſerved Hell, and one of the hot- 

L: places there, For Tyrc and Sidon, Sodom, and 

Comarrah, had they beard what we have he:r:! ;, b:d 

| tey enjoyed what we have enjoyed, would have ropca = 
tdlng ago in fackgloatb and aſhes. 

|: 3- of third part of prayer is Deprecation of 


ic evils that we fear, and have merited by our ſins. 


| becrittha It highly concerns us to pray acainit 


thy ſight ſhall no man livims be juſtified. 

I} thu Lord ſhouldſt mark Iniquity, O Lerd, who 
ould fland ? but there 1s forgiveneſs with thee, and 
enteous redemption that thou mayſt be feared. 

Let not thy anger wax bot,let not thy jealouſy ſmoak. 
ainſt us, K 2 We 


; Lord enter not inzo Fudgment with thy Servant,for 
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V/Yelye at thy foot, and lay down our weapons, ani 


cry out for merry, 

The returning Prodig al was embr.ccd by his F4. 
ther ; he rejoyccd, ſaying, This my Son was dead 
and 1 alive again; he was loſt, and is found, ( 
let the arms of thy Love, O Lord, be open to embray 
1s, though we are not wortby to be called thy Children, 

Ve pray againſt outward Calamities ; and if the 
are brought upon us, let them be ſanitified, and the 
they may be reckoned among our choyceſt mercies, 

But eſpecially we deprecate ſpiritual judgment, 
Do not puniſh ſiz with ſin ; do not ſay, let bim that 
filthy be filthy ſtill ;, ler him that #s unjuſt, be unjuþ 
ffill;, Eptiraim # joyned to Idols, let bim alone, 

Do not give us up to blindeneſs of minde, to hard. 
neſs of heart, to areprobate ſence, to ſtrong deluſun, 
to vile affettions, Do not ſwear inthy wrath that m 
ſhall never enter inte thy reſt. 

O Lord leave us net, for ws unto #s when thou ſul 
aepart from us. 

Do not abhor us O God, for as thy loving kinarej; 
# better than life,ſo thy diſpleaſure 1s more bitter thas 
acathit ſelf, 

Ob deliver from future wrath, which is moſt of al 
intolerable \ 

How ſhall we dwell with devouring fire, how ſul 
we be able to inhabit everlaſting burnings ? 

How (ball we be able to ſtand before,the Lord,whit 
he ſhall be revealed with his mighty Angels in flamin 
fire, taking Vengeance on them that know nit God, 
and diſobey the Goſpel; who ſhall be puniſhed with+ 
verlaſtin 


—C 
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| verlaſting deſtruftion from the preſence of the Lord, 
J and from the glory of hus power. 


0h Lord grant that we may finde mercy of thee in 
that great approaching, when the wicked ſhall be 
turned into Hell, and all the Nations that forget God, 
Thou that baſt the keys of Hell, and of Death, Oh, 
ynſting death, and ſuff er me not to fall down into that 


' lake which burns with fire and brimſtone. 


Let me never feel the guawings of that Worm that 
dyes not, nor be tormented in that flame that never 
al be quenched, 

Oh be not angry, if I am importunaie to have thy 
anger removed ; an eternity of wiſery us aſtoniſhing. 
0h ſave me from everlaſting Dainnation, 

4. A fourth part of prayer is, Petition for Grace 
and —_— 

Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and thy 
loving kindneſſes, for they have been ever of old, 

Have mercy upon me O God,according to thy loving 


- kindneſs, and according to the multitnde of thy tender 


mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me tho- 
rowly from my Iniquities and cleanſe me from my ſins, 
Take away all our Iniquities, and receive us graci- 
ouſly ; heal our back; ſlidings, and love us freely, and 
let thy anger be turned away from us. T hough we have 
wade thee to ſerve with our ſins, and wearied thee 
with our Iniquities, yet according to the Word that 


thou haſt ſp. ken, blot out our Tranſgreſſions for thy 


own ſake, and remember our ſins no more. 


Fer thy name, O Lord, pardon my iniquity, for 
R 3 ” 


ut 1s great, 
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O Lord, behold the Lamo of God that takes 4yuy 
fe ſir of the world, 

All we, #*ikg Sheep, have gone aflray ; we h;y 
rrrned every one to his own way, but thou haſt laid y 
him the iniquities of 11s all, Hi, 

He was wounded fer our Tranſgreſſions ; be nf 
brinfed fer our Iniquities ; the chaſtiſement of wh ſer 
peace was laid upon him, On that by his ſtripes weng 
be healed. 
 » Heponred out his Soul wnnto the death, and wat 
znterceſſion for the Tranſgreſſers. Ohler tranſpri.Þ | f 
ſors be recerved into favour, | 

Fuſtify us freely by thy grace,through the Redempr. |, f 
on of Feſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent forth to bei © ' 
propitiation through Faith in h:« blood, 

Our ſin has abounded, let thy grace much more a. |, 
bound, _. 

Beg for Adoption, 

Oh that thou wouldft become a God in Covenany 7; 
with us, and a Reconciled Father tous, and letwb} 
the Sons and Daughters of the Lord Almighty. Th 

Let us be no more Strangers aud Forrargners, bt 

ellow- Citizens with the Saints,of the houſhold of Gul Þ > | 
. * Send forth the ſpirit of thy Son: uto our hearts, cr); p 
ins, Abba, Father. 

Deliver us from fear and bondage, axd ſeal tin} © ; 
wunto the day of Redewption, Say untow, Souls I an 
Jour Salvation, 

There be many that ſay, who will ſhew any goed? if |! | 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy Countenance vponu,Þþ * ; 
e Wake meto hear joy and gladneſs, that the o_ 

Wi 


——_— 
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Wa rr bich thou haſt broken may rejoyce, Sz2tisfyns early 
rich thy mercy. 
{ Lat thy ſpirit bear witneſs with our ſpirits, that 
"we are thy Chudren, and not only Children, but Heirs, 
Heirs of God, Joynt- Heirs with Chriſt unto the Tiles 
ritance that is undefiled, and will never fade away, re- 
ur 'frved in Heaven for ts, 
"F; Intrcat that Repentance unto life may be gran- 
ted. 
ar Ohtake away the beart of ſtone, and give an heart 
t|. of ficſh. Let thy goodneſs lead ws to Repentance, 
' Let 1 not only bave ſpace , but alſo grace torepent 
"} of the evils of our ways and doings. (auſe tn toremens- 
il bir them, ſo as toloath our ſelves and turn to thee. 
' Turnthou ws unto thee, O Lord, and ſo ſhall we be 
is tirncd; draw us, and we ſhall run after thee, 
Renew 14 un the ſpirit of our minds, and belp ns to 
putt 08 that new man, which after God, t5 created in 


"F  Rightecuſneſs and trac Holineſs, 


4 
ap 


FT 


= 
3 


| Make our hearts juſt, after thy own heart, and 
eMaks our hearts juſt, = beart, 
let them be inclined to keep thy Teſtimonies, 
'S Put thy laws into our mindes , and write them in 


| | aw bearts, and be 105 a God, and make us 4 willing 
people in the day of thy power, 
Createin me aclean heart O Goa, and renew a 
' 71ght ſpirit within me, 
| Pray for Faith, 
Faith ts the giſt of God ;, Ob let 4 obtain precious 
Faith from thee, which is much more to be valued 
! zhen gold that periſhes, 
Strengthen wy aſſent unto every word that thou haſs 
K 4 ſpoken, 
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ſ poker, that I may as firmly believe every threatning 4 7 


every promiſe, every part of thy revealed will, a 1. 
lieve when the Sun ſets, "twill riſe again the iy 


LT rning. 


L:t me tremble at thy threatning, and not dart 


venture upon any thing thou hateſt, 

Let my heart jtand in awe of thy Word, and lt i 
be my conſtant inquiry. 

Lord, what wonldjt thou bave me to do? 

Open, ny heart, to give entertainment to the Lyi 
of life and glory, | 

Oh that 1 may look unto Feſis as the Iſraelites ſtuy 
in the Wilderneſs did unto the brazen Serpent ; anl 
locking, may be healed and ſaved, 

Let me hear, aud be taught of the Father , and com 
to Chriſt, and receive him iobe a Prince and Savin 
to me. 

Ob that Chriſt may be truly precioms to me, that | 
24ay connt all things but loſs , that I may win the Lui 
Fejus, Help me to walue the exceeding riches of th 

grace in thy kindneſs, through Chriſt Feſus, 

Be earneſt for Love and other graces of the (p/ 
rit. 
Let my faith work, by love, and love conſtrain men 
live untothee. 

Give me an heart to know thee mere, and Circun- 
ciſe my heartto love thee above all. 

Whom have I in Heaven, but thee ? and there 1 
none on Earth that I deſire beſides thee, 

Let not my heart run a Whoring from thee , thi 
art ir:fuuely worthy of my iron zeſt love, 4 

; tou 14 
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f That I may love thee, let me know I am beloved of 
© $hee, | 
x} Unite my beart to fear thy name, Oh that I may 
ſet thee always before me, and have an awful ſence of 
(m power, and preſence, and kolineſs and goodneſs 
won mY beart. 
if * Never turn away from me O Liydto do me pocd, 
and put thy fear intom:y heart that I may not depart 
ge thee, 
Fire my keart with Teal for thy glory, let me ftand 
pfor God, in the midjt of a crooked and perverſe Ge- 
vi eration, let me never live either to be a ſhame to the 
ui} Goſpel, cr aſhamed of the Goſpel. | 
Deliver me from Inkewarnneſs in Religion, let 
uh} rc rake heed of being neither hot ner cold, leaſt I pro» 
| woke thee, to ſpew me out of thy mouth, 
' Make andkeep me good, even in bad times, and 
IÞ Tbecauſe others diſhonour thee without fear ;, let me be 
iÞ be more careful to do that which pleaſes thee. 
* Thou aidjt preſerve Lot in Sodom, Noah #7 the 
eld world, the Saints that were in Nero's houſhold, 
Ob help me to keep my ſelf unſpotted from the world, 
axd let me chuſe rather to go to Heaven with a few, 
| then to goin the broad way that leads to deſtruttion, 
"with the greateſt multitude, 
Let my beart be found in thy ftatutes, that I be not 
taſhawed, | 
Lord make me Sincere , and keep me Sivcere, and 
jithvar offence until the day of Feſus Chriſt. 
* Letemebe upright befere thee, and keep wy ſelf from 
mme Iniquity. 
1 Oh 


: 


-- 


146 The Gift of Prayer. 
Oh help me to lay aſide every weight, and the ſintl; 
does ſo eaſily beſet me. 
Let this be our rejoycing even the teſtimony of uy 
Conſcience ; that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God we hay 
had onr Converſation inthe world, 

Ian all Eſtates, let is learn therewith to be c:utey, 
tea : Let us conftder that Godlineſs with { onteutmen 
z great Gain, 

Oh that we may know how to want, and how t 
bound ; bow to be ſick ,and\ow to be well ; how to Lic, 
and how to Die. Let us be able todo, and ſuffi « 
things through Chriſt ſtrengthening of #s. 


Let onr Converſ.:tions be as becomes the Goſpel x 
help us to follow thee as dear Children, to Live as tu # 
Redeemed of the L:rd, and to glorifie thee in our Be. ! 
dies and in our Spirits : For we are not our own, buy 
are bought with aprice. Weprofeſs Chriſt ; let us a: Þþ © 
part from Iniquity, and walkeven as ke waikgd, Ns , 


contenting our ſelyes with the form of Godlineſs with 
out the Power of Goalineſe. 

Let us not profeſ; to Know thee, and in Works :. 
ny thee ; but make us Zealons of good Works, Confide- 
ring we are Created unto good Woorks, which God ha 
before ordained, that we ſhould walk in them, 

Help us to ds juſtly, and tos love eAecrcy, and t1 
walk Hun bly with God, 

Cleanſe us from all Filthineſs both of the fleſh ani 
Spirit, and help us to per fetÞ Holineſs 1a thy Fear. 

e Make us Conſciencous in all our Relations ; 416 
let it be our continual Exerciſe, to keep a Conſcrentt 


v0: 4 
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id of Off ence towards God and towards Alan. 
Avrme ts againſt the Evil ddy ; let us never faint in 
duerſity, nor be diſcouraged from following God 
Perſecution, 

Let Chriſt and Truth be Dearer to us than our ve- 
t Lives, «nd let us count ic voth Wiſdom and eur 
Juicreſt, to throw all our outward Enjoyments Over- 
board, rather than make Shipwrack of Faith and 4 
Food Conſcience, 

Petitions in reference to the Word, 

' Olet thy word be alight unto my Feet, and a lamp 
no my Pack : When I go, let it lead me, when I ſleep, 
et it keep me, when I awake, let it talk with me. 


"ten. 


ſee q Give me the ſeetng Eye, the hearing Ear, the un- 
s th RPnnY Heart : Make thy word like Fire, and 
- Br WO like 4 Hammer that breaketh the Rockin pieces. 


Oh let thy word be powerful to kill ſin, and ito Con- 
Vere the Soul unto thee. 
| Give the Preacher the Tongue of the Learned, and 
let bim divide the word aripht ; and let the Pleaſure 


of the Lord proſper in his hand, 


de Let Sinners be ſtartled and converted , and let 
de. ſb. Saints be edificd and comforted, and built up by the 
has word of thy grace. 


Let thy Spirit accompany Prophe ſying, that dead 
Bones may live,” and they wh) have Life, way bave 
't wore aad more abundantly. | 

Make us Doersof thy Word, and not Hearers 
only, deceiving our ſelves, - 

Petitions in reference to the Sacrarmacnt, 

'Ve were given wp to thee when Baptized in thy 
Name. 
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Name, Ch break our Hearts for onr Unfruitfy. 


neſs, and help us now to be ſtedfaſt in thy (ovenan, 
V Ve have been baptized with water ;, Oh that w 


way be waſhed, and ſanttified, and juſtified in 14... 


Name of the Lord Feſus,and by the Spirit of our Gul 
Let the Ordinance of the Supper be earneſtly wi. 
red ; let not thy Table be Contemprible. 


Oh that we may prize that Bread of God that cony © 


down from Heaven, and gives Life unto the worll 
let ns not labour for the Meat that periſheth, 
VV heref re (bould we ſpend cur Money for the 
which i nt bread, and our labour for that whichca 
not ſatisfie, 
Let us look unto Chriſt whom we have peirced, all 


mourn, Let us Eternally fall cut with $11 veholdin 


1t beſmeared with the Bloud of Feſus. 
Help us to belleve that Chriſt was made ſin, au 
bear the { urſe that was due to us; and to conclude tha 


the Lord Feſus ts as really given 10 us, as the outynlſy 


Elements. T 
Make us eager to Receive whole Chriſt, and all if 
Benefits, and to give up our ſelves wholly, and imn; 

diately to him, | 


O thou God of all Grace, make us perfeft, eſtabliſh 2 


ſtrengthen, ſertle us, ard cauſe ns to cleave unto th 
Lord with full Purpoſe of Heart, 
Let $bbaths be prized and improved ; lets rey 
when they come, for then we kave Opportunity to cnn 
thy Santtuary, and approach thy T able, 
Petitions for Perſeverance, 


Uphold me with thy free Spirit, Hold $90u met, 


Lil £ 
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1d 1 ſhall be ſafe, ſo ſhall I have Reſpet# unto thy 
Precepts continually. 

Thou art the Author, be the Finiſher of my Faith : 
Fulfill all the good pleaſurz of thy goodneſs, and the 
Wrorkof Faith and power. 
| Thou piveſt Power to the Faint, and to them that 
ave no mopbt thou encreaſeth Srength, Oh trengthen 
me with ſtrength in my Soul thut [ may Run and not 
We weary, that I may walks and not Faint. 
' Preſerve me by thy mighty Power through Faith 
unto Salvation, 
' Letus not be of them that draw back unto Perditi- 
W-0n,0ut of them that believe wnto the Saving of the ſoul. 
0 Lerd, who art of Power to eſtabliſh ns, keep us 
*Wfrom falling ', and preſerve us Faultleſs before the 
| Preſence of this Glory, with exceeding Foy, 
” Petitions for Temporal Mercies. 
KF Givew this day our Daily Bread : Give me neither 
F _ wor Riches ; feed me with Food convenient 
| for me, 
Let not our T able be a Snare, and that which ſhould 
have been for our Welfare, let it not become 4 Trap 
F WILO is, 
O that thou wouldeſt Bleſs me indeed, and enlarge 
F ") Court, and that thy Hand may be with me, and 
| that thou wouldeſt keep me from Evil that it may not 
F grieve me. 
HMake me in all my ways to Acknowledge thee aud 
do thou direfÞ my Paths, 
| Tu invaintoriſe up Early, to ſit up Late, and 
| 6at the Bread of ſarrows. 
Thy 


150 The Gift of Prayer. 

Thy Bleſſings O Lord makgth Rich and thon adi} 
no Scrrw with it, | 

PeaSunto Enlighten, a Shicld to Defeud ny 

} 

and xo good Thing with-hoid from me, 
e1U akg thy Light to ſhine upon my T ubernacle,aul 

fer an Hedge about me, and cauſe the Work of 3 

Harads to preſper . and let me have an Heart to Hi. 

our thee with the Subſtance thou baſt given we, nl 

to make a friend of the Mammon of Onrighteoufut, 

Watch over me perpetually, and that none may 
burt me, O Lord keep me night and day, 

Preſerve my going eut and my coming in, lead me 
not into Temptation , but deliver me from evil, end 
eſpccially from ſin which 14 of all the greateſt. 

Petitions 1n reference to Death, 

Ohthat we were wiſe to conſider our latter end, 
Teach is ſo to number our days that we may apply 
bearts nnto wiſdom. 

All the days of our appointed tine let ts wait til 
enr change comes : let is die dayly to ſin and to th: 
world, axdlive ro God through Chriſt Fefus. 

Help us to make ſure work for Eternity, living the 
life of the Righteous that we may alſo die the death 
the Righteous, 

Oh that we way paſſe the time of oxr ſojourning here 
1n fear , and as ſtrangers and pilgrims abſt in fron 

fleſrly Infts which war againſt our Souls. 

What ts our life ? "tis even a vapour which appeer- 
eth for alittle time and then vaniſheth away, let us not 
defer our believing and repentance, but while 'tu: cal- 
led today, hear thy Voice, and not barden our heart: 
any longer. Let 
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Let death be ours as well as life , and let the ſting 
of /eath be taken ont before we feel it, Deliver ns from 
the fear of death, and ſuffer ts not all our life time ta 


the ſubjected unto boxdage, 


Put us in mind: of our great account , for ſhortly 
we muſt be no longer ſtewards, 
Let vis att as thoſe that believe, God will bring e= 


very work into judgment , with every ſecret thing ; 
* whecher it be good, or whether it be evil, 


Here we have no continuing City, therefore , let 
rs minde that City that hath foundations whoſe builder 
and maker is God, 

Let our Heart and Treaſure be above , let our 
Liyns be girded about , andor lights burning, and 
eur ſelves as thoſe that are watching and wating for 
our Lords appearing. 

Let the prize of the hiph calling be in our Eye, that 
we may preſs towards the mark, and more and more 
abornd in the work of the Loyd, 

Let is prean to be clothed upon with our houſe which 
# from Heaven ;, defuring nathiag more than to be ao- 


ſent from the body, and preſent with the Lord, And 


labour exceedingly that whether preſent or abſent, we 
may be accepted of him, 


5. The fifth part of Prayer is Interceſſion for 0«, 


tiers, The Church is to be praycd for, 
Save thy People , bleſs thine inheritance, rule then: 
alſo, and lift them np for ever, Be a wall of fire rouna 


, about {cunt Sion, that it may ſtand faſt continually, 


Preſerve that little Flock unto waem then b4{t pro- 
riſedro give the kingdom, 
Let 


_— 


——— 
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Let thy delight be 3n Jeruſalem, grave ber on 1, 
paims of thy Hands, let her walls be continually befw; 
ghee, let her Swulders make haſt and cauſe her deſiny. 
ers to depart from her, 

_ Whydoth thine anger ſmokg againſt the ſheep of ti; 
Paſtare ? lookdown from heaven the habitation (; 
thy Holineſs and of thy Glery, Where is thy zeal ani 
#by ſtrength, and the earning of thy bowels, and « 
thy mercies ? are they reſtrained? | 

eA wakg, awake, put on ſtrength, O Arm of ti, 
Lord; eAwake as inthe ancient days in the genera. 
tions of old, Art not thou he that haſt broken Rahah, 
and wounded the Dragon ? Shew thy marvellcus |. 
ving-kindneſs, O thoa that ſaveſt by thy right hand, 
thoſe that put their ruſt in thee, from thens that riſen 
againſt them, 

Unize thy people together, let them wot bite and: 
wour one another , but endeavuur by all lowlineſs, ani 
meekneſs, loug ſuffering, and f:rbearing one anatht, 
3n love to keep che unity of the Spirit in the bond i 
Peace. 

Let Truth ſhine forth, and miſtakes be diſcovertd; 
Ob let the light of the moun be 4 thelight of the Swi 
and the light of the Sun feven-fold as the light of ſevet 
days; and at laſt bind up the breach of thy people ani 
beal the ſtroke of their wound, 

Bring home Fews and Gentiles that belong ts tit 
elettion of thy Grace, 

Make thy way known upon earth, and thy ſavi"; 

health among all Nations, 

Raiſe up the Tabernacle of David which #5 fam 

all 


fore give grace where there 1 none,and work,meore and 
L 
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and cloſe up the breaches thereof;and be gracious to the 
remnant of Joſeph,and let the kingdoms of rhe world» 
ecome the kingdoms of the Lord and of hus Chriſt, 
Bring in thoſe ſheep that are not yet of thy fold,and 


cauſe them to hear the voice of the great Shephare, 


As the mountains are yound about Jeruſalem, jobe 
thow round about thy people from henceforth and for e- 
ver, And let not the gates of Hell ever be able to 
prevail againſt them. 


* Petitions for the Nation in which we live, 


Let Truth and Peace, bein England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, Let the Goſpel be continued, and be made 
effettual to the turning of many u1:to r1ghteonſneſs, 
Let Souls fly as a Cloud to the Lord Feſus ; and 4s 
Doves to the Windowes. 

Let judgments be all ſanftified, let net Sword, and 
Plague, and Fire, be all in vain ; but oþ let our un- 


 Circumciſed hearts be humbled, and belp 1 to accept 
of the puniſhment of our iniquities, and to turn unto 


bim that has been [miting us ; that thou mayſt ſend a= 
bundant plenty and proſperity. 

Let the King and our Rulers be bleſſed,and Favour 
Religion, and thy People, and under them let us live 


| quiet and peaceable lifes in all godlineſs and honeſty. 


Petitions for relations,& thoſe that are afflicted, 

Oh that our brethren, and kindred, according to 
the fleſh, may have an intereſt in that love which thou 
beareſt tot eople. + 

Tu terrible to think of Children or yoak;fellowes, 
ir brethren their miſcarrying to Eternity, Oh there- 


more, 
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more,where thou haſt already in ſome degree wrought, 

Santtify outward affiiftion to all that are exerci|y 
thereby : let them know thou chaſtizeſt them becay 
tbou loveſt them, and let it be therr principal deſire, 
be made partakgr of thy Holineſs, Let them caſta 
their burthens upon thee ; and do thou ſuſtain them, 

Let the Fatherleſs find mercy with thee, and mah 
the widows heart to ſing for joy, becauſe their May 
# their husband, tbe Lord of Hoſts ts bis Name, 

Binde up the broken in beart, and heal the Wont 
which ſin has made, Do net contend for ever, ni. 
ther be always wrath, leſt the Spirit fail before the, 

Sueconr them that are tempted,and ſhorten the chanlf y,; 
of the evil One. 

Shine into the ſouls of them that refuſe to be con. fi 
forted, that ſit in darkneſs and ſee nolight, and ar 
ready to ſay, will the Lord caſt off for ever ; and nillf - 
| he be favourable no more ? 

' Many are the affliftions of thy people O Lord, deli. - 
ver them out of them all, Suffer none to be tempted «lf |, 


bove what they are able. M 
Petitions tor them to uſe that are wounded inf ,, 
| their Spirits, te 


How long wilt thou forget me O Lord ,, for ever 
Oh do not flull hide away thy Face from me. Turn the} ,, 
unto me and have mercy upon me, for I am deſolatth ,, 
and afflifted ;, the ——_ of my heart are enlarged ; 

O bring thou me out of my diſtreſſes, þ, 

Oh that my priefs were throughly weighed , and ny 
calamities lay'd in the ballances together | for now fi 
they would be heavier then the ſand,therefore my woras PF, 

: art 


th 
ſel 
An 
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e ſwallowed up, for the arrows of the almighty are 
pithin me, the poyſon whereof drinketh up my Spirits, 
he terrours of God do ſer themſelves in array againſt 
me, Oh do not caſt me quite away from thy preſence , 
Þut heal thoſe wounds which thou haſt made ; and cauſe 
calm where now the ſtorm ts ſo exceeding dreadful, 
| 1 have ſinned, what ſhall 1 do unto thee ;, O thou pre- 
ſerver of men? Oh do not ſet me a4 a mark againſt 
Jhee , do not makg me a burthen to my ſelf. 
| Out of the depths , have Icryed unto thee; O Lord, 


Wl my deſire is before thee, and my groaning is not 


hid from thee. 

Let not thy wrath ſtill lie hard upon me, do not af- 
fi me with all thy waves. 

Oh draw & weary and beavy laden Sol, to the 
Lird Feſus, whe al ne can give reſt unto me, 

Lord encourage my hope , and help me to believe. 


"| Chrit w.44 wounded that I might be healed, he was 


bound that I might be ſet at liberty, he was forſaken 
and deſerted that thou mig hteſt returntome : He was 
excteding ſorrowful even unto death,that I might pare 
rake of the joy of thy Salvation, 

I fly not unto carnal nieans to divert , and remove 
my ſorrows ;, the pleaſures of the world, and the ad- 
uantages of it, I perceive are empty and low things, 

Imourn after God, I long for God, as the chaſed 
bart after the water brooks, 

Oh ſatiate a weary Soul, and repleniſh a Sorrow- 
ful Soul, that will certainly ſink unleſſe thou ſupport , 
and dye away, unlefie thou ſpeak.comfort. 

6. The Sixt part of Prayer # |mprecation againſt 
others, L 2 Let 
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Let the works of the Devil be deſtroyed, and 1, 
Kingdom of the prince of darkneſſe be thrown down, Wur 

Why ſnould Satan lead captive at his pleaſure, th Wiker 
greater part of maukinde, and command ſo great i yur 
multitude of thoſe Souls, that are capable of hony. 
ring and ſerving thee ? 

Haft thou not ſpoyled principalities , and power, ÞÞ nv 
and made a ſh»x of them, openly triumphing on Þ hl 
them ? Oh let not conquerod enemies inſult and pr. Bon 
wail; but let the Prince of this world be judged ant Þ bit 
caſt out , and let Souls by thouſands and by millions kB ac: 
made free indeed, Ler Sat ans inſtruments have are. Þ the 
buke given them, and let no weapon proſper that is fr. Þ Pr 
med againſt Zion, We deſire not the woful day for th | 
enemnes, but we intreat that their hands may not bea þ yet 
ble to perform their enterpriJe againſs thy people, ani Þ n 
all they counſels way be carried headlong. de. 

O Lora God to whom vengeance belongeth, O Gulh ar 
to whor: vengeaice belongeth, ſhew thy ſelf, lift up thy Þ th 
ſelf, thou Fn4ge of the earthrender a reward to the 
proud. Lord how long (hall the wicked , how long ſal Þ P 
the wicked triumph! How long ſhall they utter anl 
ſpeak ard things, and all the workers of Iniquity boaſt Þ « 
themſelves? They breakn peices thy People, O Lind, Þ ti 
and afflitt thine heritage. The plowers plow upon tly Þ 
peoples backs,and make long their furrows. O thou that Þ | 
art the righteous Lord, break aſunder the cords of th, » 
ungodly. Let great Babylon c ome into remembrance, | | 
and give the Scarlet colour'd whire, who has ben i} © 
drunk with the blood of Saints, blood to drink . for ſev | © 
worthy. Her ſins have reached nnzo Heaven, Ob ” | 
m.emoer 
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Lember her iniquities. She ſays in her heart, I ſit as 4 
Uucen, and am no widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow ; 
therefore let hss plagues come 31 one day , Death, and 
wournng, and famine ;, andler her be utterly burnt 
with fire ; for thou art ſtrong O Lord that julgeſt ber, 

Let not Popery prevail, but let all abhor that Religt- 
on which pleads for Ia-latry, and that is ſ- exceeding 
bloody. Oh when ſbail that prophecy be fulfilled ;, Baby- 
Jon the great #s fallen, us fallen, and ts become the ha- 
biration of devils, and the bold of every foul Spirit and 
acage of every unclean and bateful bird ? When ſhall 
the heavens rej1yce over ber, axd the holy Apoſiles and 
Prophets, becauſe God bath avenged them upon ber ? 

Let enemzes to thy people become friends, both to thy 
people and their own ſelves ; but if they are wmplacable, 
make them to know they are but men ; and wherezn they 
deal proudly, ſhow thy ſel f above them, Ariſe O Lord, 
and plead thine own cauſe ;, and let all thy foes be made 
thy foot ſtool, 

7. The laſt part of prayer is Thankſgving and 
Praiſe, 

Lord thou art infinitely exalted above all bleſſing 
Oh bow great is thy goodneſs which 
thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee , which 
thou bajt wrougbr for them that tri-ſt in thee be- 
fore the Sons of men | How precions are thy Thoughts 


, Wito me, O God, bow great 1s the ſum of them ? If I 


ſhould count them, they are more in number than the 
Sand. 'T i thou that haſt made us and not we our ſelves; 
our Bodies were curiouſly wrought by thee, and all our 
Members were written in thy Bock, and thou haſt been 
the 
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the former of our Spirits.T hou haſt given me a Tony 
go ſpeak,, and therefore it ſhall ſhew forth thy praif 
Thou haſt given me a Soul capable of love and 1, | 


therefore 1t ſhall Lye thee and rejorce in thee, ob 
Bleſs the Lord O " Sonl, and all that 1s within y Milt | 
bleſs hus holy Name ; bleſs the Lord O my joul,and for $164! 


get not all his benefits, Thave been caſt upon thee fr 
the Womb, and have hung on thee ever ſince 1 buny 
pon the Breaſts, How many unknown and paſſivlk (9%. 1 
and deſerved evils bave I been preſerved from ? Hnh 
many undcſerved Mercyes have been ſh,wred down us 
ox me ? Thou baſt been my Shepheard O Lord, ſo tha 


I have wanted nothing all my days, Many are blind ſay 
that I meet withall, but I ſee, many are deaf, bu | 
hear; many are dumb ,but my Tongue can ſpeak; man I" 
have loſt their Limbs, but all my Bones have reaſon u |"! 
ſay, who Lord is like unto thee ? my Limbs are ſound, I 
and Sences perfett ; and I bave the aſe of Reaſon wha I #'S 
many are diſtratted , and Raving in Bedlam, thy 
I ſee not the hurtful Sword, nether do I hear thy 
alarm of War ; when othcrs are terrified, and behold I ©* 
arments roulled in Blood, and their Souls are wear hp 
ed , becauſe of Murtherers. Thou ſendeſt fruitful ſes ble 
ſons, and filleſt our hearts with Food and gladneſ; : | ® 
Thou (rowneſt the Year with thy goodneſs, and thy tbe 
Paths drop fatneſs. We are leſs than the leaſt of Mer} # 
cies, therefore thy goodneſs O Lord u the greater, and þ M* 
no 


more greatly to be admired, 
Thankſgiving for ſpiritual Mercyes. 
Oh the height, and lenath, and depth , and 
breadth, of the love of God, 18 ſending Chriſt y 
61 fe 


4 
if 


Y 


The Gift of Prayer. 159 
be World to be a Saviour, Glory be to God in the high. 
/#,on E arth Peace, good will towards eEMen. . 
0 Wonderful, that the Word ſhould be made Fleſh ; 
hat He who was #n the form of F, od, and thought it na 
wbbery to be equal with God , fbould take pon bin 
the form of a Servant, and become obedient to Death, 
that we might not die and periſh for. ever, We bleſſe 
thee that «ur Ears do bear the joyful ford of the Goſ- 
gel ; and that the day. ſpring from on high hath viſited 
us, to guide our Feet into the way of Peace, Thy Sab- 
thaths, and thy Ordinances, andthe means of Grace, 
"are priviledges which we can never ſufſiciently value. 
Thou calleſt upon us to turn and live, and ſome can 
ſay chou haſt made the Call effeftual. We were ſome- 
times dar kyeſſe, but now are we light in the Lord; we 
were ſtrangers , but now Children ; we were dead in 


' treſp.ſſes and ſins, but God who tsrich in mercy, for 


the great love wherewith he loved us, hath quickned 1 
rgether with Chriſt. Thou haſt caſt all our ſins behind 
thy back, and we may reqyce indeed, becauſe our names 
are wrutten in the book of Life, Thou haſt made a new 
Covenant with us, ordered in all things, and ſure, and 
allthat we can deſire, or need, is bere promiſed, The 
bleſſings of both Worlds thou haſt zngaged to beſtow ; 
and this Covenant 14 more firm then the Ordinances of 
the Heavens : T he mountains ſhall depart. and the 
Hills be removed ;, the Heaven and the Earth ſball 
paſſe away, but thy kindneſs ſhall not depart from us, 
nor the Covenant of thy Peaae be removed, but abide 
for evermore, 


Thankſgiving 
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Thankſgiving for Eternal Mercies. 

Thy Salvation is near O Lord ; and bg that | 
come , will come ; and will not tarry, Time u wear: 
away apace, and the Everlajting Kingdom #4 at hay 

'Tis but alittle while,and we ſhall be in thy preſen 
where there is fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for evermy 

Then our hope will be ſwallowed ap in Fruuzon,g 
our F aiti) in ſeeing of thee Faceto Face, We ſhall | 
made ou holy and compleatly happy ; we ſball 
no more, we ſhall ſorrow no more, but be at reſt Et 
nally. We ſhall be Crowned with Life and Riphbtem 
neſs,and Reign with God in his Everlaſting Kingdin 

Bleſſed be the Lord who bath given us Everlaſt 
conſolation, and good hope through Grace of ſuch « 
Inheritance ; where we ſhall to Eternity be admirini 
free Grace, and makzng Heaven Ring with E verlal 
ing Hallelajahs. While I live, Iwill praiſe the Lori 
and after Death I will begin to praiſe him in a bet 
manner ; and xever, never, give over praiſing, 

Now unto Him that u able to do exceeding abi 
dantly above all that we either ask or think, accordin 
to the Power that worketh in us, Unto Him be Gln 
in the Church by Chrift Feſus throughout all Agti 
and World witbout End, Amen, 


FINXIS. 


